


1312 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

The data given for 1926 represent 22 active Social Brethren churches, with
1,214 members. The classification of membership by sex and by age was re-
ported by 20 churches, including, however, only 3 which reported any members
under 13 years of age. There were no parsonages reported.

Comparative data, 1890-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the
censuses of 1926, 1916, 1906, and 1890.

TABLE 2.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1890 To 1926: SociAL BRETHREN

ITEM 1926 1916 1906 18%0

Churches (looal organizations) ... . ...cooceeaeooos 22 19 17 20
Incr?que 1 over preceding census:

Church edifices:
$§1mberéﬁ'"h'""""iab """"""""""""""
lue—Churches report -
Amount reported._ ... -
Average per church_. .
Debt—Churches reporting. . ...c.cooveeenn-. -
Amount reported . - oo eccciccccecaaas

Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting - - ..o
Amount reported . _ . iiccicaaaas

Current expenses and improvements...
Benevolences, missions, ete.__._._.__._
Not classified . ..o

Average expenditure perchurch. ... . .. _._._._...
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. . - oo e 7 8 [ 2 P,
Officers and teachers. ... .. oocciiioo. 42 57 b < 3 I,
Beholars. .. icaemamcmccmanaen 425 421 180 [T
1 A minus sign (~) denotes decrease. 3 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

This body was organized in a meeting called for the 29th day of August, 1867,
by a number of persons in Illinois, as a result of disagreements over interpretation
of Seripture and points of decorum, in the various denominations to which they
belonged. They mutually agreed by the aid and assistance of God to unite them~
selves into a separate body and to formulate rules for its conduet which they
believed to be in accordance with His word. A new confession of faith was
adopted, consisting of 10 articles, largely in conformity with those of other
evangelical churches, but stressing the following points:

The infinite power, wisdom, and goodness of God, in whom are united
persons of one substance, power, and eternity, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The authority and consistency of the Scriptures, comprising the Old and New
Testaments.

Regeneration and sanctification through Jesus Christ;

Eternal salvation of the redeemed and eternal punishment for apostasy;

The ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are only for true believers;

Baptism may be by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion;

" ‘Lay members of the church should have the right of suffrage and full speech,
but ministers are called to preach the gospel and not for political speeches.

No mission work or other denominational activities were reported.

1This statement was furnished by Mr. J. M. Rose, Delwood, Ill.



