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of Christ, the office and work of the Holy Spirit, man’s moral agency, justification
by faith, repentance and regeneration, practical piety, the observance of the
Lord’s Day, the resurrection of the dead, the eternal being of the soul, and future
and eternal rewards and punishments.

ORGANIZATION

The organization of the churches is presbyterian. Each local church votes
for a pastor, but the annual elderships make the appointments within their own
boundarics. The church elects its own elders and deacons, who with the pastor
constitute the church council and are the governing power, having charge of the
&dmission of members and thc general care of the church work. The ministers
within a certain territory and an equal number of laymen elected by the various
churches (or charges) constitute annual elderships, corresponding to presbyteries,
which have the exclusive right to ordain ministers. Laymen, on recommenda~
tion of churches, may be licensed as exhorters. The different annual elderships
eombine to form the General Eldership, which meets once in four years and is
composed of an equal number of ministerial and lay representatives elected
by the annual elderships.

WORK

The missionary activitics of the Churches of God are under the control of the
Board of Missions of the General Eldership, composed of persons elected quadren-
pnially. This board has charge of both the home and foreign mission work, the
former being principally in the Southwest.

The foreign mission work dates from October, 1896, when the first missionary
sailed for India. The missionaries are stationed in Bogra and Ulubaria districts,
and the converts secured, the mission schools established, and the mission
buildings erected show a good degree of progress.

The educational work of the Churches of God, in its permanent form, began
in 1881, when Findlay College, Findlay, Ohio, was incorporated. This institu-
tion has been constantly growing and now has a strong faculty, a large student
body, and over $300,000 endowment.

There is a publishing house at Harrisburg, Pa., worth over $100,000,
with $118,000 endowment, where the Church Advocate and other journals are
published.

The denomination celebrated its centennial in Harrisburg in 1925.



