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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The great number of immigrants from Sweden, who during the latter half of
the nineteenth century arrived in the United States of America, had in their home-
land been connected with the Lutheran State Church of Sweden. On arriving
in this country they, as a rule, organized Swedish Lutheran churches in their
respective communities. Later on these churches organized the Augustana
Synod, which affiliated itself with the Lutheran General Council.

A considerable number of the immigrants, however, had in their homeland
experienced a spiritual awakening during the great revivals that stirred the
Swedish nation during the nineteenth century. As a direct result of these
revivals, laymen began to preach the gospel, and a free church movement devel-
oped within the State Church of Sweden, a movement that was bitterly opposed
by some of the clergy of the State Church; but, nevertheless, the free church
movement, gained strength, and mission societies and congregations were organ-
ized in various parts of Sweden. The Christians, who had thus been influenced
by said revival movements, upon their arrival in America did not fully enjoy the
spiritual atmosphere of the Swedish Lutheran churches in this country. For that
reason they soon organized other churches that were more in harmony with the
ideas prevalent in the free church movement in Sweden. In 1873 some of these
churches organized the Swedish Lutheran Mission Synod, and in 1884 other
churches of the same character organized the Swedish Lutheran Ansgerius
Synod. These two organizations labored side by side for about 10 years. Efforts
were made, however, to unite these groups, and in February, 1885, the Swedish
Evangelical Mission Covenant of America was organized in Chicago for the pur-
pose of uniting the churches of the last-named synods as well as some other inde-
pendent churches that had sprung up in the meantime. ‘

DOCTRINE

In doctrine, the Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant of America is strictly
evangelical. The Bible is accepted as the word of God and the only infallible
guide in matters of faith, doctrine, and practice. The Lutheran conception of
the teachings of the Bible is generally accepted, but full freedom is given to
those holding other views in doctrinal matters. The Mission Covenant has not
accepted any articles of faith as binding for the churches of the organization.

ORGANIZATION

In church government, the Mission Covenant is essentially congregational,
the local church having full freedom to arrange its own affairs. However, depart-
ing from the congregational idea, the Covenant ordains its own ministers. The
churches affiliated with the Covenant send delegates to the annual conference,
at which matters of common interest are considered and decided upon. The
churches are also united in district associations for the purpose of better taking
care of the local interests in the respective districts. There are 13 such district
associations, not including the district of Canada.

WORK

The purpose of the Mission Covenant of America is to promote the preaching
of the gospel in the United States and in foreign countries, to build and support
churches, to govern and support schools and geminaries, to educate and ordain
ministers of the gospel, to license ministers and missionaries and assign them to

1 This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Part II of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1916, has been revised by Rev. C. V., Bowman, Secretary of the Executive Board, Swedish Evan.
gelical Mission Covenant of America, Chicago, Ill., and approved by him in its present form.
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duty, and to build and maintain hospitals and institutions for charitable and
benevolent purposes.

Home mission work is carried out principally by the district associations of
the Mission Covenant. Home missionaries and evangelists are sent out in the
fields, and an immigrant pastor is supported who labors in New York City,
principally among the immigrants arriving from the Scandinavian countries. A
Sunday-school secretary is engaged to promote the interests of the Sunday school
and the junior young people.

The educational work of the Mission Covenant is carried out by the North
Park College and Theological Seminary located in Chicago, IlL, and the Minne-
haha Academy located in Minneapolis, Minn. Each of these institutions has an
annual enrollment of about 400 pupils.

The Mission Covenant owns and operates in Chicago a modern hospital having
a capacity of 90 beds and also conducts a modern Old People’s Home caring for
110 persons. Some district associations connected with the Covenant also
own and operate charitable institutions. The total number of institutions
owned and operated by the Covenant, or by the various district associations, is
as follows:

Two schools, 2 homes for destitute children, 2 homes for sailors, 2 hospitals,
and 6 homes for the aged.

The Mission Covenant is also engaged in missionary work among the Indians
in southeastern Alaska and among the Eskimos in northwestern Alaska. Five
missionaries are engaged in this work, with a few native coworkers. Foreign
mission work is carried on in the Province of Hupeh in central China. According
to the latest available statistics, those of 1925, the Mission Covenant had 7 main
mission stations, and 45 out-stations in this ficld. Fifty American missionaries
were engaged in the evangelical, medical, and educational work, and 184 native
coworkers labored under the direction of the missionaries. Approximately
$100,000 per year is appropriated for the foreign work of the Mission Covenant.

The Mission Covenant of America is also engaged in the publishing of religious
literature. Thus, the Covenant Weekly is published once a week in the Swedish
language. The Covenant Companion, a young people’s magazine, is published
monthly in the English language. The Sunday School Friend is published weekly
in the English language. Sunday-school books, and other books of a religious
nature, are also published. The publishing and distributing of religious literature
is carried on through the Covenant Book Concern, which is owned and opergted
by the Mission Covenant, its headquarters being in Chicago, Ill.



