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DOCTRINE

The essence of the teaching of Divine Science fs the all-inclusiveness of the
God-Mind. The essential ideas naturally fall into three divisions—the philosophy,
the psychology, and the religion of Divine Science.

In its philosophy it is monistic; Divine Science is spiritual monism. Through-
out its teaching, the omnipresence of God is the fact stressed. God is portrayed
as the only Creator, the one substance, the one life, and the one intelligence
everywhere present. In this teaching, they claim to be in strict accord with the
teachings of natural science, in which matter is considered not as a solid but as a
mode of motion. Every atom, according to accepted theories, is a whirl of
activity with directive intelligence resident within itself. Divine Scientists
interpret this as the substantiation of their belief in the immediacy of God,
recognizing the Divine Mind as the resident, directive intelligence. However,
Divine Science does not deny the existence of visible matter, but interprets both
form and force as manifestations of God. The monistic conception of man’s
relationship to God is well set forth in the verse of Scripture, “One God and
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in you all”’ (Ephesians iv, 6).
In their practical application of this conception, the brotherhood of man and the
fatherhood of God are stressed, as well as integrity in every experience, circum-
stance, and relationship.

Divine Science teaches healing through thought training, making every
thought true to God-presence. For example: God is love; every thought must
be kind, helpful, and generous. God is the one power; every thought must
evidence faith in the God-power; fear must be abolished. Evil in its various
forms of sickness, death, and sin has come into the world through man’s igno-
rance of the truth, and these ‘‘complexities’”’ will disappear only when man
knows God and lives by that knowledze.

Healing, in Divine Science, therefore, is much more than restoring harmony to
the body; it is cleansing the inner man from all that is unlike God. It is a
mental process, a turning from the misconception of wrong to a realization of
the oneness of God and man. It is the individual’s duty to make his unity with
the law by thinking in terms of wholencss instead of thinking in terms of separa-
tion. Wholeness of thinking means seeing God everywhere. This process by
which one comes to know that he is in conscious touch with God is called healing.

The psychology of Divine Scierce is that one can not think wrong thoughts
and reap right harvests in experience. Paul’s injunction is good: ‘‘Be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind.” Thinking can not change truth, but it
does change experience.

They teach love as the keynote of their religion and define love as conscious
unity. They hold that one may know their philosophy, he may exercise himself
in thought training until he achieves much, but if he leaves out that one thing
he has missed the mark of his high calling.

The fundamental concepts of Divine Science, therefore, are: God, the Om-
nipresence, the Universal Presence, Substance, Life, and Intelligence; man, a
child of God, lives in God, is of God, is like God; knowledge of this truth used
in our living frees us from sin, sickness, and death; the practice of right think-
ing, or thought training, results in the elimination of fear, doubt, anxiety, and
other wrong mental habits, and the establishment of love, faith, joy, and power
in the consciousness; evolution is God’'s method of accomplishing, and love,
conscious unity, is the fulfilling of the law.
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ORGANIZATION AND WORK

Recently the Divine Science leaders in the United States formed a federation
for the purpose of strengthening the work of its many branches of church, college,
publication, and field activities.

Divine Science literature, as approved by the respective centers, is clear,
simple, and direct. There are books adapted to the need of the advanced student,
as well as study matter for the beginner. The circulation of Divine Science
publications reaches round the world, going to the rural districts and villages, as
well ag to the larger cities.

Divine Science considers war unchristian and works for its abolishment. It
longs for harmonious relations—for a world federation. Divine Science teaches
integrity in all relationships; it draws its lessons on this subject from the Sermon
on the Mount. Divine Science teaches that righteousness means treating others
as we ourselves would be treated. However, it teaches that the way these things
can be brought about is not by imposing them from above but by building them
from beneath on the foundation of individual development in the divine attributes
of integrity, love, and faith.



