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TABLE 6.—CrURCE EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY ScHOOLS, BY StaTES, 1926:
HoLiness CHURCH

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting expenditures]
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

About 1880 the Rev. Hardin Wallace, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, accompanied by James J. A. Singer, of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and Henry Ashcroft, a minister of the Free Methodist Church, went through the
southern part of California preaching repentance and forgiveness of sins, or justi-
fication by faith, of the sinner; and, for believers, sanctification or heart purity,
which also might be received by faith and subsequent to regeneration or justifi-
cation. A considerable number of persons followed his line of teaching, and
numerous bands were formed under the name ‘Holiness Band,” the members
retaining, however, their membership or identity with the churches of which they
were already members. Also many new converts joined, who had had no church
connection.

With the development of these bands and the acquisition of property for the
conduct of their worship, certain legal difficulties arose, and in 1896 they became
incorporated under the laws of the State of California.

From California the work extended into other States and was especially promi-
nent in Kentucky and Tennessee. The churches in Tennessee constitute a dis-
trict assembly of the entire body, but the churches in Kentucky are included in
the corporate body of California.

DOCTRINE

The doctrine of the Holiness Church is Methodist or Wesleyan, following the
principles laid down by John Wesley. It teaches repentance, restitution, con-
fession, and the forsaking of sin, as the part for the sinner; and the forgiveness
of sin and the divine light received by the repentant sinner, as the part from God.

The church teaches that it is the privilege as well as the duty of every believer
to consecrate himself to God without reserve and that the result of such conse-
cration will be sanctification, meaning by that term freedom from the ‘‘carnal
mind’’ and the tendency to sin. Specific conditions of church membership are
baptism by water (the mode being chosen by the candidate) and sanctification.
The church also emphasizes belief in prohibition, abstinence from drugs and
tobacco, and from all poisons that are ‘‘against the best for God’’; also belief in
the second coming of Christ, and divine healing by faith. vaorce is allowed for
but one cause, adultery; membership in secret societies is disapproved and for-
bidden; and plain dress, avoiding extravagance and the use of jewelry, especially
for show, is inculcated.

1 This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Pars II of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1916, has been revised by Elder James F. Washburn, by authority of Rev. Qeorge E. Honghton.
presiding elder of the Holiness Church, and approved by him in its present form.
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ORGANIZATION

Local churches are self-directing, but there is a board of 12 elders who care for
the spiritual welfare of the church and serve between the meetings of the assem-
bly. Thereis, in addition, a board of nine trustees, whose office it is to look after
the properties of the church and who hold that property subject to the General
Assembly, which is composed of representatives from the churches. District
assemblies are formed under the care of superintendents who are members of the
board of elders of the General Assembly, but who have also their own official
board which transacts the business pertaining to the district and handles its
property without special voice of the General Assembly. Ministers are selected
on their qualifications, upon examination by the church. For those holding per-
manent credentials there is a regular form of ordination. Those having pastorates
are looked upon as leaders rather than dictators, no fixed salaries are paid, and
as many of the congregations are small and unable to pay a minister, they are
frequently obliged to take other work for the support of their families.

WORK

The Holiness Church is missionary in spirit and evangelistic in practice,
carrying on its activities largely by freewill offerings of the churches, there being
no taxation or assessment.



