FEDERATED CHURCHES

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Federated Churches for the year 1926 is pre-
sented in Table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rural territory.

The membership requirements for the Federated Churches are those of its con-
stituent denominations. Provision is sometimes made for a ‘federated’ or
‘independent” membership, composed of persons who do not desire to affiliate
with any of these denominations.

TABLE 1.—SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR CHURCHES IN UREBAN AND RURAL TERRI-
TORY, 1926: FEDERATED CHURCHES

|
l lrm CENTOF TOTAL?
In urban Inrural |
TTEX Total territory 1 territory t
TUrban Rural
Churches (local organizations)..._........ 361 60 301 16.6 83.4
Members_ ... . .. ..eeaeen- 59, 977 16, 336 43,641 27.2 72.8
Average per church. e oo 72 DL L. 20 L F——
Membership by sex:
Male. .o P, 21,127 8, 539 15, 588 26.2 73.8
Female_..._.__._._. 35, 571 9,078 26, 493 25.5 74.5
Sex not reported 3,279 1,719 1, 560 52.4 47.6
Males per 100 females. .- -..... 50.4 61.0 B8.8 Jloceeae e foecanan .-
Membership by age:
Under 13 years........ emmeaem——. 2,101 1,653 21.3 87
13 years and over.. 51,511 11, 961 39, 560 23.2 76.8
Agenotreported..._.._.._.____..__. 6, 365 3,937 2,428 61.9 38.1
Per cent under 13 years?______| 3.9 3.6 4.0 [ ool
Church edifices:
Number. ..o eemaeceenenne- 552 80 472 14.5 85.8
Value—Churches reporting.. 343 56 287 16.3 83.7
Amount reported....... $6, 150, 725 $2,526,800 | $3,632 925 41.0 59.0
Averageper church....... $17,958 $45, 121 $12,698 || oljeccceaaoa
Debt—Churches reporting. - - ....._._ €2 23 F:1: 20 | R, .
Amount reported. ..______..._.... $235, 630 $151,420 $84, 110 643 35.7
Churches reporting ‘“no debt’’ on
church edifice. . .cveaun.-. ommmne 243 b14 216 1.1 88. 9
Value—Churches reporting............ 285 42 243 14.7 85.3
Amount reported....._. —eea| 81,147,950 $353, 800 $794, 150 30.8 69.2
Debt—Churches reporting. .- . —— 33 12 2 S | P P
Amountreported. ... ... ... $53, 805 $33, 300 $20, 505 61.9 8.1
Churches reporting ‘‘no debt’’ on
ParsonAge. - - - cccvecocccccaccae 220 ‘ 26 194 | 11.8 88.2
Expenditures during year: ‘
Churches reportiag. ... 354 58 208 |l 16.4 83.6
Amount reported . .. .. . $1, 273,455 $429, 323 $843, 132 33.7 66. 3
Current expenses and improve-
o703 L S $1,082, 730 $361, 729 $721, 001 33.4 66.6
Benevolences, missions, etc - $189, 725 $57, 594 $122,131 35.6 64.4
Average expenditure per chureh.._.__. $3, 595 $7, 402 $2,848 || mmcmmanea
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. ... U7 59 288 17.0 83.0
Officers and teachers 5,352 1,332 4,020 24.9 75.1
Bcholars.........__.. 46, 820 11,817 34, 903 25.5 4.5
{

1 Urban territory includes all citics and other incorporated places which had 2,500 inhabitants or more in
1920, the date of the last Federal census; rural territory comprises the remainder of the country.

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

3 Based on membership with age classification reported. 589
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Since the last preceding census of religious bodies, in 1916, there has been a
very evident increase in the number of united churches of various types. These
were formerly included, without discrimination, in the data for Independent
Churches. In 1926, however, reports somewhat different from those required
from the strictly denominational church were obtained from all united churches,
including the Federated Churches, whose location could be ascertained by the
Census Bureau. Special letters defining terms and asking specific questions were
sent to the minister or other official of each united church, and the classifications
here presented are based on definite information regarding the characteristics of
each church as furnished in the replies sent by a responsible official of the church.

As here used, the term “united church’” indicates 8 church whose ‘member-
ship, either regular or associate, is composed of elements representing different
denominations, the elements in some cascs being organized churches and in
others individuals. The four types or groups of united churches found in the
United States, as reported to the Census of Religious Bodies, in the order of
their importance, are:

1. Denominational united, a type in which one or more of the uniting churches

bhas given up its denominational allegiance in order to merge with another church
and has accepted the denominational connection of the other.

2. Federated, a type in which each of the combining units retains its connec-
tion with its own denominational body.

3. Undenominational, a type in which union results in an organized church
not connected with any denominational body.

4. Affiliated, a type resembling the undenominational church in control of its
local affairs, but having an attenuated connection with a denominational body,
usually for ministerial supply and distribution of benevolences only.

As the first and fourth groups are more or less closely identified with their
denominations, their statistics have been included in the denominational totals.
The third, or undenominational group, has been included in the statistics for
Independent Churches.

The Federated Churches, however, since each maintains relations with more
than one of the established denominations, can not well be consolidated with any
denominational group, and they are therefore given independent presentation in
this report. There is further reason for making these churches the subject of a
special presentation in that the federation of churches is of particular interest
as affording a solution to a vexing problem—the problem of what to do with
those churches in a rural group which are too weak to be efficient and yet are
staunchly loyal to their denominations.

After it had been definitely established that a church was a Federated Church,
& special report giving the number of members in each of its denominational
units was obtained from it, as well as the number of ‘““federated” or ‘unde-
nominational” members, if provision was made for such membership.

The term ‘‘community church” is not employed as a classifying term in the
census reports, because a study of the word, as found in the schedules of churches
reporting to the Census Bureau, disclosed that its use was ambiguous, more than
half a dozen different usages being noted.! The same diversity in use was
found in regard to the term ‘““union church.” 4

3 Investigation of the schedules for 155 churches which used the word ‘“community’’ as a part of their
name disclosed the following facts: 107 were either ‘‘denominational’”’ or ‘‘denominational united,'’ 37
“randered service to the community’’; 14 were independent; 4 were federated; 2 were ‘‘ combination
charches,” and 1 ‘‘used the word for its appeal.”

¢ Investigation of the schedules for 98 churches which used the word ‘‘union’’ as a part of their name
disclosed the following facts: 40 uscd the term as a *‘ purely local’’ name; 19 were either ‘‘ denominational”
or *‘denominational united’’; 11 were ‘‘union’’ only in ownership of building; 11 were ‘‘union’’ only his-
torically; 8 were unions of churches of the same denomination; 7 were federated; 2stated *‘it means nothing.”
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As indicated above, Federated Churches are those made up ef two or more-
denominational organizations, each maintaining a separate membership and
perhaps some separate activities. The Federated Church acts as one body,
however, in the holding of religious services and, usually, in the maintenance
of a Sunday school and in most or all social activities. The different denomi-
national units of which the Federated Church is composed are closely identified
with their respective denominations, not only by retention of their distinctive
membership, but also by the common practice in each unit of recognizing its
missionary obligations and sending to its own denominational board contribu-
tions for home and forelgn missions, etc., and of keeping such property as it
may own in the hands of its own trustees. They. are united for local purposes
only, in calling and paying a minister, in the holding of services, and in maintain-
ing a common Sunday school. The distinguishing characteristics of this type of
church are, therefore, that the two or more units enter into an agreement to
conduct most of their activities as a single church, but to preserve the organic
integrity of each denominational group.

The first Federated Church is said to have been formed in Massachusetts
in 1887. Ite formation appears to have been due to economic pressure, asd the
two churches which united were unable to finance their operations separately
and made the experiment of joining for local activities. This experiment proved
successful. )

Church leaders who were alarmed at the overchurched situation in the rural
sections of New England were quick to recognize the possibilities of this type of
united church and not only lent their influence to prevent the organization of
additional competing churches, but. actively cooperated in the formation- of
Federated Churches. In fact, it is stated that the first Federated Church in
Vermont, organized in 1899, was formed at the suggestion of denominational
leaders. Both official and local leadership have played important parts in the
organizing of this type of church, but it is probable that local necessity and a
deeper sense of the church’s responsibility for its immediate environment have
been the determining factors in a majority of cases.

Federated Churches were formed at first only in New England, but by the
year 1912 ‘they had spread to many other parts of the country. The schedules
returned for the 1926 census show 361 Federated Churches, located in 40 States
of the Union. Of the total number reporting, 164, or 45.4 per cent, were found in
New England and the Middle Atlantic States, and 138, or 38.2 per cent, in the
North Central States. Thirty such churches were located in the Pacific States,
while 18 were in the South and 13 in the Mountain States.

Of the whole number, only 60 churches, or less than 17 per cent, were reported
a8 being located in urban territory, which includes all cities or incorporated
places having 2,500 inhabitants or more in 1920, while 301 churches, or more
than 83 per cent, were in rural territory, which comprises the remainder of the

country.
DOCTRINE

Each unit, or constituent part, of the Federated Church retains in its entirety
the doctrine of the denominational body to which it adheres; and the member-
ship requirements of each unit correspond exactly to those of the denomination.

ORGANIZATION

In order to function as a single body, the Federated Church has, besides
officials of the ordinary church of the denominational type, & joint committee
which ia in charge of the general activities of the church. This committee is
generally representative of the units comprising the church, although in some

60093°—29—pr 2——39
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churches it is selected without reference to sueh representation. Frequently
important officers, such as elders and deacons, are chosen by the units separately.
The history of these churches seems to indicate, however, that the longer the
church exists as a federation the fewer officers are elected by action of the scparate
units. The same tendency toward united action is noted in regard to the finances
of the Federated Church. At first the units are often held responsible for ‘the
raising of a proportionate share of the budget, but after the federation has lasted
for some time the budget is generally provided for by the entire church.

All local expenses, including the salary of the minister, are paid by the church
as a8 whole. In many Federated Churches the minister is chosen alternately
from the different denominations represented by the units constituting the
church; in others there is an agreement to procure the minister from one denomi-
nation only; while still others agree to disregard the denomination of the minister
in making a choice. )

Sunday schools are generally held in common. Of the 361 Federated Churches
reporting to the Census Bureau, 347 reported Sunday schools, which were almost
always held jointly.

The great majority of the churches have two denomna.twnal units only, as,
for example, a Congregational unit and a Methodist unit. About 10 per cent
of the total number have three denominational units, but the churches composed
of more than three such units are comparatively few.

Certain denominations were found to predominate in this type of church.
More than three-fourths of the total number of units of all Federated Churches
studied belonged to four denominations. The predominance of these denomi-
nations, in the 799 denominational units making up the whole number of Fed-
erated Churches reporting, is indicated below: B

Congregational _ _ _ _ ______ oo 225
Methodist Episcopal - _ _ __ _ ... 195
Northern Baptist_ _ . . . eaeaa. 105
Presbyterian in the United States of Ameriea_______________ 98
Nineteen other denominations_ _ ____________________.____ 176

The average membership of the Federated Churches in urban and rural
churches, as compared with that of strictly denominational churches, is shown
in the table below:

TABLE 6.—AVERAGE MEMBERSHIP OF FEDERATED CHURCHES AND OF SELECTED
DENoMINATIONS IN URBAN AND RURAL TERRITORY, 1926

Average | Average
Total member- | member-

DENOMINATION number of | member- 'ggﬁrlg Sgplm‘
churches sgm In urben | in rural

territory | territory

Fedcrated Churches. ... icccccmaccaaeas 361 1668 272 145
Eegatiomﬂ Churches ... ... 5,028 175 318 87
odist Episcopal Church..__.._...___._._. 26, 130 156 403 91
Northern Baptist Convention 7,611 169 310 85
yterian Church in the United States of America.... ... 8, 947 . 213 - 409 97

This table indicates that the average membership of Federated Churches is
lower in urban territory than the averages for churches of the four denomina-
tions which predominate in the formation of the federations here considercd and
correspondingly higher in rural territory. As the Federated Churches are
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largely products of rural conditions, and as their special mission is the furnish-
ing of efficient church organizations in localities formerly weak in this respect,
their larger membership in rural territory indicates that the movement is a suc-
cessful one. :

Students of the subject of Federated Churches have made certain interesting
observations concerning their tendencies, as well as those of the other types
of united churches. It has been found that a church which has organized in
one way sometimes changes to another type of united church, or even into a
strictly denominational church of the traditional sort. For example, a denomi-
national united church may in time ally itself with one or the other of the included
denominations, or it may become an undenominational church, or it may become
an affiliated church; but it was found that few churches which had united by
actually consolidating or combining their ‘elements ever again resume separate
existence.

Some of the Federated Churches, however, do dissolve and permit the con-
stituent units to resume their original status, though the majority become more
and more closely united. Federated Churches, it may be said in general, have a
tendency to develop either into strictly denominational churches or into churches
which are affiliated with a single denomination. But it has been ascertained that
after a Federated Church has lasted as such for two years the federation is likely
to be permanent, and that after five years of such existence the federation is
rarely abandoned.

A considerable number of churches at first reported to the census as Federated
Churches were found on investigation not to be federated, but churches in process
of change from one type to another. The greatest number of these were found
to be in effect denominational united churches—or churches having connection
with one denominational body only—and their statistics were included in the
statistics of that body.

- The collection of the statistics for Federated Churches, through lack of time
and resources, did not go so far as to investigate the methods of financial admin-
istration. Their problems of organization could not be studied in detail. The
value of property was not learned for the separate units. As previously stated,
however, an effort was made to segregate the membership on the basis of their
denominational affiliation, with the results shown in Table 7. These figures,
it should be noted, while they are based upon the reports of responsible officers
of the individual churches, must in some cases represent only carefully prepared
estimates; and they do not show the churches, sometimes of considerable size,
in which a whole or a part of the membership was not distributed according to
denomination, nor cases in which the particular combination appeared only once
or twice.









