














THE VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA 1393

oL ' DOCTRINE

In doctrine The Volunteers are in harmony with the evangelical churches on
all essential points. Their principles are stated in a book of rules, known as
The Volunteer Manual, issued by order of the grand field council, and those who
make application to join as officers subscribe to these doctrines, outlined in brief
on an apphcatlon form. They include belief in one supreme, triune God; in the
Bible as given by inspiration of God, and the divine rule of all true godly faith and
Christian practice; in Jesus Christ as truly man and yet as truly God. They
believe that Jesus Christ, by sacrifice of His life, made atonement for all men;
that in order to obtain salvation it is necessary to repent toward God, believe in
Jesus Christ, and become regenerated through the Holy Spirit; that the Holy
Ghost gives to each person inward witness of acceptance; that it is possible for
those who have been accepted by God to fall from grace and, except as restored,
to be eternally lost; that it is possible for Christians to be so cleansed in heart as.
to serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness throughout life; that the
soul is immortal; and that the punishment of the wicked and the reward of the
righteous are eternal.

The Volunteers believe in the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and
give opportunity for the observance of these rites at the various stations. They
also ordain their officers to the gospel ministry after due preparation and a satis-
factory examination upon the prescribed course of study.

ORGANIZATION

The government of The Volunteers of America is democratic. The term
‘“military,” appearing in the manual, is applied only in the bestowing of titles,
the wearing of uniforms, and the movements of officers. As a corporate society
the government is vested in the grand field council, which is composed of the
officers of, or above, the rank of major. This council elects the directors, nine in
number, who are the responsible financial officers, and who act as trustees and
custodians of the property.

The commander in chief, or general, is elected for a term of five years. The
officials forming his cabinet or staff are the secretary, with the title of colonel; the
treasurer, with the title of colonel; and the regimental officers. The departments
or sections are usually under the command of an officer of the rank of colonel.
They comprise 2 or more districts, each under the command of a sectional officer,
who may have 20 or more stations under his control.

A post consists of an officer in charge, assistants, secretary, treasurer, trustees,
sergeants, corporals, and soldiers. There is no limit to the membership of a post
in point of numbers. The commissions are issued by the commander in chief and
countersigned by the head of the division and the secretary of the field department.

WORK

While the aim and object of The Volunteers of America is primarily to prosecute
evangelistic work with a view to reaching the out-of-church and neglected classes,
yet it was found that it became essential to minister to the physical and social
requirements of those it sought to help and uplift. In pursuance of this desire a
number of benevolent undertakings have been successfully inaugurated and are
doing a creditable and worth-while work.

The Volunteers of America have established homes for the unbefriended and
underprivileged working girl. These homes are not in any sense ‘ rescue homes.”’
They are to meet the emergency of a young woman who, through the loss of the
family breadwinner, or other calamity, is thrown upon her own resources and
experiences loneliness and danger. These homes have proved a veritable haven
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to thousands of working girls. The Volunteers of America have such institutions
in several of the large cities. The majority of these homes are the property of
the organization. ,

The Volunteers of America undertake the work of providing homes for the
guardianship and care of needy city children. They take the children from the
city’s squalor-ridden and injurious surroundings to the all-year-round homes,
where in country environment they develop the child heart, the child mind, and
child life. These homes are under the supervision of Volunteer officers.

A prison work of considerable magnitude is maintained throughout the country.
This is known as The Volunteer Prison League. It is under the supervision of
Mrs. Ballington Booth, who was the pioneer in this work in America. So far
this branch of Volunteer endeavor has been largely confined to the State and
Federal prisons of the country.

Meetings are held in the prison chapels, always in cooperation with the chap-
lain, and the prisoners, upon signing certain declarations (one of which is to be
faithful in the observance of prison rules and discipline) may be enrolled in The
Volunteer Prison League. Upon being discharged from prison the chaplain
provides the ex-prisoner with a letter of introduction to one of the Volunteer
headquarters. This letter also serves as a pass to a home for discharged prisoners,
generally known as & Hope Hall. These homes are maintained for ex-prisoners
only, and the inmates are under the supervision and influence of the superin-
tendent. When these men prove their worthiness and physical fitness, positions
are obtained for them by The Volunteers, who generally keep in touch with them
for many months and years thereafter. As an indication of the value of the
work, a considerable portion of the income for its maintenance comes from those
who have been its beneficiaries. '

Fresh-air camps are maintained throughout the country by The Volunteers of
America to which thousands of mothers and children are taken annually from
the cities.

In connection with Volunteer Mission work, there is a diversity of benevolent
efforts, such as summer excursions, distribution of clothing, providing food for
poor families, wood yards, sewing classes, and & mammoth Christmas distribution
of food, clothing, and toys, throughout the country.




