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The data given for 1926 represent 1,044 active Christian churches, with
112,795 members. The classification of membership by sex was reported, by
1,003 churches and the classification by age was reported by 926 churches,
including, however, only 639 which reported any members under 13 years of age.

Comparative data, 1890-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, & summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the
censuses of 1926, 1916, 1906, and 1890.

TaBLE 2.—CoMPARATIVE SuMMARY, 1890 To 1926: CHRIsSTIAN CHURCH
(GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

ITEM 1926 ! 1916 f 1906 18901
|
Churches (local organizations) . - - .............._. 1,044 ’ 1,263 1,354 1,424
Increase lover preceding census: i
Number. oo ee———— —219 —01 =70 | meeeeeaa
Per cent. . ceeeeeeconcasarmacccmm—m————- —17.3 —6.7 Lt % 2 PO,
Members. ... eccccceae- 112, 785 118, 737 110,117 103, 722
Increase ? over preceding census:
Number. cue e —5, 942 8,620 6,395 | _______....
Percent. ... oo eeeeem————— —-5.0 7.8 6.2 (. ...
Average membership per church_.___________ 108 684 &1 | 73
Church edifices:
Number. .o ececcm———ae 88 1,171 1,223 1,008
Value—Churches reporting......ccoccoaeooo 976 1, 162 L2339 | ..
Amount reported . .. ... oo $7, 202, 193 $3, 569, 471 $2,740,322 | $1,775, 202
Average perchurch .. ... .. .. ._..... $7,379 $3,072 $2,212 | oo
Debt—Churches reporting. - .. ..ccveveeeean-- 103 107 O7 |eeeccaacae
Amount reported. ... .o oanas $581, 027 $147, 404 $101, 561 | oo
nages:
Value—Churches reporting......_._...._..... 229 183 160 | oo
Amount reported. ... ... oo $927, 133 $379, 750 $256,350 | ... .o.o... .
Debt—Churches reporting .- ... ... 43 | e eaea
Amount reported. .. .. ... $112,685 | e ceeean
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting. ... oo o coo._. 1, 004
Amount reported . ______ ... ... $1, 353,379
Current expenses and improvements._____ $1, 149, 610
Benevolences, missions, ete....._._..._... $199, 990
Not classified._ . ... ..o eo... $3,779
Average expenditure per church._.._________. $1,348
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting........cocococcvecaoaaa-. 938 1,110 1,136 | oo cnane
Officers and teachers .. .. ..o cceceomanaen-. 10,011 11, 093 10,510 | ...
Beholars. .. oo cceccieaans : 85, 478 91,853 72,963 | ...
|

1 Figures for 1890 include the Christian Church, South, reported separately {n that year.
1 A wmiaus sigu (—) denotes decreass.

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Christian
Chuarch (General Convention) by States. Table 3 gives for each State the number
and membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban
or rural territory and the total membership classified by sex. Table 4 gives for
selected States the number and membership of the churches for the three censuses
from 1906 to 1926, together with the membership for 1926 classified as under
13 years of age and 13 years of age and over. Table § shows the value of church
property and the debt on such property, for 1926 alone. Table 6 presents, for
1926, the church expenditures, showing separately the amounts expended for
current expenses and improvements, and for bencvolences, ete., and also gives
the data for Sunday schools. Separate presentation in Tables 5 and 6 is limited
to those States in which three or more churches reported the principal items shown
(values or expenditures), in order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of
any individual church. The States omitted from these tables can be determined
by referring to the complete list which appears in Table 3.

Ecclesiastical divisions.—Table 7 presents, for each conference in the Christian
Church, the more important statistical data shown by States in the earlier tables,
including number of churches, membership, value of church edifices, debt on
church edifices, expenditures and Sunday schools.
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TabLe 4.—NUMBER AND MEMBERsSHIP oF CRURCHES, 1906 TO 1926, AND MENM-
BERSHIP BY AGE, 1926, BY STaTEs: CHRISTIAN CHURCH (GENERAL CONVEN- -
TION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

(Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in either 1926, 1916, or 1906]

NUMRBRER OF .
CHURCHES NUMBER OF MEMBERS MENMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1926
BTATE 1
vndor | (1| ago | Tt
1926 | 1916 | 1906 || 1926 1916 1906 13 Yoy | notre- | 500
years | ouer | Ported |Tygy
Undted Shtes..--ll.m 1,263 1,354 || 112,795 | 118,737 | 110, 117 7.411 | 93,500 | 11,884 7.3
Maine _.._............ 17| 24| 3| 12| unse1| 220 5| nLor| 0| o5
New Hampshire.._.._. 16 19 19 1,357 1,111 1,303 $4 1,213 | ... 6.2
Vermont._.._.__._...... 2 2 5 216 301 266 ||....-. - 53 163 [.__._..
Massachusetts. _______. 21 24 7 2,456 1,846 2,114 50 2, 231 175 2.2
Rhode Island....._._.. 6 7 7 957 951 769 28 929 [._____.. 29
New York___._._...__. 62 Vel 84 4, 577 4,818 5,402 102 3,827 558 4.8
New Jersey......._.... 15 12 13 1,045 1,678 1, 406 55 1, 525 368 35
5 3,168 299 4.7
20,086 f 1,780 | 10.3
14,500 { 1,087 7.5
6,007 304 6.7
548 38 7.1
b 1.7 1 2.6
002 422 7.8
1,452 {o.._.. 2.2
[N R R ¥
[+ 1, 3 S 3.8
768 40 5.7
i 10,142 | 2,808 9.1
West Virginia__......_. 19 23 21 778 850 708 M4 739 ] 4.4
North Carolina. ..___.. 161 184 | 100 19,950 | 18,299 15, 909 L2228 16,827 | 1,888 6.8
QGeorgia. ... 15 12 9 1, 362 902 657 81 1,000 281 7.5
Kentucky.............. 2| 52| 46 L1509 | 2424 2310 6 o4 20| 0.6
Alabama_._______._ ... P14 26 25 2,347 2, 140 1, 890 198 1,934 s 9.3
Arkansas____ . ... ____.| .....|.e.... [ 3 | PR SRR 157 [{-aaa- c———
Wyoming. ..o oo, 2 IR | P 77 % - Y P
W |+ D, 2 3 5 69 138 103 2 (7 (N P S,
Other States. ......_... 4 6 7 428 484 326 29 399 |ocuenaano 6.8

1 Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where baso is less than 100.

Church. A little later they organized under the name of ‘“ Republican Metho-
dists,”” but in 1794 resolved to be known as “ Christians’’ only, taking the Bible as
their guide and discipline, and accepting no test of church fellowship other than
Christian character.

A little later a similar movement arose among the Baptists of New England.
Dr. Abner Jones, of Vermont, became convinced that ‘‘sectarian names and
human creeds should be abandoned, and that true piety alone, and not the
externals of it, should be made the test of Christian fellowship and communion.”
On this basis he organized a church at Lyndon, Vt., in 1800. He was soon joined
by Elias Smith, a Baptist minister of Portsmouth, N. H., and by many others.

In 1800 the ‘‘Great Revival,” as it came to be known, was started in the
Cumberland Valley of Tennessee and Kentucky.? It was confined to no denomi-
mation and in the preaching no attention was given to the doctrines which had
divided the churches. In the Presbyterian Church, especially, this seeming
neglect of fundamental doctrines was viewed with concern, and resulted in chargea
being preferred against two ministers, Richard McNemar and John Thompson, for
preaching doctrines contrary to the confession of faith. As a consequence, these
men, with a number of others, among whom were John Dunlavy, Robert Marshall,
and Barton W. Stone, withdrew from the Synod of Kentucky and, in 1803,

$8ee Cumberisnd -Presbyterian Church, p. 1142.
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mode is insisted upon. The churches practice open communion and labor to
promote the spirit of unity among all Christians.

ORGANIZATION

The general polity of the denomination is congregational, and each local
church is independent in its organization, but at a very early period conferences
were organized which admitted ministers to membership, and in which the churches
were represented by lay delegates. These conferences at first were advisory
only, but have largely developed into administrative bodies. They have the
oversight of the ministry, but do not interfere with the discipline of the churches.
Ordination of ministers is usually by action of the conference, often upon request
of some church. Churches and ministers are expected to report annually to the
conference, and to coopcrate in carrying out its recommendations. Besides the
local conferences, there are a number of State conferences and associations for
administrative work and five regional conventions for the entire United States
and Canada. Nearly all these bodies are incorporated, and hold property for
denominational use, sometimes holding in trust the property of local churches.

The General Convention of the Christian Church meets quadrennially. Its
affairs are administered ad interim by ‘“The General Board of the Christian
Church” composed of 50 members representing the several departments of the
church, with a few membecrs at large. The convention maintains six depart-
ments—Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Christian Education, Publications,
Evangelism and Life Scrvice, and Ministerial Relief. In addition there are a
number of permanent commissions, as Christian Unity, International Relief,
ete.; these are primarily agents of the churches for the conduct of their general
work. The Convention sessions are otcasions for the consideration of topics
affecting church life and for ecclesiastical fellowship. The membership includes
delegates from the several local conferences, each conference being entitled to one
ministerial and one lay delegate for each 700 members of the churches within it;
the presidents of the conferences, State associations, district and regional con-
ventions; the presidents of the colleges controlled by the denomination; and the
officers chosen at the previous session. It elects a secretary of each department,
and these secretaries, with the president and vice president of the convention,
constitute an executive board, whose duty it is to carry out the measures adopted
by the Convention, and to act as a board of trustees to conduct its corporate
interests and manage its property.

WORK

The mission work of the Convention is carried on in two departments, home and
foreign, under the direction of a board of 10 members, elected by the Convention,
two of the members acting as secrctaries of the departments. In the home field,
assistance is given to needy churches, and missionaries are employed in the
newly settled and in some of the older sections. In 1926, 53 churches and mis-
sions in 36 cities and towns were assisted, frontier work was carried on in Wash-
ington and Wyoming, and help was given in two eastern conferences, 37 mission-
aries being employed. The board holds missionary conferences, rallies, and
institutes; publishes missionary literature; and in other ways promotes mission-
ary interests throughout the conferences and local churches. The total amount
raigsed for home missions and church extension during the quadrennium 1923~
1926 was $272,270, of which $68,280 was raised in 1926.

Foreign missionary work is carried on in Japan, with headquarters at Tokyo,
and in Porto Rico, with headquarters at Ponce. Less pretentious work is con-
ducted cooperatively in South America and Africa. The churches in Japan are
organized in a conference, independent of any control by the denomination in
the United States. A corporation effected by the missionaries under the laws









