


BOHEMIAN AND MORAVIAN BRETHREN CHURCHES

STATISTICS

The three churches of the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren reported in 1926
were all rural churches, in the State of Iowa. The total membership was 303,
comprising 162 males and 141 females, all of whom were over 13 years of age.

The membership of the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren Churches comprises
all communicants on the church registers.

No debt was reported on any of the church edifices nor on the parsonage.

Comparative data, 1926 and 1916.—Table 1 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, a summary of the available statistics for the censuses of 1926 and
1916, this denomination having been reported for the first time as a separate
body in 1918, though individual churches had prior existence.

TABLE 1.—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1926 AND 1916: BoEEMIAN AND MORAVIAN
BRETHREN CHURCHES

ITEM 1926 1916
Churches (local organizations) - - ... . . eieiciicaaaa. 3 3
Members. e eeeeceeeascecaceeecam———— - 303 320
Increase ! over preceding census
BINDOT o e e et ee e e e eemermeecee—cm—eee—ame———————- =17 el
D T ¢ P =83 |ecceaaaan
Average membership per churebh. ... .. .. ..o iicieeaeaa- 101 107
Church edifices:
NUMbOI o oo e ecm e cce e ceccmcm e emceeameeeceem—e—m————————— 3 3
Value—Churches reporting. .. . ... ... ..., 3 3
Amount reported . _ ..o iieceecmaaaaaa $12, 000 $0, 000
Average per church ... e iiccimccanaas $4, 000 $3, 000
Parsonages:
Value—Churches reporting. . - - ... ... e 1 1
Amount reported. .. .o ceceaean. $8, 000 $3, 000
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting - - oo ceeme oo ece o e cccccccccmccemcc—m—a————ee 3 3
Amount reported. . .. oaoeooaeao__C 626 $1, 847
Current expenses and improvements._ . $2, 148 $1, 532
Benevolences, missions, ete. ... $478 15
Average expenditure per church. .. ... _............ $875 16
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. - - .o i 3 3
Officers and teachers. ... eiicmeaa... 17 14
BehOlars . o o e e eceecemcieemen. 318 348

! A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

In 1858 a group of six families, formerly members of the Reformed Church
of Bohemia, under the leadership of Rev. Francis Kun, organized the First Bo-
hemian and Moravian Church, in College Township, Linn County, Iowa. After
some years, in 1892, another church of the same antecedents was formed in Mon-
roe Township, Johnson County, and three years later still another in Putnam
Township, Linn County; the three churches are served by one pastor and the
parsonage is held by them as common property.

1 This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Part II of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1916, bas been revised by Rev, Francis Pokorny, D. D., pestor of the churches, and approved by
bim In its present form.
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While claiming the same origin as the Moravian Church in America and the
Evangelical Unity of Bohemian and Moravian Brethren, these churches are not
ecclesiastically connected with either of these bodies. They hold friendly rela-
tions with the Presbyterian and the Reformed Bohemian churches of the North-
west and East, and enter into accord with them in movements for education and
missionary work, in these respects affiliating especially with the Central West
(Bohemian) Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of

America.
DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

The independent Bohemian and Moravian churches recognize the Helvetic and
Westminster confessions of faith and use the Heidelberg and Westminster cate-

chisms. They administer baptism to the children of believers, and to adults on
" profession of faith. The Lord’s Supper is celebrated four times a year, accord-
ing to the usage of the Reformed Church of Bohemia. Ministers are required to
be sound in the faith and to have a college and seminary education. )

The general polity is presbyterian. A board of six elders, with the pastor, has
oversight in spiritual things, while temporal matters are in the hands of six trus-
tees. They have Sunday schools, and there is a Christian Endeavor Society
whose membership consists of the young people of all three churches.



