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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
HISTORY

William Booth, a minister of the English body known as the “ New Connexion
Methodists,” was from his earliest preaching, which began when he was 16 years of
age, deeply impressed with the fact that an important percentage of the crowds
which filled the towns and cities of England lay outside the influence of the
Christian churches. In an effort to reach these people, he inaugurated a series
of open-air meetings in London, holding the first on July §, 1865. As the attend-
ance increased, the meetings were held in a tent, and afterwards in a theater,
and the movement became known as the East End Mission, and later as the
Christian Mission. For 13 years little attention was drawn to it, but then a
great revival took place among the workers, and as a result the crowds increased,
the interest extended, and evangelists were sent out in different directions. One
of these evangelists, working in a seaport, was spoken of as “Captain,” in order
to attract the sailors who had come into port. On the coming of ‘Mr. Booth,
a visit was announced as from the ‘“General,” and the secretary in preparing
the program wrote,  The Christian Mission is a Volunteer Army.”” Mr. Booth
glanced over the secretary’s shoulder, took up the pen, erased the word ‘““volun-
teer” and wrote in “salvation.” The title ‘“Salvation Army’” was at once
accepted as the most appropriate that could be devised for the special work
which they were undertaking, which, as they phrased it, was an effort “‘to destroy
the fortresses of sin in the various communities.” In the early years of the work
General Booth, with whom his wife, Mrs. Catherine Booth, was always most
intimately associated, looked upon the Army as primarily supplementary to the
churches, but as it enlarged it developed into a distinctive movement with a
people of its own.

From the beginning, efforts were made to care for the physical needs of the
destitute, soup kitchens being the first institutions established for relief. Experi-
ments of various kinds were made, and out of these grew the scheme developed
in “Darkest England and the Way Out,” which outlined a plan of social redemp-
tion for what came to be known as the ‘‘submerged tenth,’”’ under three divisions—
city colonies, land colonies, and oversea colonies. In the carrying out of its
schemes, however, the Army has always been elastic, expansive, and progressive,
adapting itself easily to new conditions, and entering new fields as need was
manifest.

Although the movement was English in origin, it has extended rapidly into
other countries, not so much through the plans of its founders as through circum-
stances. Converts from England, finding homes in the United States, Canada,
Australia, and other distant lands, have begun work according to the methods
of the Army and have followed their efforts by urging the general to send them
trained leaders from the international headquarters in London. The first country
thus entered was the United States, in 1880, followed by France, in 1881. Not~
withstanding considerable opposition, the movement has spread rapidly all over
this country, until it has become one of the most prominent forces in work of this

character.
DOCTRINE

The Salvation Army has no formal creed and gives little attention to the dis-
cussion of doctrinal differences, yet it is in general strongly Arminian rather
than Calvinistic. The special features emphasized are a belief in the ruinous

" 1This statement, though it includes a part of the statement published in Part II of the Report on Rel-
glous Bodies, 1916, has been revised by Col. G. 8. Reinhardsen, national suditor and finapaial secretary
of the Salvation Army, and approved by him in {ts present form.



1286 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

effects of sin, and the ample provision made for entire deliveranee from its power
by the salvation of God. In its attitude. toward the sacraments of baptism
and the Lord’s Supper it is neutral, acting in harmony with the followers of
George Fox in regarding the sacraments that save as spiritual. Admission to its
membership is not founded upon any acceptance of creed alone but is based
upon the most solemn pledges to Christian and humane conduct, including total
abstinence from intoxicating liquors and all harmful drugs. These pledges are
known as the ‘“Articles of War,”” and must be signed by every soldier.

ORGANIZATION

The government of the Salvation Army is military in its character, but it is
sufficiently democratic to include within its ranks persons of every social grade.
Its lower officers may be promoted to high commands, and thus it is believed that
the usual dangers which threaten a hierarchy are avoided. The ideal of its
founder was based upon the parental and patriarchal model, namely, that the
officer of higher rank should regard those beneath him as a father regards his
children, to protect and guide their lives. While this spirit controls in general,
the actual government of the Army is practically autocratic, though the com-
manding officer is assisted in his decisions by officers of every grade and rank.

The soldiers of the Salvation Army are recruited from all grades of society.
While the object of the organization was primarily to attract the degraded and
outcast of society, its self-sacrifice and devotion have in the course of the years
drawn into its ranks many cultured persons, of high educational attainments and
of all social grades. There are now second and third generation Salvationists,
also, who have enjoyed in their upbringing the benefits that have accrued from
the fact that their parents or grandparents had become Salvationists, so that the
composition of the soldiery seems to be undergoing somewhat of a social change.

The officers are chosen from soldier applicants. No strict educational standard
is demanded; such qualifications are taken into account but are not unduly
stressed. Officer aspirants are urged to fit themselves in every possible way—
both mentally and religiously—for their contemplated work. There is no guar-
antee of any financial remuneration beyond bare support, so that no one enters
in the hope of monetary gain. There are about 12 different ranks, ranging from
general to lieutenant. The officers are assisted in their religious work by unpaid
local officers, who fill such positions as treasurer, secretary, or sergeant major of a
post or corps. Soldiers receive no remuneration whatever for their services and
are expected to contribute liberally toward the upkeep of the corps or post to
which they belong.

There is no preseribed form of service, and the utmost freedom is given to
officers in the conduct of meetings. The desire is that, so far as possible, the
services be spontaneous, and great liberty is encouraged, although extravagances
are frowned upon and, if regarded as dangerous, are suppressed.

The unit of religious work is the ‘““corps,’”’ consisting of a body of soldiers who
warship together. From this center there radiate all the associated activities—
street meetings, selling of the official organ, The War Cry, visitation of the sick,
indoor meetings for saint and sinper; young people’s gatherings, and Sunday
schools for the children. There are usually two officers in charge of a corps.

The international headquarters of the Army are in London, but each country
‘has its own organization, under the direction of a commander, who is assisted by
responsible officers for provinces. These provinces are again divided into divi~
sions, and so on down until the local corps is reached, and this is usually com-
.manded by a captain and & lieutenant, assisted by local officers, as sergeant major,
treasurer, secretary, etc.
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WORK

While all Salvation Army work has as its sole object the spiritual regeneration
of mankind, its activities flow through many channels.

The ‘“‘evangelical”’ phase finds expression in the work of the loeal corps or posts
which cover the country. Each of these corps, commanded by officers who give
their whole time, is a center of spiritual activity. Indoor meetings are held in
the auditoriums on most nights of the week, while on Sunday three such gather-
ings are held. Street meetings are also conducted, each soldier being expected to
take his full share of the duty involved.

The children are not overlooked. Sunday school is held in the morning and
afternoon. In addition, there are separate organizations for children and young
people—the Sunbeams for small girls, the Chums for small boys, the Life Saving
Scouts of the World and the Girl Guards for the older boys and girls, respectively.
Bands of music are also encouraged. The Young People’s Legion is a body
comprised of boys and girls over 11 years of age who desire to qualify for an active
part in the evangelistic work, while the Corps Cadets are young men and women
who are studying with the view of one day becoming officers.

In addition to the oversight of these branches, the officer in command of a
corps is frequently called upon by civic authorities and benevolent organizations
to help solve the human problems that come to his notice. He is the parole
officer for prisoners released to the Army’s care; he acts as relief officer both for
transients and for the poor of the city; and he is generally regarded as a proper
person to deal with the erring, the wayward, and the needy. Altogether, the
Salvation Army officer fills a very important place in the community life of the
Nation.

The other main branch of Salvation Army activity is given the generic title of
“Social Service,” and under this heading are grouped the varied endeavors to
benefit the less fortunate.

There are 79 hotels for men and women and 12 boarding houses for young
women. ~Altogether, these institutions provided in one year over 2,000,000 beds
at reasonable rates. Industrial homes for men, with accommodations for over
3,000, engage in the important work of restoring to decent citizenship those
who have lost out in the struggle for life. This is made possible by the generosity
of the public, who give to tne Salvation Army the furniture or clothing surplus
in their homes. The men are set to work remaking the articles. These are
then sold very cheaply, or given away, to the needy. Thus the articles donated
serve a double purpose—men are maintained during the process of reclamation
by working at them, and the poor are able to obtain durable articles.

There are nine children’s homes with accommodation for 805, where small
victims of misfortune are taken in and cared for. Chief among these is the
famous Lytton Springs Orphanage and Industrial Farm, in California, where
over 200 children, all given over to the care of the Army by process of law, are
taught to become worthy, self-supporting citizens. _

There are 33 homes and maternity hospitals dealing with the important
problems of erring womanhood, with accommodation for over 2,000. At the
end of the last year of record there were in these institutions 874 women and
897 babies, the mothers being shown how to regain their social footing, while the
babies were the objects of scientific and skillful attention. Fifteen general hos-
pitals and dispensaries, in addition to those devoted solely to maternity work,
treat an average of more than 50,000 patients a year, performing over 4,000
major and minor operations.

Settlements in the poorer quarters of the great cities number 14. The officers
attached to these centers visit families, relieving the needy, helping mothers with
health problems, and caring for the children whose parents are forced by economic
pressure t0 leave them untended during the day.
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The prisons and workhouses are not forgotten. A special department deals
with those who have fallen under the displeasure of the law. The innocent
dependents of prisoners are cared for and advised. During one year 80,000
prisoners were visited and over 20,000, on discharge, were assisted and found
situations. The Salvation Army has rcsident chaplaing at two of the Federal
prisons—Atlanta, Ga., and McNeill Island, Wash. Men and women are being
paroled to the Salvation Army in increasing numbers by the parole agencies.

The family relief work is conducted on a scientific basis of investigation and
discrimination, and in this realm the Salvation Army works in complete harmony
with other agencies similarly operating. Over 2,000,000 persons were afforded
temporary relief in the last recorded year, while 150,000 men and women were
found work through the 97 free employment bureaus. Fresh-air camps are
dotted all over the Union, where tired mothers and underprivileged children
are given summer outings. In the year under review nearly 60,000 women and
children enjoyed the pleasure of a real vacation of from 10 days to 3 weeks.

Christmas and Thanksgiving are always seasons of joy to the Salvation Army,
for the Nation has come to regard the organization as its almoner on these
festive occasions and feels happy in the thought that through the Army it can
insure that no person is without the necessarics to enjoy a good Thanksgiving
and Christmas dinner. Nearly half a million dinners are provided on these
holidays, and 250,000 children’s hearts are gladdened with toys.

Through its international affiliation the Salvation Army is peculiarly adapted
to deal with immigrants. A department is maintained which takes care of
diverse problems of the newcomers to the country, seeing them safely through
their initial difficulties, eventually assisting them when qualified to become good
American citizens.

The Salvation Army everywhere entered most heartily into the various phases
of war work during the Great War, sending its representatives to the front and
providing such relief work at home as seemed most needed.

In the strict sense, no foreign missionary work is conducted by the Salvation
Army in the United States, although the corps in the United States encourages
the work of the Army in missionary countries by contributing men and money
annually. Included in the 82 countries and colonies occupied by the Salvation
Army are many missionary fields, such as India, Chosen, Japan, Java, South
Alfrica, etc. The work in these lands is chiefly maintained by the annual financial
effort known as ‘‘Self-denial Week,” which is observed throughout the entire
Army. .One-half of the money. thus raised is allocated by the international
headquarters a8 decided by the general; the other half is retained for home
mission fields. The missionary officers are drawn from the nonmissionary coun-
tries and are aided by a number of native officers.

The income of the Salvation Army is derived solely from voluntary contribu-
tions and the profits on the sale of its publications. With the exception of one-
half of the ‘“Self-denial” funds, mentioned above, the money raised by each
country is retained for the support of the work in that country. All items of
expenditure are keenly watched by competent officers, who require a strict
adherence to the carefully prepared budgets.

The figures given in the statistical tables of the cenaus report cover only the
field activities of the Salvation Army. They have, in addition, real estate valued
at $16,492,312, with a mortgage amounting to $4,269,664, represented by 239
social-service centers, 3 training schools, 30 fresh-air camps, 3 territorial executive
centers, and other miscellaneous properties used as parsonages, ete. The property
in the United States is held in the name of the Salvation Army, incorporated
under the lawa of the State of New York.



