














CHRISTADELPHIANS 307

the preaching or lecturing, as they term it, has been allotted to some one brother.
The aim is to have as many as possible take part in the exercises, in order to avoid -
the appearance of discrimination between clergy and laity. Women take no
part in public speaking, although all vote on the questions that come before the
ecclesia. The temporal affairs of the ecclesias are cared for by the managing
brethren, who arrange the various questions that arise in proper form for final
action by the ecclesia. While the duties of these persons are the same as in
ordinary societies, the term ‘‘serving brethren” is preferred to ‘‘officers,” to
exemplify the words of Scripture, ‘One is your master, even Christ, and all ye
are brethren.” The meetings of the ecclesias are generally held in public halls,
private houces, and schoolhouses, comparatively few church buildings being
occupied. _

There are no general associations or conventions of the ecclesias, although they
have what are called ‘“‘fraternal gatherings.” These are not legislative bodies,
neither do they claim to have power to act in any way for the ecclesias, but are
rather for the spiritual upbuilding of the members and their further enlighten-
ment in the Scriptures and for the instruction of the public. They are held in
various places in the United States, sometimes annually, and usually occupy from
two days to a week.

WORK

The home missionary work of the denomination is carried on by each ecclesia
independently of the others, although when it is desired to invite a lecturing
brother for special public work a number of ecclesias unite in the invitation, and
each does what it considers its part in bearing the expense. Several brethren
are engaged in this special work and travel more or less for the purpose of pro-
claiming the gospel of Christ to the alien and establishing a better understanding
of and obedience to the truth among the members of the ecclesias. Salaries
are not paid them, but their needs are supplied by the voluntary contributions of
the brethren or by ecclesias.

No foreign missionary work is undertaken, Christadelphians believing that
their province is to make known the true gospel to the people of so-called Chris-
tendom who have been led astray from the simplicity of the truth preached by
Christ and His apostles. During the past 10 years (1916-1926) the Christa-
delphians have established ecclesias in Germany, France, Norway, and other
European countries. This work has been supported by voluntary contributions
of both British and American Christadclphians.

A Christadelphian Fellow Service League was organized in 1910, with head-
quarters at Rutherford, N. J., for the special purpose of helping brethren in
isolation, also the smaller ecclesias in their preaching. In the same year a Chris-
tadelphian monthly, Bible Truth, was founded, devoted to spreading the Christa-
delphian teaching throughout the world.

The denomination pays special attention to the preparation of literature,
including a printed statement of its doctrines, and to its distribution at great
public gatherings, such as the expositions at Chicago, St. Louis, and Jamestown.
For this work funds are sent by individuals and ecclesias to committees appointed
by the ecclesia at or near the place of the gathering, and these committees attend
to the distribution of the literature and report all receipts and the work that is
done.

There are five Christadelphian magazines, the Christadelphian, the Christa-
delphian Advocate, the Berean-Christadelphian, the Faith, and Bible Truth.

A summer Bible school was established in 1925 in Arkansas and is held during
August in each year. The believers and their children from all States of the
Union gather at the appointed place to engage in Bible study and other exercises.
Arrangements are made for the housing, comfort, and feeding of all who attend.

00993°—29—pr 2——21



