REFORMED BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The churches, aside from the Lutheran, that were the direct outcome of the
Protestant Reformation, trace their ecclesiastical origin to republican Switzer-
land, and those leaders in the cause of representative government, Zwingli, Calvin,
and Melanchthon. Of these the Swiss, Dutch, and many German churches came
to be known as Reformed; the Scotch and English as Presbyterian; and the
French as Huguenot; while those in Bohemia and Hungary preserved their
national names.

In the early colonization of America, Dutch and Germans, as well as Scotch
and English, were prominent, and as a result there are 4 Reformed Churches—2
tracing their origin to Holland, 1 to the German Palatinate, and 1 to Hungary.
The first church in New Amsterdam was organized by the Duteh in 1628, and
for a considerable time the Hollanders were practically limited to the provinece of
New Netherland. Somewhat later a German colony, driven from the Palatinate
by the ruthless persecution of Louis XIV, settled in upper New York and Penn-
sylvania, and as it grew spread westward. Another Dutch immigration, which
established its headquarters in Michigan, identified itself with the New York
branch, but afterwards a minor part formed its own ecclesiastical organization.
The New York branch, known at first as the ‘‘Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church,” later adopted the title *“ Reformed Church in America’; similarly, the
German Reformed Church became, in 1867, the Reformed Church in the United
States. The third body is known as the Christian Reformed Church; while a
fourth is styled the Free Magyar Reformed Church in America. This denomina-
tion was organized in 1924 by certaln congregations which refused to accept the
“Tiffin Agreement,” under whose terms the majority of the churches constituting
the former Hungarian Reformed Church in America were formally transferred
to the jurisdiction of the Reformed Church in the United States. There are
also a number of churches called Netherlands Dutch Church or True Reformed
Dutch Church, and some of the Hungarian churches, which have no general eccle-
siastical organization and areincluded under the head of ‘‘ Independent churches.”

In its earlier history each body clung to its ancestral language, a practice
which not infrequently checked a natural growth, although it had the advantage
of giving to the newcomers a congenial church life, to which is largely due the
fact that these communities have grown up loyal to the best interests both of
their mother church and of their new country. As conditions changed, the use
of English was accepted, and the older churches blended with the general inter-
ests of the community.

In their doctrine, polity, and general public life, the Reformed churches remain
conservative. New ideas, simply because novel, have not had ready accept-
ance; yet new forms of organization, such as the various societies for young people
and similar enterprises, have found a cordial welcome. In interdenominational
relations they have always been friendly, are members of the Alliance of Re-
formed Churches, and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
and early inaugurated foreign mission work. They have stood for high standards
in education and scholarship and have furnished many men prominent in public
life,
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The data given for 1926 represent 717 active churches of the Reformed Church
in America, with 153,739 members. The classification of membership by sex
* was reported by 665 churches, and the classification by age was reported by 582
churches, including, however, only 144 which reported any members under 13
years of age.
Comparative data, 1890-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, & summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the
censuses of 1926, 1916, 1906, and 1890.

TABLE 2.—COMPARATIVE SuMMARY, 1890 To 1926: REForRMED CHURCH IN

ANMERICA
ITEM 1926 1916 1906 1890
Churches (local organizations) . .. ....oceouooo... 717 715 657 572
Increase over preceding census:
Number. ... 2 58 L 3 PO
Perocent . ..o 0.3 8.8 14.9 |oceaae
Members. .o 153, 739 144,029 124, 938 92,970
Increase over preceding census:
Number. ... 8,810 19, 901 31,968 | Cooa.
Percent. ... ..o eeeaaas 6.1 16.0 3.4 |,
Average membership perchurch_.__._._...._. 214 203 190 163
Church edifices:
Number. _ .o eceeeemeeaean 817 757 73 670
Value—Churches reporting........._......... 690 690 639 |._ ...
Amount reported . .. ... .. ....... $38,436,822 | $18,928,383 | $135, 553,250 | $10, 340, 159
Averageperchurch. .. .. ... ... ..__.__ $55, 706 $27, 432 $24,340 | ... ...
Debt—Churches reporting. ... _............ 250 258 198 | oo
Amount reported. ... . ..._.... $2, 580,473 $1, 093, 623 $720,225 | . ...
nages:
Value—Churches reporting_ _ . ... _....._.... 580 528 480 | eiieeca
Amount reported. . .. .....c.ooo ... _. $5, 002, 275 $2, 378, 790 $2,022,450 |...._o......
Debt—Churches reporting_ ... ............... b7 PP I S,
Amount reported. ... ... ....... $355,460 | ooniaeaann S F N
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting. ... .o iicaan. 714 705
Amount reported. ... ... . . oeo.... $5, 524, 673 $2,746, 065 |.
Current expenses and improvements._... $4, 319, 919 $2,087, 045 |.
Benevolences, missions, etc. ____._.___... $1, 195,917 $609, 501
Not classified e $8, 837 $19, 510
Average expenditure per church $7,738 $3, 895
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. _ ..o 689 697 639 | oo
Officers and teachers._ .. ... . ... _..___. 11,837 12, 538 12,089 . _...__..___.
BehOlArS. oo e 124, 308 123, 082 120, 705 i ............

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Reformed
Church in America by States. Table 3 gives for each State the number and
membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban or
rural territory and the total membership classified by sex. Table 4 gives for
selected States the number and membership of the churches for the three censuses
from 1906 to 1926, together with the membership for 1926 classified as under
13 years of age and 13 years of age and over. Table 5§ shows the value of church
property and the debt on such property, for 1926 alone. Table 6 presents, for
1926, the church expenditurcs, showing separately the amounts expended for
current expenscs and improvements, and for benevolences, etc., and also gives
the data for Sunday schools. Separate presentation in Tables 5 and 6 is limited
to thosc States in which three or more churches reported the principal items
shown (values or expenditures), in order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics
of any individual church. The States omitted froin these tables can be deter-
mined by referring to the complete list which appears in Table 3.
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United Missionary Society, which in 1826 was merged in the American Board;?
but in 1832 a plan was adopted by which the Reformed Church in America, re-
taining its general connection with that board, conducted its own missions,
developing work in India, China, Japan, and later in Arabia.

The necessity for an adequate and adequately trained ministry led very early
in the history of the church to the formation of ‘ Cent Societies’’ and ‘ Education
Societies” in individual churches and classes, the purpose of these being in each
instance the financial aid of students for the ministry. On May 7, 1828, a
group of ministers and elders of the Collegiate Church of New York met and
organized “The Education Society of the Reformed Dutech Church” and raised
funds for the aid of such students. In 1831 this society was adopted by the
General Synod and renamed ‘ The Board of Education of the General Synod of
the Reformed Dutch Chureh,’ and it has functioned in this field since that time.
The board was incorporated under the laws of the State of New York in 1869.
Its functions have been enlarged from time to time. Its activities at present
are outlined in the section on ** Work.”

DOCTRINE

The doctrinal standards of the Reformed Church in America are the Belgic
Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of the Synod of Dort.
The church is thus a distinctively Calvinistic body. It has a liturgy for optional
use in public worship, with forms of prayer. Some parts of the liturgy, as
those for the administration of baptism and the Lord’s Supper and for the
ordination of ministers, elders, and deacons, are obligatory; the forms of prayer,
the marriage service, etc., are not obligatory. Children are “baptized as heirs
of the Kingdom of God and of His Covenant;”’ adults are baptized (by sprinkling
or immersion, as preferred) on profession of repentance for sin and faith in Christ.
All baptized persons are considered members of the church, are under its care,
and are subject to its government and discipline. No subscription to a specifio
form of words being required, admission to communion and full membership is
on confession of faith before the elders and minister.

Ministers on being ordained are required to subscribe to the standards and

polity of the church.
ORGANIZATION

The polity of the Reformed Church is presbyterian. The government of the
local church is under the control of a consistory which is composed of the minister,
elders, and deacons, who are elected by the members of the church over 18 years
of age. The minister and elders have particular care of the spiritual interests
and the deacons of the collection of alms and relief of the poor and distressed.
The Collegiate Church (College of Churches) is .a collection of worshiping
congregations under the governance of a single consistory.

The classis, which has immediate supervision of the churches and the ministry,
consists of all the ministers within a certain district, and an elder from each
consistory within that district, collegiate churches being entitled to an elder
for each worshiping assembly. The classes of a certain district are combined
in a particular synod, composed of four ministers and four elders from every
classis within its bounds, which acts as an intermediate court in certain cases
but has special supervision of church activities within its borders. The highest
court of the church is the General Synod. It consists of ministers and elders

1 The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, organized in 1810 as an interdenomine~
tional society, la now a distinetively Ceongregationsl sociely. See Congtegationsl Chyrches, p. 454,
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from each classis nominated by the classes to the particular synods, which have
power to appoint them as delegates to the General S8ynod. In default of nomi-
nation by a classis the particular synod makes appointments. Classes meet
semiannually in the spring and fall; the particular synods, annually in Msy;
the General Synod, annually in June.

The Reformed Church in America is a member of the Alliance of Reformed
Churches throughout the World holding the Presbyterian system. It is also a
constituent member of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
and is represented on the commission on a world conference on questions of
faith and order. It maintains English services at The Hague, in the Netherlands,

during the summer season.
WORK

The home missionary work of the church is carried on largely through the
Board of Domestic Missions. This board aids weak churches and founds new
churches of the denomination throughout the country, assists by grant or loan
in the erection of church buildings, organizes Bible schools, and employs mis-
sionaries in evangelistic work without s, ccial reference to the founding of new
churches. During 1926 it supported, in whole or in part, 222 churches and
missions, reaching 10,208 families and 20,923 Bible school scholars by the services
of 206 ministers, aside from Bible school teachers.

An allied agency is the Women’s Board of Domestic Missions, which maine
tains work in the Kentucky mountains and among the American Indians. It also
cooperates with the Board of Domestic Missions in work among the Indians in
the State of Chiapas, Mexico. The total receipts of both boards in 1926 were
$465,693. ‘

The foreign missionary work of the church is carried on by the Board of
Foreign Missions. The Arabian Mission, independently inaugurated in 1889,
was adopted by the Reformed Church in America in 1894. Its separate board of
trustees was merged with the Board of Foreign Missions in 1925. Work is carried
on in China, India, Japan, Arabia, and Mesopotamia. The 1926 report gives 27
stations and 379 outstations, 177 missionaries, 1,211 native helpers, 64 churches
with 8,903 communicant members, and 331 Sunday schools with 13,300 scholars.
The educational department reports 3 theological schools, 11 colleges and acad-
emies, 23 secondary schools, and 305 primary schools, with a total enrollment of
18,452 scholars. There were 18 hospitals and dispensaries in which 111,000
patients were treated and 3 orphanages with 120 inmates. The total amount
contributed for foreign work in 1926 was $467,751, the total value of property
is estimated at $1,000,000, and there are endowments amounting to $600,000.
The Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions is an auxiliary organization, actively
cooperating in all fields.

For 25 years after the organization of the board (1832) it worked in connection
with the American Board. In 1857 it withdrew and since then has conducted
its own foreign missionary enterprise. In recent years it has united with other
boards and societies in a variety of common enterprises, especially in the educa-
tional field. The indigenous churches which have grown up are union organi-
gations, looking toward the development of self-governing and self-propagating
national churches.

The work of the Board of Education lies in three distinct fields, as follows:

1. Student aid: Scholarships have been established for the aid of students
for the ministry of the Reformed Church, the income of which, supplemented by
gifts from the churches, enables the board to provide scholarship aid for an
average of nearly 100 persons each year. In addition to students for the min-
istry, aid is granted to medical students who have in mind foreign mission work
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under the Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church. The aAmount thus
granted in aid is repayable only if the recipient fails to serve for a period of five
years after graduation (seven years in the case of medical missionary students).

2. Recruiting for the ministry: Initiative and leadership in this field are
delegated to this board.

3. Relationship to the 5 academies, 2 colleges, a.nd 2 theological seminaries
of the Reformed Church in America: This relationship has been defined as
one of ‘‘advice, counsel, and cooperation.”” The cooperation consists in large
mesasure of grants from available funds for the current expenses of the various
institutions, made necessary by the fact that practically all of them are inade-
quately endowed. The total expenditures of the board for all purposes during
1926 were $93,360.
~ The Board of Publication and Bible School Work publishes and sells religious
books, church and church school supplies, and the minutes of the General Synod.
Through its department of religious education it directs and promotes the work of
Sunday schools and young people’s societies. Through its committee on evangel-
ism it is responsible for the building and promotion of evangelistic programs. It
also donates hymnals, liturgies, and other supplies to needy churches and Sunday
schools.

The 1926 report shows 826 young people’s societies of various names and pur-
poses, with a total membership of 22,444; 57 week-day church schools, with an
enrollment of 3,599; and 54 vacation church schools, with an enrollment of
4,140. The total amount contributed by Bible schools to the board for 1926 was
$1,395; to all other boards of the church, $107,602.

The ministers’ fund was incorporated in 1923 to take over the administration
of the widows’ fund and the disabled ministers’ fund and to secure and administer
an endowment of $1,000,000 for the ministerial pension fund. The plan for this
endowment calls for its completion in 1928 as a part of the tercentenary celebra-
tion. The 1926 report showed 218 beneficiaries of the two funds. The total
income for the year was $179,995.

The American Bible Society is one of the recognized agencies of the church and
is included in the general budget of benevolences.

In 1918 a progress campaign committee was organized as an agency in which
the various boards cooperated to coordinate and unify their promotional activities.
In 1923 this was succeeded by the Progress Couneil, through which the boards
face common responsibilities and unite in common efforts. The council has also
such other functions and duties as may be assigned from time to time by the
General Synod.



