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TaBLE 8.—VaLUB o CHURCH PrOPBRTY, AND CHRURCH DEBT, BY STiTES, 1926:
NORWEBGIAN AND Daniss Evanarziicar FrEm CHURCH ASBOCIATION OF
NorTH AMERICA

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or mare ehurches reporting value of edifices}
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1 Amount included in figures shown for * Other 8tates,”” to avoid disclosing the statistics of individual

churches.
b Thebqsuu,lor parsonages (value and debt) include data for 3 churches in Illinois, Minnesota, and
North Dakota. o

TanLe 6.—CHURCH EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY ScHooLs, BY StaTES, 1926
NorwEGIAN AND DanNisg EvangerLicaAL FrgE CHURCE ASSOCIATION OF
NorTH AMERICA .

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting expenditures], |’
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION'!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The Norwegian and Danish Free Church movement traces its origin to the
spiritual awakening that swept over Norway in thé early part of the nineteenth
century, and to the conditions which made it necessary for those who were
brought under the influence of the movement later to separate from the State
Church and organize what were called Free Churches.? Similar movements
were spreading in other countries, with which the movement from Norway and
Denmark has found bonds of fellowship, especially that earlier movement in
England, which resulted in the founding of the Congregational denomination.

1 This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Part I of the Report on Religious
Bodles, 1916, has been revised by Rev. E. 8. Eielscn, secretary of the Norwegian and Danish Evangelical
Free Church Association, and approved by him in its present form. .

8 See Scandinavian Evangelical bodies, p. 1289.
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In the latter part of the nineteenth century there was a sufficient number of
Norwegian and Danish Free churches in the United States to organize into two
associations, one in the Eastern States and one in the Middle West. Recently
there have been organized district associations in North Dakota and on the
Pacific coast. These associations, as well as each church, held bonds of fellow-
ship with the Congregational denomination.

In the year 1910 representatives of the two associations met in Chicago and
organized the Norwegian and Danish Evangelical Free Church Association of
North America, still maintaining the Eastern and Western associations as
district organizations to look after local work. In the national organization all
the churches, represented by delegates, and with their pastors and teachers,
meet annually for conference and business.

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

In doctrine, the association is strictly evangelical, believing the Bible to be
the inspired Word of God, and accepting without question its authority in all
things. The looal charches have the congregational form of government.

WORK

Home missionary work is now being carried on through four district associa-
tions, working in harmony with the national organization, and partly, also,
through the Congregational Home Misaionary Bociety. Foreign missionary work
is' carried on in South Africa, South America, India, and China, conducted
through the Scandinavian Missionary Alliance.

Two orphanages are conducted, one in- Jersey City and one in Chicago. A
school is located in Minneapolis, Minn. In connection with a full theological
course, this school also furnishes business and academic courses.



