BAPTIST BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

It is a distinct principle with Baptists that they acknowiedge no human founder,
recognize no human authority, and subseribe to no human creed. - For all these
things, Baptists of every name and order go back to the New Testament. And
while no competent Baptist historian assumes to be able to trace a succession of
Baptist churches through the ages, most of them are of one accord in helieving
that, if we could secure the records, there would be found heroiec groups of be-
lievers in every age who upheld with their testimonies and, in many cases, with
their lives, the great outstanding and distinctive principles of the Baptist churches
of to-day.

As soon as the Reformation gave men opportunity to interpret the teachings
of the Scriptures for themselves, and to embody their convictions in speech and
act, persons holding Baptist doctrines immediately began to appear. In the
first quarter of the sixteenth eentury, they were found in Germany and Switser-
land, and were called Anabaptists (Re-baptizers), because they insisted that
persons baptized in infancy must, upon profession of conversion, and in order to
gain admission into church fellowship, be baptized again, although they do not
appear to have insisted always on immersion. These early Anabaptists were in
the main of high character, though in some instances they held doctrines which
led to fanatical outbreaks which aroused no little prejudice against them.

Gradually, in spite of severe persecution, the Anabaptists grew in numbers.
Some of them, driven from Germany, found refuge in the Low Countries and
these were gathered, under the lead of Menno Simons, into the groups of Men-
nonitest who passed over into England, and doubtless played an important part
in giving currency to Baptist principles. To their influence, in all probability,
the English Baptists owe their first churches, established in Amsterdam in 1608
and in London in 1611. Glimpses of them appear in the days preceding the
Commonwealth, and during the Cromwellian period they became more prominent.
1t was due to this Mennonite influence that the early Baptist churches in England
were Arminian rather than Calvinistic in type, and were termed General Baptists,
indieating belief in a universal atonement, in distinction from Particular Baptists,
indicating & limited atonement. The first Calvinistic or Particular Baptist
church was formed in London in 1638, its members seceding peaceably from an
older Separatist congregation. In 1641 a further secession from the same Sepa-
ratist church occurred, and the new group became convinced from study of the
New Testament that the apostolic baptism was immersion. They sent one of
their number to Holland, where he was immersed by a minister of the Collegiate
church at Rhynsberg, where the practice of immersion had been introduced, and
on his return the rest of the church were immersed. Gradually this practice was
adopted by all the Baptist churches and became in the popular mind their dis-
tinguishing feature. The General and Particular Baptists were united in 1891.

The first Baptist church in America was probably established by Roger Wil-
liams, the ¢ Apostle of Religious Liberty,” in Providence, R. 1., in 1639, although
this honor is disputed by the First Baptist Church of Newport, R. 1., organized,
it is claimed, with John Clarke as its pastor, the same year or shortly after.

1 See Mennonite Bodies, p. 842. 77
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Roger Williams was & Separatist 2 minister who came to the Massachusetts Colony
in 1631, and was banished from that colony because “he broached and divulged
new and dangerous opinions against the authority of magistrates.”” Having
established himself at Providence, he adopted essentially Baptist views and soon
gathered a number of converts to this faith. As there was no Baptist church in
existence in America at that time, he baptized Ezekiel Holliman, who thereupon
baptized him. Williams then baptized 10 others, and this company of Baptist
believers organized themselves into & church. John Clarke came from New
Hampshire to Newport about the same time, and, apparently without any con-
nection with the work of Williams, established a Baptist church in that town.

These early American Baptist churches belonged to the Particular, or Cal-
vinistic, branch. Later, Arminian views became widely spread for a time, but
ultimately the Calvinistic view of the atonement was generally accepted by the
main body of Baptists in the Colonies. The divisions which now exist began to
make their appearance at a relatively early date. In 1652 the church at Provi-
dence divided, one party organising a church which marked the beginning of the
General Six Principle Baptists. The S8eventh Day Baptist body organized its
first church at Newport in 1671. Arminianism practically disappeared from the
Baptist churches of New England about the middle of the eighteenth century,
but General Baptists were found in Virginia before 1714, and this branch gained
a permanent foothold in the South. As a result of the revival movement, gen-
erally known as the New Light movement, which followed George Whitefield’s
visit to New England in 1740, the Separate Baptists came into existence and at
one time were very numerous. The Free Baptists,® in 1779, once more gave a
general and widely accepted expression in New England to the Arminian view of
the atonement,

Soon after the Revolutionary War, the question of the evangelization of the
Negro race assumed importance, and a Colored Baptist church was organized in
1788. With the general revival movement at the close of the eighteenth and the
beginning of the nineteenth centuries, to which the Free Baptists owed no small
part of their growth, there developed, especially in the mountain sections of the
Middle West and in the Southern States, a reaction toward a sterner Calvinism,
.which, combined with the natural Baptist emphasis upon individualism, pro-
duced a number of associations strictly, even rigidly, Calvinistic, some of them
going to the extent of dualism, as in the doctrine of the Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit
Predestinarian Baptists.

About the same time, as missionary work became organised into societies,
many of these associations opposed, not so much mission work itself, as its
organization, through fear of a developing ecclesiasticism. These were variously
termed ‘‘ Old School,” *‘ Anti-Mission,”” * Hard Shell,” and * Primitive’’ Baptists;
but gradually the term “‘ Primitive’’ became the most widely known and adopted.
In contradistinction to these, the associations, or churches, which approved of
missionary societies, came to be designated Missionary Baptists, though there
was no definite denominational organization under that name.

The denominations mentioned, however, do not represent all who hold Baptist
views, for during the revival period just referred to, the Disoiples of Christ, or
Churches of Christ, arose, who in practice are essentially Baptists, although they
differ from the other bodies in some interpretations. With them also may be
classed the Adventists, the Brethren (Dunker, Plymouth, and River), Mennon-
ites, and certain other bodies. The Armenian and Eastern Orthodox Churches
practice baptism by immersion, but do not }Mmit it to those of mature years.

T See Congregational Churches, p. 453.
3 In 1926 the Free Baptist churches are included with those of the Northern Baptist Convention.
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It thus appears that a survey of Baptist bodies should include not only those
which make the term an integral part of their title, but some which are not
ordinarily classed with them. It is also evident that among those who accept
the name Baptists there are many differences, some of great importance. Sev-
enth Day Baptists agree with other Baptists bodies except in regard to the Sab-
bath, but the distinction between Primitive Baptists and Free Will Baptists is
much more marked than between Baptists and Disciples. Any presentation of
the strength of Baptist denominations must take into account these divergencies.

By far the largest body of Baptists, not only in the United States but in the
world, is that popularly known as “Baptist,’”” though frequently referred to, and
listed in the census of 1890, as ‘‘ Regular Baptists.”” Other Baptist bodies prefix
some descriptive adjective, such as ‘ Primitive,” ‘United,” “ General,” ‘' Free
Will,” etec., but this, which is virtually the parent body, commonly has no such
qualification. Its churches, however, are ordinarily spoken of as ‘ Northern,”
““Southern,” and ‘“Colored.” This does not imply any divergence in doctrine or
ecclesiastical order. All are one in these respects. It is rather a distinction
adopted for administrative purposes, and based upon certain local or racial charac-
teristics and oonditions, the recognition of which implies no lack of fellowship or
of unanimity of purpose. Should these distinctions cease to exist, there is nothing
whatever to prevent the same unity in matters of administration which now exists
in belief, fellowship, and ecclesiastical practice.

STATISTICS

The denominations grouped as Baptists in 1926, 1916, and 1906 are listed in
the table below, with the principal statistics as reported for the three periods.

SuMMmARY oF StaTisTICS FOR BaPTisT BoODIES, 1926, 1916, AND 1906
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""" ‘Fhe ‘historical origin of those Baptist bodies ih the United: States that bear
‘the appellation “General Baptists' at the present time is somewhat uncertain,
but it seems probable that they represent colonies sent to the Cumberland region
by the early General Baptist churches of North Carplina. The first very definite
igformation concerning them is that in 1823 a General Baptist church was
organized in' Vanderburg County, Ind., by Benoni Stinson and others. The
following year Liberty Association was organized with four churches. The
movement graduslly extended to Kentucky, Illinois, Tennessee, Missouri,
Arkansas, and Nebraska. More recently churches have been established in
Oklahoma, California, and Michigan.

-+: Two distinct -influences appeared early in these churches, one for greater
‘denominational emphasis, the other for union with other Baptist bodies, such as
‘the Free Will and the Separate Baptists. Various efforts for such union were
put forth, but without conspicuous success. One assocjation united with the
‘Free Will Baptists in 1868, but withdrew in 1877. In 1881 two associations had
a conference with an assoeiation of “ Missionary Baptists,” as they were called,
to distinguish them from Anti-Miesionary or Primitive Baptists, but it failed to
produce results. 'More recently a union with a Separate Baptist association
caused some disturbance, but this also was not permanent. Notwithstanding
fhe_ hindrances attending these discussions, the denomination has made progress,
establishing churches and organizing missionary societies and Sunday schools.
In 1915 the General Association of General Ba.ptistn formed a cooperative union
with the Northern Baptlst Convention.

= : : * DOCTRINE

. The confession of faith of the General Baptists consists of 11 articles which,
with but two slight changes, are identical with those formulated by Benoni
Btinson in 1823. The distinctive feature of this confession is the doctrine of a
general atonement (whence the name, ‘‘General Baptist’), which is that Christ
died for all men, not merely for the elect, and that any failure of salvation rests
purely with the individual. Other clauses state that man is “fallen and de-
‘praved;” and can not extricate himself from this state by any ability possessed
by nature; that except in the case of infants and idjots, regeneration is necessary
for salvation, and is secured only through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ;
that while the Christian who endures to the end shall be saved, it is possible for
him to fall from grace and be lost; that rewards and punishments are eternal;
that the bodies of the just and unjust will be raised, the former to the resurrection
‘of life, the latter to the resurrection of damnation; that the only proper mode of
baptlsm is lmmerslon, and the only proper subjects are believers; and that the
commumon] or Lord’s Supper, should be free to all believers. Some of the
churches practice foot washing

' oncmmmon

In pohty the Geneml Baptxsts are in accord with other Baptut bodies.” The
loeal ehurches ar¢ independent, but are united in local, State, and general asso-~
cintions, of advisory character, with no authority over the individual chureh.
No msgociation can Jegally form an organic union with any other denomination
without the ratifieation of each individual church, and any local church wishihg
to withdraw from any association may do so, while any local amocntlon may
withdraw: from a State or General Association.

.. When a church desires the ordination of ‘one of its members, it ma.kee recom~
mendation to a body .compoesed of the erdained ministers and deacons of the
'various local, churghes, -orresponding closely to the’councils of Congregational

o T . . TR
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churches, though sometimes called a presbytery. This body conducts an ex-
amination of the candidate and, if he is found worthy, ordains him, acting as
the representative of the church. It has, however, no authority except such
a8 is given to it by the local church. The vote of the local church on the recep~
tion of members must be unanimous.

In 1870 a General Association was organized to bring “into more intimate and
fraternal relation and effective ¢cooperation vadbas! hodies of liberal Bapti
With this most of the local associations are connected through delegates. While
this general association is a General Baptist institution, its constitution permits
the reception of other Baptist associations whose doctrines and usages harmonize
with those of the General Baptists. This constitution states that the name can
never be ehanged, and that no less than three-fourths of its truqtees shall be
members of General Baptist churches. It has general supervision over the
college and educational intereats of the denomination, the home and foreign
mission work, publication interests, literature, etc.

WORK

A home mission board is maintained under the direction of the general asso-

ciation, its object being to support home missionaries, establish churches in new

fields, assist in building houses of worship, ete. Its funds are secured through
voluntary contributions of individuals and churches. The various local asso-
ciations also have boards which do similar work within their own territory, and
which cooperate with the general board. The home mission board of the Liberty
Association of Indiana has a permanent fund of several thousand dollars, and has
been the means of advancing the interests of the association and of the denomina-
tion as much perhaps as any other one agency. Largely through its efforts the
present publishing house of the denomination was established.

For many years the General Baptists cooperated with the Free Baptists in
foreign mission work, but, since this was found to be not entirely satisfactory,
a foreign missionary society was organized in 1904, under direction and control
of the general association. In order that the foreign work to be undertaken in
future years might be successful, the society began at once to raise a permanent
endowment fund of $10,000.

Through the foreign mission board work is now being carried on in the Isla.nd
of Guam, where in 1926 there were several stations, oceupied by 2 American
missionaries and several native helpers. There are 2 organized churches, with
75 members. The amount contributed for this work in 1926 was about $5,000.
The value of property belonging to the denomination in foreign fields is esti-
mated at $10,000, and there is an endowment of $3,500.

The General Baptists have one educational institution, Oakland City College,
in Indiana, which includes a theological department. It has a faculty of ‘15
teachers and an average attendance of about 350 students, property valued at
$100,000, and an endowment of about $250,000. The amount contributed for
the support of the school during the year was about $20,000.

The publishing house at Owensville,:Ind., issues the ‘ Messenger,”’ the church
organ, which was established in 1886, and has assisted largely in building up and
strengthening the denomination and its institutions.

Sunday schools, women’s missionary and aid societies, and Chnstlan Endeavor
societies are maintained in many of the churches. -



