BAPTIST BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

It is a distinct principle with Baptists that they acknowiedge no human founder,
recognize no human authority, and subseribe to no human creed. - For all these
things, Baptists of every name and order go back to the New Testament. And
while no competent Baptist historian assumes to be able to trace a succession of
Baptist churches through the ages, most of them are of one accord in helieving
that, if we could secure the records, there would be found heroiec groups of be-
lievers in every age who upheld with their testimonies and, in many cases, with
their lives, the great outstanding and distinctive principles of the Baptist churches
of to-day.

As soon as the Reformation gave men opportunity to interpret the teachings
of the Scriptures for themselves, and to embody their convictions in speech and
act, persons holding Baptist doctrines immediately began to appear. In the
first quarter of the sixteenth eentury, they were found in Germany and Switser-
land, and were called Anabaptists (Re-baptizers), because they insisted that
persons baptized in infancy must, upon profession of conversion, and in order to
gain admission into church fellowship, be baptized again, although they do not
appear to have insisted always on immersion. These early Anabaptists were in
the main of high character, though in some instances they held doctrines which
led to fanatical outbreaks which aroused no little prejudice against them.

Gradually, in spite of severe persecution, the Anabaptists grew in numbers.
Some of them, driven from Germany, found refuge in the Low Countries and
these were gathered, under the lead of Menno Simons, into the groups of Men-
nonitest who passed over into England, and doubtless played an important part
in giving currency to Baptist principles. To their influence, in all probability,
the English Baptists owe their first churches, established in Amsterdam in 1608
and in London in 1611. Glimpses of them appear in the days preceding the
Commonwealth, and during the Cromwellian period they became more prominent.
1t was due to this Mennonite influence that the early Baptist churches in England
were Arminian rather than Calvinistic in type, and were termed General Baptists,
indieating belief in a universal atonement, in distinction from Particular Baptists,
indicating & limited atonement. The first Calvinistic or Particular Baptist
church was formed in London in 1638, its members seceding peaceably from an
older Separatist congregation. In 1641 a further secession from the same Sepa-
ratist church occurred, and the new group became convinced from study of the
New Testament that the apostolic baptism was immersion. They sent one of
their number to Holland, where he was immersed by a minister of the Collegiate
church at Rhynsberg, where the practice of immersion had been introduced, and
on his return the rest of the church were immersed. Gradually this practice was
adopted by all the Baptist churches and became in the popular mind their dis-
tinguishing feature. The General and Particular Baptists were united in 1891.

The first Baptist church in America was probably established by Roger Wil-
liams, the ¢ Apostle of Religious Liberty,” in Providence, R. 1., in 1639, although
this honor is disputed by the First Baptist Church of Newport, R. 1., organized,
it is claimed, with John Clarke as its pastor, the same year or shortly after.

1 See Mennonite Bodies, p. 842. 77
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Roger Williams was & Separatist 2 minister who came to the Massachusetts Colony
in 1631, and was banished from that colony because “he broached and divulged
new and dangerous opinions against the authority of magistrates.”” Having
established himself at Providence, he adopted essentially Baptist views and soon
gathered a number of converts to this faith. As there was no Baptist church in
existence in America at that time, he baptized Ezekiel Holliman, who thereupon
baptized him. Williams then baptized 10 others, and this company of Baptist
believers organized themselves into & church. John Clarke came from New
Hampshire to Newport about the same time, and, apparently without any con-
nection with the work of Williams, established a Baptist church in that town.

These early American Baptist churches belonged to the Particular, or Cal-
vinistic, branch. Later, Arminian views became widely spread for a time, but
ultimately the Calvinistic view of the atonement was generally accepted by the
main body of Baptists in the Colonies. The divisions which now exist began to
make their appearance at a relatively early date. In 1652 the church at Provi-
dence divided, one party organising a church which marked the beginning of the
General Six Principle Baptists. The S8eventh Day Baptist body organized its
first church at Newport in 1671. Arminianism practically disappeared from the
Baptist churches of New England about the middle of the eighteenth century,
but General Baptists were found in Virginia before 1714, and this branch gained
a permanent foothold in the South. As a result of the revival movement, gen-
erally known as the New Light movement, which followed George Whitefield’s
visit to New England in 1740, the Separate Baptists came into existence and at
one time were very numerous. The Free Baptists,® in 1779, once more gave a
general and widely accepted expression in New England to the Arminian view of
the atonement,

Soon after the Revolutionary War, the question of the evangelization of the
Negro race assumed importance, and a Colored Baptist church was organized in
1788. With the general revival movement at the close of the eighteenth and the
beginning of the nineteenth centuries, to which the Free Baptists owed no small
part of their growth, there developed, especially in the mountain sections of the
Middle West and in the Southern States, a reaction toward a sterner Calvinism,
.which, combined with the natural Baptist emphasis upon individualism, pro-
duced a number of associations strictly, even rigidly, Calvinistic, some of them
going to the extent of dualism, as in the doctrine of the Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit
Predestinarian Baptists.

About the same time, as missionary work became organised into societies,
many of these associations opposed, not so much mission work itself, as its
organization, through fear of a developing ecclesiasticism. These were variously
termed ‘‘ Old School,” *‘ Anti-Mission,”” * Hard Shell,” and * Primitive’’ Baptists;
but gradually the term “‘ Primitive’’ became the most widely known and adopted.
In contradistinction to these, the associations, or churches, which approved of
missionary societies, came to be designated Missionary Baptists, though there
was no definite denominational organization under that name.

The denominations mentioned, however, do not represent all who hold Baptist
views, for during the revival period just referred to, the Disoiples of Christ, or
Churches of Christ, arose, who in practice are essentially Baptists, although they
differ from the other bodies in some interpretations. With them also may be
classed the Adventists, the Brethren (Dunker, Plymouth, and River), Mennon-
ites, and certain other bodies. The Armenian and Eastern Orthodox Churches
practice baptism by immersion, but do not }Mmit it to those of mature years.

T See Congregational Churches, p. 453.
3 In 1926 the Free Baptist churches are included with those of the Northern Baptist Convention.
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It thus appears that a survey of Baptist bodies should include not only those
which make the term an integral part of their title, but some which are not
ordinarily classed with them. It is also evident that among those who accept
the name Baptists there are many differences, some of great importance. Sev-
enth Day Baptists agree with other Baptists bodies except in regard to the Sab-
bath, but the distinction between Primitive Baptists and Free Will Baptists is
much more marked than between Baptists and Disciples. Any presentation of
the strength of Baptist denominations must take into account these divergencies.

By far the largest body of Baptists, not only in the United States but in the
world, is that popularly known as “Baptist,’”” though frequently referred to, and
listed in the census of 1890, as ‘‘ Regular Baptists.”” Other Baptist bodies prefix
some descriptive adjective, such as ‘ Primitive,” ‘United,” “ General,” ‘' Free
Will,” etec., but this, which is virtually the parent body, commonly has no such
qualification. Its churches, however, are ordinarily spoken of as ‘ Northern,”
““Southern,” and ‘“Colored.” This does not imply any divergence in doctrine or
ecclesiastical order. All are one in these respects. It is rather a distinction
adopted for administrative purposes, and based upon certain local or racial charac-
teristics and oonditions, the recognition of which implies no lack of fellowship or
of unanimity of purpose. Should these distinctions cease to exist, there is nothing
whatever to prevent the same unity in matters of administration which now exists
in belief, fellowship, and ecclesiastical practice.

STATISTICS

The denominations grouped as Baptists in 1926, 1916, and 1906 are listed in
the table below, with the principal statistics as reported for the three periods.
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Total for the group_ ... Jeo, 1928, 440, 922 045, 096 4, 654, 41
Baptists: [
Northern Baptist Convention.} 7, 611'1, 289, 966 318, 486} 6, 9990'1, 052, 794
Southern Baptist Convention.|23, 374 3, 524, 378, g 004, 563(/19, 882 2, 345, 630
Negro Baptists...._.._......_. 22, 0813, 196, 623 19, 475,981/ » 121, 362
General Six Principle Baptists. ... 6 293 20, 500 3,046 220
Seventh Day Baptists__.._.__..... 132, 068| 4,033
Free Will Baptists____..__..____._. 252, 613 38, 199
United American Free Will Bap-
tists (Col ) P 67,7713 5,077
Free Will Baptists (Bullockites)... 100 15
QGeneral Baptists_____________.____ 113, 825 18, 797
Beparate Baptists..._....ocoeececaaas 9, m! 1,782
Re Baptists. . coceeceieceanan 55, 61 4, 690
United Baptists_ ____.......c...... 15, 004 2,005
Duck River and Kindred Asso-
ciations of Baptists (Baptist
Church of Christ) .« ceveveceenn.n. 798
Primitive Baptists_..... .. ........ 166, 847, 181
Colored Primitive Baptists_.______ 39, 419 2,278
Two-8eed-in-the-Spirit  Predesti-
narian Baptists..____________._.__ L 2| I SN
Independent Baptist Church of
America. . oo ocemceacoccmaemana 2, 499 146
American Baptist Association..... 482, 58, 228


















