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and have preserved their independent status from habit rather than from differ-
ence of opinion. Not bcing included in the denominational returns, however,
they are classed as independent.

The fourth class includes churches which were organized by individuals inde-
pendent of any denominational status, some that originally had denominational
connection, and some which are the result of holiness or evangelistic movementas.
An outstanding example of this class is the Angelus Temple of Los Angeles. In
some cases these independent churches have come into affiliation and subsequently
into organization, so that several of the denominations included in the report on
religious bodies, as the Christian and Missionary Alliance and the Pentecostal
and Holiness churches, are largely composed of churches that formerly were
classed as independent. This group includes also the Christian Catholic Apos-
tolic Church in Zion, organized in 1896 by John Alexander Dowie, with head-
quarters at Zion City, Ill., and cultivating a strong religious and industrial com-
munity life.

With regard to all these classes it is to be noted that they represent a con-
stantly shifting number. In each class, occasionally, a church which is one year
reported as independent will in another year be reported as identified with some
ecclesiastical body. Others, lacking the support of some general body, drop out
of existence entirely or become consolidated with other churches. Two denomina-
tions included in previous reports—the Church Transcendent and Nonsectarian
Churches of Bible Faith—have disintegrated and any organizations formerly
belonging to them are now included among the Independent Churches.

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

The withdrawal from the list of Independent Churches, as reported in 1916,
of the denominational federated churches has left a group for which no special
features either of doctrine or polity can be definitely stated. Each of the
organizations included in this report draws up its own creed, adopts its
own form of organization, chooses its own officers, makes its own conditions of
membership, and conducts its own worship as it chooses, and no general state-
ment is practicable, except that the union and interdenominational churches
accord more or less closely to the customs of the denominations represented in
their organizations. There is evidence, however, of a certain loose organization
among the undenominational churches in the States of Kansas, Missouri, Iowa,
and Wisconsin.

While it is probable that most of the individual churches carry on the usual
programs of religious and social activities, no reports on these were received.



