UNITED BRETHREN BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The denominations grouped under the name United Brethren, in 1926, 1918,
and 1906 are listed in the table below, with the principal statistics as reported
for the three periods. These three bodies had a common origin, in the formation
about 1800 of the denomination called the United Brethren in Christ; the small
group known as the United Christian Church and reported in 1926 for the first
time, separated in 1864; and the Church of the United Brethren in Christ (Old
Constitution) separated in 1889. The general history for these three bodies,
as well as the general statement of doctrine and organization, is presented in
connection with the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, the largest body.
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The United Christian Church originated in the breaking away, about the year
1864, of a number of members of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ,
both ministerial and lay. They were opposed, ‘‘on account of conscientious
oonvictions” to some of the doctrines and practices, as then held and practiced
by the church; these principally related to infant baptism, voluntary bearing of
arms, and the admission of members of oath-bound secret organizations into the
church.

For some years after their withdrawal the dissenting members met for worship
from time to time in private houses, barns, groves, and in the few meeting houses
that were open to them. Near the end of the year 1868 interest in the meetings
increased to such a degree that it was necessary to procure a church in which to
hold regular services.

The development of the organization of the church is shown by the adoption
of the confession of faith in 1877, of the present name of the denomination in
1878, of a revised confession of faith in 1892, and of the constitution and disci-
pline in 1894.. Annual conferences have been held since 1878 and annual camp
meetings since 1897.

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

This denomination holds the beliefs of other orthodox evangelistic churches in
regard to the Trinity, the Scriptures, justification, regeneration, and the observ-
ance of the Sabbath. It admits man’s total depravity, and defines sanctification
as being ‘‘born again,” by which experience men are ‘‘separated in their acts,
words, and thoughts from sin.”

The ordinances of the church are baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and foot washing;
the mode of baptism is left to individual choice, provided only that it shall be
administered in the water if possible.

The early attitude of the church toward secret societies is still held by this body.

The organization follows in the main that of the Methodist Episcopal Church;
the conferences are limited, however, to district and annual conferences. They
follow the itinerant plan, in the ministry, and local preachers have a vote in the
annusal conference. The headquarters of the church are at Palmyra, Pa. No
report of the denominational activities of the church in 1926 was obtained.

1 This statement was prepared from information supplied by Rev. M. D. Landis, presiding elder, United
Christian Church.,



