METHODIST BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The Methodist churches of America, in common with those of England and
other lands, trace their origin to a movement started in Oxford University
in 1729, when John and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, and a number of
others began to meet for religious exercises. Finding as they read the Bible
that, as John Wesley expressed it, they ‘‘could not be saved without holiness,
they followed after it, and incited others so to do.”” During the succeeding
years the little company was derisively called “ The Holy Club,” ‘‘Bible Bigous,”
“Methodists,” etc.; and this last term, intended to describe their methodical
habits, seems to have been accepted by them almost immediately, as the move-
ment they led soon became widely known as the “ Methodist movement.” The
next step and its outcome are described by John Wesley as follows: “They saw
likewise that men are justified before they are sanctified, but still holiness was
their object. God then thrust them out to raise a holy peaple. * #* #* In
the latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten persons came to me in London and
desired that I would spend some time ‘with theri in prayer, and advise them
how to flee from the wrath to come; this was the rise of the United Society.”

About this time, the Wesleys came into intimate relations with the Moravians,
first on a visit to America ! and subsequently in London, and at their head-
quarters in Herrnhut, Saxony, and to the influence of these conferences may be
traced much of the spiritual power of the new movement.

The three leaders, although ordained ministers of the Church of England,
soon found themselves excluded from many of the pulpits of the Established
Church on the ground that they were preachers of new doctrines, and they were
obliged to hold their meetings in private houses, halls, barns, and in the fields.
As converts were received they were organized into societies for worship, and as
the work expanded class meetings were formed for the religious care and training
of members. Then the circuit system was established, by which several congrega-
tions were grouped under the care of one lay preacher; the itinerancy came into
existence, as the lay preachers were transferred from one appointment to another
for greater efficiency; and finally, in 1744, the annual conference was instituted,
in which Mr. Wesley met all his workers. Thus the principal distinctive features
of the Methodist organization grew out of the necessities of the work.

As was natural, the doctrinal position accorded in the main with that of the
Church of England, and the Articles of Religion were largely formulated from the
Thirty-nine Articles of that church, although no formal creed was accepted save
the Apostles’ Creed. The stricter doctrines of Calvinism, predestination, and
reprobation were cast aside, and the milder emphasis of Arminianism on repent-
ance, faith, and holiness was accepted. As John Wesley said: * The first of these
we count as it were the porch of religion; the next, the door; the third, religion
itself.” This acceptance of Arminianism caused a divergence, though not a
permanent breach, between the Wesleys and Whitefield. Whitefield was Cal-
vinistic, though not of the extreme type, and became identified with the Calvin-
istic Methodists, both the Welsh body2? and the Countess of Huntingdon’s
Connection. He afterwards withdrew from the leadership of the latter body, and
gave himself to general revival work in England and America.

15ce Methodist Episcopal Church, p. 926,
1 8ee Presbyterian bodles, p. 1112.

914



METHODIST BODIES 915

Though the Wesleys lived and died in full ministerial relations with the Church
of England, serious differences arose, as already noted, between that church and
the Methodists. In 1745 John Wesley wrote that he was willing to make any
concession which conscience would permit, in order to live in harmony with the
clergy. of the Established Church, but he could not give up the doctrines he was
preaching, dissolve the societies, suppress lay preaching, or cease to preach in the
open air. For many years he refused to sanction the administration of the sacra-
ments by any except those who had been ordained by a bishop in the apostolic
succession, and he himself hesitated to assume authority to ordain; but the
Bishop of London having refused to ordain ministers for the Methodist societies
in America, which were left by the Revolutionary War without the sacraments,
Wesley, in 1784, by the laying on of hands, appointed or ordained men and gave
them authority to ordain others. He thus ordained Thomas Coke, D. C. L.,
who was already a presbyter of the Church of England, to be superintendent of
the Methodist societies in America, and set apart for a similar purpose in Great
Britain Alexander Mather, who had not been episcopally ordained.

The development of church government, while following the general lines laid
down by Wesley, was somewhat different in England and in America. In England
the conference remained supreme, and the superintendency was not emphasized.
In America the superintendency was in fact an episcopacy which, while not
corresponding exactly to the episcopacy of the Church of England, became a
very decided factor in church life. In each country, but especially in America,
considerable opposition has developed at different times in connection with some
features of the parent body, and divisions have resulted. In every case, how-
ever, the general principles of the founders have been preserved, and, notwith-
standing the various separations, the Wesleyan Methodist Connection in England
and the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States remain the strongest
representatives of the movement initiated in Oxford nearly two centuries ago.

It is to be noted that the influence of the Methodist doctrine and church organ-
ization has jnot been confined to those bodies which have adopted the name
Methodist, but has been manifest in the development of a number of bodies
which use modified forms of the episcopal, presbyterial, and congregational
systems. In the United States several bodies, including the Evangelical Asso-
ciation and the United Evangelical Church (now one denomination), the United
Brethren bodies, and particularly the large number of organizations emphasizing
the doctrine of ‘“holiness,” or entire sanctification, claim to be true exponents of
the doctrines of the Wesleys, while their polity is generally Methodist in type.
On the other hand, the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, with whom Whitefield
identified himself, were Presbyterian in polity, though Methodist in every other
respect, as are the Wesleyan Methodist and some other Methodist churches in
England and America.

STATISTICS

The denominations grouped as Methodists in 1926, 1916, and 1906 are listed
in the following table with the principal statistics as reported for the three periods.
Since 1916 there have been some changes. The African American Methodist
Episcopal Church has disbanded. Other bodies have been added—the Reformed
Methodist Church, the Independent African Methodist Episcopal Church, and
the Holiness Methodist Church, the last an organization listed in 1916 as the
Lumber River Mission under the Evangelistic Associations. For general con-
venience of reference the Negro bodies have been grouped together in 1926, as in
1916. There were 15 independent churches reported at the 1890 census, with
a membership of 2,569; these were not reported as a group, however, at the two
succeeding censuses, probably having been absorbed by various denominations.
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CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

TasLe 6.—CHURCH EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY ScHooLS, BY STaTES, 1926:
ArricaN MEeTHODIST EP1scorAL CHURCH

[Separate presentation is imited to States having 3 or more churches reporting expenditures]

s EXPENDITURES DURING YEAR SUNDAY SCHOOLS
E 3
2% Forcurrent|  For o
BTATE ng a8 expenses | bemevo- | Not || 85 (Off
oL Total ¢ o« | and | Schol-
R amount || 80dim- | lences, clas- &% | teach-
g g8 o prove- | misslons, | sified | 52 | ‘G0 ars
& oe ments etc. oe
I
United States__.. 6,708 ||6,492 {$7, 600, 161 ||$8, 205, 632 i$1,257,397 {$137,132 | 5,884 | 43,388 | 288, 247
Massachusetts...______ 16 16 59, 510 51, 486 8,00 | _____... 14 135 1,313
Rhode Island . ... _____ b 5 13, 935 11, 285 2,650 [.._..... 5 4“4 03
Connecticut...._...._.. 7 7 30, 750 26, 200 4,460 [_____._.. ] 60 0
New York._.___....._. 58 56 262, 324 221, 955 40,369 |......... 53 463 4,060
New Jersey.........__. 101 || 101 310, 345 263,613 45,432 1, 92 792 7.0
Pennsylvania._.___.____. 174 170 641, 160 549, 114 0468 | ... 168 | 1,043 | 14,378
Ohio. ..o 149 || 134 355, 698 260, 866 48,083 | 387,750 || 124 1,703 11,813
Indiapa....._.......... 67 85 170, 799 148, 301 21, 433 1,085 6l 552 3,45
Nlnois...........__. 113 110 359, 532 318, 568 40,964 |______.._ 107 | 1,074 | 13,861
fchigan.. . __.________ 42 41 210, 314 188, 052 24,162 | _._.. 39 368 4,085
Wisconsin_...._....._. 5 8 10, 708 6, 565 4,143 | __. 2 10 50
Minnesota..._......... 8 8 34,885 27, 760 4,328 2,800 7 60 61
(1}, £ Y, 27 b44 59, 644 46, 854 11, 090 1,700 b~ 200 1, 881
Missoari. ... 165 115 107, 619 105, 180 2,439 | ... ... 101 750 ol
Nebraska...._.._..____ 10 7 25, 440 21,313 4127 [ ___. [ 81 607
................ 77 ” 92, 435 47,626 6,952 | 37,857 72 601 3,078
Delaware. ._._......... 63 61 64, 543 54, 754 9, 339 450 53 257 1, ™0
Maryland.___..._..__... 100 100 225, 947 186, 447 39,500 |......... o4 868 7,908
District of Columbia. .. 7 7 44,079 37,080 6,909 _______. 7 84 1,5
Virginia_ . ... 108 107 186, 798 155, 834 30,964 |......... 107 835 7,430
West Virginia...__..... 64 58 58, 559 48, 509 10,050 | _._.... 47 300 1, 430
North Carolina...__... 205 203 202, 640 162, 202 40,438 |__..__... 163 | 1,512 11,188
South Carolina._.._... 546 533 437,040 350, 952 85, 310 84 491 | 3,757 27,723
Qeorgia. .o o.coo._.. 1,173 |1, 149 743, 393 587, 211 134,342 | 21,840 984 | 5,886 | 38 047
Florid8.... oo 604 668 786,123 608, 432 167,497 { 10,194 508 | 4,256 | 25, 908
Kentucky. 130 130 137, 64 114,763 22,511 (. ... 121 866 8, 517
'ennessee. 23 232 195, 536 160, 827 28,709 |......... 210 | 1,445 9, 221
Alabama. .. 524 518 384, 136 309, 697 74,039 400 482 | 38,317 22 #81
Mississippi- 397 393 183, 422 148, 052 32,868 2, 602 381 | 2,484 12499
Arkansas 404 || 397 317,483 61, 440 6,085 379 ) 3,026 | 14,738
Louisiana. 206 204 , 066 177, 165 28,901 |_........ 185 1,158 7,583
Oklahomsa 107 106 92, 186 76, 405 15, 381 400 97 631 3,430
Taxas. oo, 640 619 441, 382 349, 850 81,657 | 10,075 520 | 8,317 | 16,790
Montans. ............. 7 [ 5, 599 4,213 1,386 [......... 7 43 187
Colorado. .............. 13 8 1,820 50 20| 1,570 1 2 7
Washington.._..._.._.. 8 7 21,069 18, 686 2,383 | ... 8 60 49
California_.._...._.._._. 38 38 105, 952 [ 85,711 20,241 |.__._.... 3 314 2,457
I
Other States.._________ 27 9 14,120 i1 11,166 2, 544 410 7 40 202
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We consider every child of God a member of the mystical body of Christ,
* * * vyetin the political government of our church we prohibit our white
brethren from electing or being elected into any office among us, save that of a
preacher or public speaker.

As reasons for this action they gave the inconveniences arising from white
people and people of color mixing together in public assemblies, more partic-
ularly in places of public worship.

In 1799 Allen was ordained deacon, and the church, according to an arrange-
ment already made, remained under the discipline of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and the jurisdiction of a white elder. This arrangement, however, did
not work very well, and contentions between the white and Negro Methodists of
the city increased to such an extent that an appeal was made to the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania. The court declared in favor of the Bethel Church,
which thus became an independent body. In 1814 the Methodist Episcopal
elders announced that the white preachers could no longer maintain pastoral
-responsibility for the Negro congregation, and in 1816 Richard Allen and 15 others
called together a number of similar societies, which had been formed in New
Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, to meet in Philadelphia to organize a church
of Negro persons with autonomous government. This convention was held in
April of that year and resulted in the organization of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. The movement received the cordial assistance and sympathy
of a number of white persons, among whom were Dr. Benjamin Rush, Robert
Ralston, William McKean, and Bishop White, of the Protestant Episcopal
Church.

Having become a distinct body by reason of separation from the Methodist
Episcopal Church, they found it necessary at this first General Conference to
elect one of their own body who was adequate to be set apart in Holy Orders to
superintend the connection then formed. The Rev. Richard Allen, who had
been ordained to preach by Bishop Asbury seventeen years previously, was
unanimously elected to that office and on the eleventh day of April, 1816, was
solemnly set apart to the episcopal office by prayer and imposition of the hands
of five regularly ordained ministers, one of whom, Absalom Jones, was a priest
of the Protestant Episcopal Church under the diocese of the Right Reverend
Bishop White, of Pennsylvania,

For the first 20 years the operations of the new denomination were confined
chiefly to Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland. Later they were
extended to the New England States, New York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri,
Kentucky, and Louisiana, in the last State being represented in New Orleans
alone. Previous to the Civil War, comparatively little was done in the South-
ern States, but during the War, through the influence of two chaplainsg in the
United States Army, the Rev. W. H. Hunter and the Rev. H. M. Turner, and of
some Negro soldiers who were also preachers, two organizations were formed on
the South Atlantic coast. After the war the church extended rapidly through-
out the South, and to-day it is represented in each of the original slave States,
while its northern field includes the Northern States from the Atlantic to the
Pacific and the Province of Ontario in Canada.

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

As already indicated, the African Methodist Episcopal Church, {in doctrine and
polity, is in substantial agreement with the Methodist Episcopal Church.?* The
governing bodies are the General Conference, annual conference, district confer-
ence, quarterly conference, and church conference. Bishops preside over general
and annual conferences, presiding elders at district and quarterly conferences, and

1 See Methodist Episcopal Church, p. 928.
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the preacher in charge at the church conference and all'boards of the local church.
General boards are constituted by nomination of bishops at the General Con-
ference and must be approved by that conference. They are presided over by
one of the bishops. Each General Conference is composed of the bishops, general
officers, presidents and deans of universities, colleges, and seminaries, chaplains
of the Army, and ministerial and lay delegates (representative of annual confer-
ences and the electoral college in each annual conference jurisdiction).

The General Conference, which convenes quadrennially, is the legislative
body of this denomination and also exercises judicial powers and prerogatives
over the conduct and character of a certain class of its membership. Annual and
district conferences convene once each calendar year and quarterly conferences
four times a year. The church conference convenes whenever the pastor and his
local church deem it necessary. Special commissions may be appointed or
authorized by any of the conferences but such committees when so appointed can
proceed to act only within the specified limits and restrictions connected with such
appointment, or selection, and their action is subject always to the approval of
the body appointing them, unless it is expressly stated to the contrary.

Each department of the church is supervised by a board of 18 members, one
for each episcopal district, to which the general officer or managing director muss
submit a report at least annually during each quadrennium; this board is charged
also with the duty of filling any vacancies occurring during the quadrennium.

General operations of the church are carried on through departments under
the following titles: Publication Department, Missionary Department, Depart-
ment of Finance, Department of Education, Department of A. M. E. Review,
Department of Sunday School Union, Department of Church Extension, Depart-
ment of Southern Christian Recorder, Department of Allen Christian Endeavor
. Society, Department of Western Christian Recorder, Department of Sunday
School Literature, Department of Historical and Literary Societies, Secretary of
Laymen’s Movement, Sccretary of the General Conference.

WORK

The missionary work of the cnurch is carried ‘on by the Home and Foreign
Missionary Department, the Woman’s Mite Missionary Society, and the Woman's
Home and Foreign Missionary Society, with their auxiliaries.

The Home and Foreign Missionary Department which has the general charge
of the missionary activities of the church, was organized in 1844, as a result
of the report of the work of William Paul Quinn, who was commissioned by the
General Conference of 1840 as the church’s first general missionary and was
sent out to organize churches and temperance societies and to establish schools
for children. The missionary work in the South was begun as early as 1863,
and at present the society conducts mission schools and organized churches
throughout the United States and foreign lands. Outside of the United States,
the fields occupied are the following: Canada; West Africa, including Liberia
and Sierra Leone; South Afriea, including the Transvaal, Orange Free State,
Natal, and Cape Town; the West Indies; and Dutch and British Guiana, in
South America.

In 1898 Bishop H. M. Turner organized the Transvaal and the South African
conferences of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in South Africa, the
former with a church membership of 7,175, and the latter with a membership
of 3,625. The membership of these conferences has since been materially in-
creased by their connection with the movement known as the ‘ Ethiopian Move-
ment” in South Africa, a number of churches formerly connected with the Wes-
leyan Missionary Society of England having withdrawn from that organization
on account of its position on the race question. The report for 1926 ahows for the
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entire foreign field 156 stations, occupied by 4 American missionaries and 152
native helpers; 121 organized churches, with about 29,000 members; and 10
schools of higher grade, with about 2,000 pupils. The total amount contributed
for work on the foreign field during the year was $38,316.

There is published under the auspices of the missionary department a paper
called the ‘“Voice of Missions,” giving general church news, but emphasizing
missionary matters.

The general financial support of the missionary department is secured by
50 per cent of the annual collections taken by the churches and the Sunday
schools on Easter Sunday of each year, and 4 per cent of the ‘“dollar money”’
fund, which is supplemented by money raised by the auxiliary missionary
societies. The receipts for the last quadrennium were $316,285, including Easter
collections, $59,451; Parent Home and Foreign Missionary Society collection,
$12,056; 4 per cent of ‘‘dollar money,”’ $58,665; Woman’s Mite Missionary
Society, $17,795; Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society, $31,869; and
other designated receipts.

In close relation with the missionary department is the department of church
extension, organized for the purpose of caring for weak and struggling churches
and assisting in the mission work. At first it was connected with the Home and
Foreign Missionary Department, but in 1892 it was established on a separate
footing. It is supported by revenues accruing from 8 per cent of the ‘“dollar
money” fund, 25 per cent of all ‘‘children’s day money” admission fees, and
special receipts. The receipts for 1926 were $257,568.

The interest of the African Methodist Episcopal Church in education is indi-
cated by the fact that a special educational department was organized in 1884.
There are now under its supervision 17 institutions, including primary, industrial,
normal, collegiate, and university courses. Wilberforce University at Wilberforce,
Ohio, is the central institution, and connected with it is the Payne Theological
Seminary. There is also the Turner Theological Seminary, at Atlanta, Ga.

The income of these institutions includes a nominal sum from the students for
tuition, board, room rent, ete.; an appropriation by the General Conference of
8 per cent of the ‘“dollar money’’; and other contributions and appropriations
as may be specifically needed. A special Sunday in September of each year is
set apart as educational endowment day, and all churches and Sunday schools
in the connection are required to hold a rally for that cause. The report for 1926
shows $512,024 expended in the maintenance of these schools, in which there
were approximately 6,500 students. The value of the school property is estimated
at $3,972,300 and of the endowments at $140,000.

The Sunday School Union has for its special purpose the systematizing of
Sunday school work among Negroes, providing literature and textbooks, and
distributing Sunday school literature. For the purpose of forwarding this work a
special children’s day, the second Sunday in June, has been set apart, and 50 per
cent of the amount raised on that day is devoted to the general interests of the
Sunday school work.

The Publication Department is the oldest in the church, originating in 1817.
In 1841 the first number of the African Methodist Episcopal Magazine appeared
and was followed by a number of weekly papers—the Christian Herald (since 1852
called the Christian Recorder), the Southern Christian Recorder, and others. The
Publication Department publishes also the official book of discipline, hymn books,
calechisms, records, books for ministers’ study, and other official literature. The
special magazine of the church is the African Methodist Episcopal Church Review.

The General Conference of 1900, at Columbus, Ohio, organized the Allen
Christian Endeavor League, on the same general plan as the Epworth League and
the Christian Endeavor Society. There were in 1926 about 4,000 of these societies,
with 125,000 members.



