





464 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

TABLE 4.—VALUE oF CHURCH PrOPERTY, AND CHURCH DEBT, BY STATES, 1926:
CoNGREGATIONAL HoLiNEss CHURCH

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting vahe of edifices)

VALUE OF CHUERCH DEBT ON CHURCH
Total EDIFICKS EDIFICES
Number
STATE nux(r)xfber o;gh&xrch :
churches 1less || Churches | Churches
reporting Amount reporting | Amouant
; ,

United States._._.__...__.__ 25 19 ' 19|  $22,050 6 $865
Georgla. ... e 21 17 17 18,050 5 637
Other States. . __.__..___._.___._._._ 4 2 2 4,000 1 228

TasBLe 5.—CurUrcH EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY ScmooLs, BY STATES, 1926
CongrEGATIONAL HoLINEBS CHURCH

g 2 EXPENDITURES DURING YEAR SUNDAY SCHOOLS
ES
29
STATE k-] 2 ¥ For current | For benev- g; Officers
S (85| Total expenses | olences, Z | and ( Scholk
g% S §, amount and im- | missions, 5 g | teach- | ars
g 6 & provements etc. 8 @ ers
United States...._..... 25 24 $7,098 $5,472 $1,626 23 146 1,178
?}outhh(l:arolina ............... 2? z3) 1,100 746 354 g 2? %
@OPIB- oo oo oo 1 11
Alabama ... l2TTTTIIT 1 Y} rams 14,726 11,272 { 1 6 65

1 Amount for Alabama combined with figures for Georgia, to avoid disclosing the statistics of individual

churches.
HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The Congregational Holiness Church was organized January 19, 1921. It
was a separation from the Pentecostal Holiness Church, by & number of ministers
and entire congregations who desircd to establish a church having a congrega-
tional form of government, but retaining its holiness belief; the new denomina-
tion was accordingly called “ The Congregational Holiness Church.”

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

This denomination acknowledges belief in the Trinity, the inspiration of the
Seriptures, justification through repentance and faith, sanctification, divine
healing (but does not condeinn medical science), the personal second coming of
Christ, eternal punishment or eternal glory, the merits of the atonement, and
the salvation of the entire church. Baptism, foot washing, and the Lord’s Supper
are the ordinances of the church, the candidate being allowed liberty of conscience
in the mode of baptism and in the matter of foot washing, while all Christians
are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper. The crowning blessing of religious
experience is believed to be the baptism of the Holy Ghost, manifested by power
to speak in other tongues.

The conditions of membership are as follows: The candidate must know he is
born of God; must be in harmony with the articles of faith of the denomination;

1 This statement was furnished by Rev. B. L. Cox, assistant editor, The Gospel Messenger, Piedmont,
Ala,, and approved by him in its present form.,
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must abstain from the use of tobacco and slang and ‘‘other things that are con-
trary to holy living”’; and must take the Bible as his rule of conduct. No one
who belongs to oath-bound secret socicties will be received as a member.

The form of government is congrcgational. The highest governing body of
the denomination is the General Association, delegates to which are elected by
the annual associations. Church officers are alectod annually. Each church is
authorized to elect 3 trustees of church property, 1 deacon for every 20 members ,
or fractional part thereof, and a secretary and treasurer. Each church also has
the authority to elect its own pastor by a majority vote of its membership.
Women may be licensed to preach, but are not ordained.

WORK

The church issues a periodical—~The Gospel Messenger—which is published
twice a month, as the official organ of the church. It also issues Sunday school
literature.

There are no schools or ¢colleges under the management of the church at present.



