EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT

Under this head are included various associations of churches which are more
or less completely organized and have one general characteristic, namely, the
conduct of evangelistic or missionary work.

In a few cases they are practically denominations, but for the most part,
while distinct from other religious bodies, they are dominated by the evangelistic
conception rather than by doctrinal or ecclesiastical distinctions. None of
them is large, and some are very small and local in their character.

Since 1916 there have been some changes. The Church of God (Apostolic)
has been added but the Lumber River Mission is now known as the Holiness
Methodist Church and listed with the Methodist bodies. The Church Trans-
cendent and the Voluntary Missionary Society in America have ceased to exist,
and no report was received from the Peniel Missions. Two bodies are listed
under new names—Apostolic Faith Mission, reported in 1916 and 1906 as Apostolic
Faith Movement, and Missionary Bands of the World, formerly reported as
Pentecost Bands of the World.

The bodies grouped under the head ‘‘ Evangelistic Associations’ in 1926, 1916,
and 1906 are listed as follows, with the principal statistics as reported for the

three censuses.
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Comparative data, 1906 to 1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the
censuses of 1926, 1916, and 1906.

TABLE 2.—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1906 To 1926: CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION

ITEM 1926 } 1916 1906

Churches (local organizations) ... .o oo 2 7 9
Increase ! over preceding census:

5
[
A hurch $1, 000 sz,% ii 440
verageperchurch. ... ..., 1, ’
Debt—Churches reporting.... ... .... U I AR 2
Amount reported. ... iiccecec)eccmieees $600
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting . . . . . oo coo oo 1 L 2 P,
Amount reported . . . ..o e icaeao- $250 $1,65 .. ........
nt expenses and improvements...__.._..__._..__. e $200 $1, 601 ] ____________
Benevolences, missions, ete ... .. ... ... $50 $40 ' .
Average expenditure per church. ________._______._____________. X $250 $330 |
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. ... ... 2] - 5 7
Officersand teachers...__ .. ... . ... ... 18 53 3
2T o) U o N 165 376 : 332
1
i A minus siﬁn (—) denotes decrease. 1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

This body was organized in the year 1899, at Kokomo, Ind., with the special
purpose of securing a broader Christian fellowship and of emphasizing and sys-
tematizing works of charity. It has district assemblies and also a general assem-
bly which meets annually.

1 This statement, which is substantially the same us that published in Part II of the Report on Religlous
Bodies, 1916, has been revised by May Puckett Foster, bishop of the Christian Congregation, and approved
by her in its present form.



