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The data given for 1926 represent 543 active organizations of the National
Bpiritualist Association, with 41,233 members. The classification of member-
ship by sex was reported by 469 churches and the classification by age was
reported by 376 churches, including, however, only §4 which reported any
members under 13 years of age. There was no debt on the five parsonages
reported.

Comparative data, 1890-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the
censuses of 1926, 1916, 1906, and 1890.

TABLE 2.—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1880 To 1026: NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST

ABSOCIATION
!
mEM . i 1926 1916 1906 18%0
)
Churches (local organizations) - -..cocccoeoocacaeen. | 543 343 454 334
Increase! over preceding census: '
Number 200 —111 ) -1 N
58, —24. 4 35,9 |occaccaecaa
23,197 85, 056 45,030
-11,859 -8, 074 |-
—33.8 —22. 1 e
68 o4 135
75 100 30
75 100 [oocameeo ..
$440, 955 9958, 048 $573, 650
| $5,879 $9,580 | .. _.....
ae| 34 38 |ceeecaes
l $79, 469 $79,570 | ...
Value—Churches reporting. ... _.-.......... 5 3 TS I
Amount reported. ..o oooooo... : $47, 550 $10, 000 83,700 | .oo._..
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting. - .o- oo ccceeccomceoeaacacans 463
Amount reported. ... .o..... ! $475, 842
Current expenses and improvements - 344, 668
Benevolences, missions, ete....___..._...._. $74, 003
Not classified. .. e aanaa $57,171
Average expenditure per chureh.._.__........_. $1,028
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. ... oL 86 75 (L2 IS
Officers and teachers. ..o ceceooemeaanao . 430 450 436 | ...
L2101 T0) Y o S 5,412 3,180 2,609 | ceeeaaa

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the National
Spiritualist Association by States. Table 3 gives for each State the number and
membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban or rural
territory and the total membership classified by sex. Table 4 gives for selected
States the number and membership of the churches for the three censuses from
1908 to 1926, together with the membership for 1926 classified as under 13 years of
age and 13 years of age and over. Table 5 shows the value of church property and
the debt on such property, for 1926 alone. Table 6 presents, for 1920, the church
expenditures, showing separately the amounts expended for current expenses
and improvements, and for benevolences, etc., and also gives the data for Sunday
schools. Separate presentation in Tables 5 and 6 is limited to those States in
which three or more churches reported the principal items shown (values or expend-
itures), in order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of any individual
church. The States omitted from these tables can be determined by referring to
the complete list which appears in Table 3.
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1320 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1026

No religious test is required of anyone desiring to become a member of a
Spiritualist church; but he must present evidence of good character and be
well recommended by members of the organization. Some local societies have
public services for acceptance of members and require all candidates to give
public assent to belief in Spiritualism and to the principles upon which it rests.

ORGANIZATION

The organization of the Spiritualists is congregational. Local societies are
associated in State organizations and these again in the national organization.
It is true, however, that many Spiritualists decline to affiliate with any organized
society, lest their freedom as individuals might be abridged thereby. Others
live at remote points or in States which have neither local nor State organizations.
It therefore follows that the State and local societies represent only a small per-
centage of the actual followers of this movement. On the other hand, it is not
known what proportion of the people who attend independent meetings are
believers in Spiritualism, the average attendance at every meeting of an active
society being three times its membership.

The National Association is incorporated under the laws of the District of
Columbia, and has headquarters in the city of Washington; all of the State
associations and a large majority of the local societies are affiliated with it. A
board of nine trustees, elected annually by delegates from the chartered auxiliaries
assembled in convention, exercises general supervision over the entire movement
in America.

The Spiritualists have their manual of services providing for the ordination of
ministers, and a regular ritual for use at public meetings, marriages, baptisms,
and funerals. The ministry includes three classes—ordained clergymen, who hold
papers as such from the National Association; lay ministers or licentiates, who
have been appointed leaders of local societies in the absence of regular speakers,
and who in time may be advanced to full ordination; and associate ministers,
who are generally known as ‘‘mediums.” These associate ministers are not
eligible to full ordination.

Candidates for ordination are recommended by the local societies over which
they are to preside as pastors; they are ordained by a State Spiritualist associa-
tion, when authorized by the president of the National Association, or, where no
State association exists, by an ordination commission of the National Spiritualist
Association, and they receive certificates from the board of trustees of the Na-
tional Association. Lay ministers, recommended by the local societies to which
they belong, receive appointment from the State association or directly from the
national body itself. All associate ministers must present evidence of member-
ship in some local society for a period of two years before they are entitled to
appointment. Special emphasis is laid upon the moral and educational qualifi-
cations of candidates for the ministry, and all possible care is exercised to pre-
vent unworthy persons from being admitted into fellowship.

The local organizations have in great numbers adopted the name of ‘church,”
and incorporate as such. -They have erected edifices they call ‘“temples,” of
which there are 600 or more in the United States. The system of itinerant speak-
ers serving a month or two in a place is passing away, and local ministers or
mediums serving permanently are taking their place. Many local churches have
called regular pastors, on yearly contracts.

The conventions of the National Association are held annually, these con-
claves being movable and composed of delegates from subsidiary organizations.
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The unification of Spiritualists in the one national body is rapidly being con-
summated; and with thisits mental, moral, and spiritual influence is strengthened.?

WORK

The first Sunday school or “lyceum’ was organized by Andrew Jackson
Davis in 1863, and for a number of years it was a very popular feature, but of
late interest in it has declined. The exercises were of a unique character, typify-
ing some principle in everyday life, or some element in nature, and including
calisthenic exercises and marching with music and flags. Bands of mercy, in
behalf of dumb animals, and sunflower clubs, both largely of a social character,
are organizations designed for children of different ages.

Many loeal societies received substantial aid from what are known as ‘‘women’s
unions’”’ and ‘“‘ladies’ aid societies.”” Home circles are held for the purpose of
investigating the phenomena that may be developed at such gatherings, with
the hope that some intelligent message may be received from the spirit world.
A few scientific organizations have been formed, for a number of years, for the
purpose of sifting all reported psychical manifestations with the hope of ulti-
mately being able to separate the genuine from the spurious.

During the last few years the missionary work has been carried on through
the agency of a small number of missionaries at large, who are authorized to
organize societies, solicit funds, etc. These are mostly itinerant ministers, who
have charges of their own and spend only a part of their time in this work and
receive no compensation for it. A fund, now amounting to about $50,000, is
being developed for the purpose of carrying on general propaganda work.

The camp meetings, or summer assemblies, lasting from 10 days to 10 weeks,
employ from 4 to 20 speakers each season, each being a separate organization
on its own financial basis. The association maintains a relief fund for the
benefit of aged and indigent ministers and mediums, amounting in 1926 to
about $12,000.

The National Association has 1 school, the Morris Pratt Institute, established
in Wisconsin in 1902, which in 1926 reported 3 teachers, 18 students, property
valued at $25,000, and an endowment of $65,000. It also has a large circulating
library at its headquarters, and sends out thousands of tracts annually to all
quarters of the globe. A few of the churches of the denomination conduct
during a part of each year a term of scholastic work, mainly for the education
of workers. The literature of spiritualism, aside from the works of Andrew
Jackson Davis, has been developed since 1852, and it is estimated that not less
than 2,000 volumes bearing upon this subject have been published in the last
half century. Five weekly journals and 3 monthly magazines are published in
its interest in the United States.

Many of the societies which formerly met in halls are now erecting church
edifices; 100 or more already own their places of meeting. The National Asso-
ciation has property in Washington, D. C., valued at $65,000, and it is proposed
to erect there a national temple with suitable lecture halls, class rooms, searce
rooms, and laboratory for research work, to promote the scientific as well as the
philosophical and religious aspects of Spiritualism.

1 It is to be noted that this statement relates simply to the National Spiritualist Association as a religious
body and has no reference to the work of the SBociety for Psychical Research, that being a purely seientific
body, though its members, as Professor Hyslop, 8ir Oliver Lodge, 8ir Conan Doyle, and others, affirm
very strongly its intimate relation to religious belief and life,



