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602 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES:; 1926

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

In doctrine and polity the church is in general accord with the Methodist
bodies, except that it has chiefs or superintendents in place of bishops, and pastors
and deacons are the officers in the local church. A chief pastor is chosen to pre-
side over the whole denomination, and all appointments to offices in the church,
as well as to pastorates, are made by him. The laity has from the beginning had
a share in the conduct of the local church, and also in the general assembly.

WORK

The principal activity of the church is the care of the poor, who are provided
for directly through the church officers, each local church being expected to pro-
vide for its needy ones. There are also district evangelists, appointed by the
chief pastor, whose duty it is to care for the unevangelized communities. No
late statistics for the work of this denomination have been received.



