CHURCH OF GOD

(HEADQUARTERS, ANDERSON, IND.)

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Church of God for the year 1926 is presented in
Table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory.

The membership of this body consists of those persons who profess union with
Christ alone and who worship together in the local congregations, besides a num-
ber of scattered adherents.

TaBLe 1.—SumMMary oF StaTisTics FOR CRURcCHES IN UrBAN AND RURAL
TerriTorY, 1926: CavrcH oF Gop (HEADQUARTERS, ANDERSON, IND.)

|
PERCENTOF TOTAL!
In urban In rural
ITEM Total territory ! | territory !
. Urban | Rural
Churches (loca! organizations)............... 932 428 504 45.9 54.1
Members_ .. emeaan. 38, 240 24, 643 13, 606 64.4 35.6
Average per church. ... _..._...._. 41 58 27 Heeeeaeee leemeeee
Membership by sex:
Male. oo 14,318 9, 094 63.5 38.5
Female_______.__.. ——-- 23, 142 14,772 8,370 63.8 36.2
Sex not reported..__._..._. . 789 77 12 098.5 1.5
Males per 100 females............ 61.9 6L86 (1 2| P I,
Membership by age:
Under 13 years. ... ... 1,418 954 462 67.4 326
13 years and over._. - 31,862 20,327 11, 535 63. 8 36.2
Agenotreported_ ______.___.______... 4,971 3, 362 1, 609 67.6 32.4
Per cent under 13 years 3________. 4.3 4.5 8 2| O BN
Chaurch edifices:
Number__ ... s 717 343 374 47.8 52.2
Value—Churches reporting. __ .- 697 335 362 481 51.9
Amount reported._.____.. -] 83,541,102 || $2,672 830 $868, 222 75.5 M5
Averago per church._.___.. ceee $5, 080 $7,979 2, 308 o e
Debt—Churches reporting.... . 314 216 68.8 31.2
Amount reported..__________._______ $726, 126 $641, 505 $34, 531 88. 4 1.6
Churches reporting ‘‘no debt” on
church edifice. ... .. ... 320 104 216 325 67.5
Parsonages:
Value—Churches reporting . .......__.._. 123 70 53 56.9 431
Amount reported.... ... .- $414, 950 $315, 400 $99, 550 76.0 240
Debt—Churches reporting.... - 63 39 b 3| P
Amount reported. ... ......_.. $97, 690 $83, 656 $14,034 85.6 14.4
Churches reporting “no debt'’ on
POrSONULe. oo iemaamaes 40 20 b | I | PN AR
Expenditurcs during year:
Churches reporting. ... ... .o ..... 817 305 422 48.3 51.7
Amount reported... .. ... ..__.___._.. $1,115,121 $844, 070 $271, 051 75.7 24.3
Current expenses and improvements. $305, 801 $602, 897 9202, 994 71.3 27
Benevolences, missions, etc $177, 601 $121, 041 $56, 560 68.2 3L.8
Not classified..._._...___._..._. - $41, 629 $30, 132 $11,497 72.4 7.6
Average cxpenditure per church.....____ $1, 365 $2,137 $642 | oo
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting 819 302 a7 47.9 521
Officers and teachers.... 6, 469 3,728 2, 741 57.8 42. 4
Bcholars. . ..o ceeaaceaas 61,448 37,687 23, 761 6 38.7

1 Urban territory includes all cities and other incorporated places which had 2,500 inhabitants or more in
1920, the date of thoe last Federal census; rural territory comprises the remainder of the country.

1 Per cent not shown whero base is less than 100.

# Based on membership with age classification reported.
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practice. Asa body they do not believe in participation in war. They denounce
secret orders and abstain from the use of all intoxicants and tobacco. They
believe in a life of practical holiness and devotion to God. :

The most distinctive doctrine held by the adherents of this communion is their
view of the church. They emphasize Christian unity. They hold sectarianism
to be anti-Scriptural, and claim that it has resulted from two causes in par-
ticular—the teaching and practice of unscriptural doctrines and the substitution
of the human for the divine in schemes of church organization and government.
They regard every effort to organize the church of Christ humanly as being
denominational and sectarian, and insist that the divine ckarisma is the only
Secriptural basis of ecclesiastical organization and government. According to
their view, reformation of the church, to be complete, must not only restore true
evangelical doctrine, as has been done in varying degrees during the Protestant
epoch, but it must also eliminate ecclesiasticism and restore the ideal of a Spirit-
filled, Spirit-directed church made up of all the true disciples of Jesus. They
seek to assume the universal attitude by refusing to set up human creed walls or
denominational standards of their own, or any other barriers to separate them-
selves from other Christians; emphasizing only those principles which properly
belong to Scriptural, universal Christianity.

Because of these particular beliefs, the Church of God does not regard itself
as a church among churches, but rather as a movement within the church. Its
followers accept no other church name than Church of God, although they
generally speak of the specific movement as ‘“The Reformation,’” and regard
themselves in their work as a sort of leaven diffusing itself through Christian
socicty and the world rather than as a geographically defined body of people
sccking to build up another church with a denominational consciousness. This
point of view, of union with Christ alone, with no formal adherence to a human
organization, makes exact membership of the church indefinite and reliable
statistics difficult to obtain. Wherever a number of followers exist they worship
together in local congregations; but there are many scattered adherents.

Since the principle of human organization of the church is repudiated, this
“reformation movement’’ recognizes no general ecclesiastical authority, except
such as exists in individuals by virtue of divine gifts and qualifications; and they
regard such authority as moral and spiritual, not positional, in its nature. The
work has, however, an associational character for business, educational, and
benevolent purposes. Ministers may meet voluntarily for mutual edification in
sectional or national assemblies, but these meetings are consultative and advisory
rather than authoritative; in them the ministers can take no general action
binding the consciences of individuals or congregations.

WORK

From a small beginning, the movement has grown rapidly. It has spread into
most of the States of the Union and has established church work in Canada,
England, Scotland, Ireland, the Scandinavian countries, Germany, Greece, and
Australia, while its foreign missionary work is planted in Japan, China, India,
Egypt, British East Africa, Syria, South America, and the British West Indies.

The gencral promotion and the educational work of the church is carried on
by the following boards and agencies: Gospel Trumpet Co., publishers of religious
literature, Anderson, Ind.; Board of Church Extension and Home Missions;
Board of Sunday Schools and Religious Education; Anderson Bible School and
Seminary; Board of Foreign Missions. No record is kept of the total amount
spent annually in the home field, but contributions to foreign missions in the
fiscal year 1926-27 exceeded $136,000.
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The Gospel Trumpet, their leading periodical in English, is published weekly
at Anderson, Ind.; The British Gospel Trumpet is published at Birkenhead,
England; and similar papers are published in German, Spanish, Arabic, Greek,
and other languages.

A general ministerial assembly, in conjunction with an international camp
meeting, is held annually in June, at Anderson, Ind. There are also numerous
State and district ministerial assemblies and camp meetings.

The general operating headquarters are located at Anderson, Ind.



