


SWEDISH EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification..—A general
summary of the statistics for the Swedish Evangelical Free Church of the United
States of America for the year 1926 is presented in Table 1, which shows also the
distribution of these figures between urban and rural territory.

The requirements for membership in the Swedish. Evangelical Free Church are
that the applicant be a true believer and follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.

TasLp 1.—SuMMARY orF StaTIsTicS POR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL TER-
RITORY, 1926: SwepisH EvanNagrLicAL FREE CHURCH oF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

| PER cnn"or
TOTAL
Inurban | Inrural
TEM Total || tarritory ! | territory !
Urban | Raral
Churches (Jocal organizations) _.___..___..__.. 107 a7 70 4.6 65.4
Members. . ...... ... acceeaee 8, 166 4,904 3,172 61.2 38.8
Average perchurch... .. ............ 76 136 L 729 | PR ccemeceaa
Membership by sex:
Male. ... e 3,208 1,876 1,417 57.0 4.0
. 4,195 2,630 1, 559 62.8 37.3
Sex not reported.. .. .- 678 482 196 7.1 28.9
Males per 100 females_............. 788 7.3 [ (5 | IO U -
Membership by age:
Under 13 years. .. oceecceeemamacaacnan 16 3 )T 3 | PR
13 years 8nd OVer.. .cceaccecoccecacao- 7,168 4,018 2, 560 0.4 356
Agenot reported . .. ........... 982 374 38.1 619
Percent under 18 years®.._........ 0.2 “ (11 3 | PR S
Church edifices:
Number.....c.ucecccccmccomcnacanan 103 36 67 88.0 65.0
Value—Churches reporting....ccceee...... 101 36 66 u7 .3
Amount reported. . ........ $1, 228, 700 $859, 200 $369, 500 0.9 30.1
Average per church... 912, 165 $34, 549 $5,808 !l oo
Debt—Churches reporting.... - 2 14 8 U
Amount reported.. . -...... .| $114,812 $108, 442 $6,870 4.5 . 9]
Churches reporting “no debt’’ on |
church edifice. - - 3 2 83 [lecaccccancloancanaas
Parsonages:
Value—Churches reporting.... 18] 88 [leceemecaccocenaaa..
Amount reported..... $233, 350 $92,300 | $131,050 4.3 8.7
Debt—Churches reporting. - 9 3 -
Amount reported.. ... -cceoonaa.... $14, 801 $8, 351 $6, 450 80.4 (-4
Churches reporting “no debt’’ on par-
BONBEG. cav e cneccccccnaeaaacenmanns “ 14 30
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting. . .- ccccaccaccceceann-.- 103 36 (] 86.3 (-84
Amount reported.. .. - .cemeceomamcmomnenn-- $329, 644 $212, 437 $117, 207 64.4 38.6
Current expenses and improvements..| $264, 054 $174, 024 $89, 130 6.2 ns
Benevolences, missions, 640 ... $65, 500 $37,513 $28, 077 87.3 2.8
Average expenditure perchurch.._.__._._. $3,232 $5, 001 $1,776 accee
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. . ...coceoomcruennnan... 05 o) {3 | (AP A
Officers and teachers. co-- - 1,082 595 487 55.0 4.0
.............. - 11,250 6, 146 5, 104 5.6 45.4

1 Urban territory includes all cities and other in“cg:lpomud places which had 2,500 inhabitants or mose
im 1990, the date of the last Federal census; rurs! tory comprises the ez of the country.

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

3 Based on membership with age

4 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

At the time of the union of the Swedish Ansgarii Synod and the Mission Synod
in 1885, forming the Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant of America, a num-
ber of congregations did not share in the consolidation, but united in an organiza-
tion known as the Swedish Evangelical Free Mission, more recently known as the
Swedish Evangelical Free Church of the United States of America. The first
general oonference was held at Boone, Iowa, at which plans were made for work,
particularly in Utah,

The SBwedish Evangelical Free Church has no written confession of faith, but
accepts the Bible as the Word of God and the only perfect rule of faith and practice.
Regarding doctrinal questions, such as the atonement, baptism, and the holy
communion, ministers are at liberty to believe according to their convictions.
The qualifications for membership are conversion and a Chrigtian life.

The local congregations are self-governing. An annual conference is held, to
which the local congregations send delegates, and at which regulations are made
concerning charitable institutions, schools, ete.; but these regulations are advisory
in character, and the congregations are privileged either to accept or to reject
them. In addition to the conference there is a society of ministers and mission-
aries, organized in 1894, which has for its object the supervision of doctrine and
conduet, the reception of worthy candidates, and the rejection of those who are
unworthy.

1This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Part IT of the Report on Religlous
Bodies, 1016, has been revised by Rev, Andrew Modig, general secretary of the Swedish Evangelical Free
Church, and approved by him in its present form.



