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The data presented herewith for the year 1926 represent 174 active organizations
of the Brethren Church (Progressive Dunkers), with 26,026 members. The
classification of membership by sex was reported by 171 churches and the classi-
fication by age was reported by 159 churches, including 127 which reported mem-
bers under 13 years of age.

Comparative data, 1890-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the cen-
suses of 1926, 1916, 1906, and 1890.

TABLE 2.—CoOMPARATIVE SumMMary, 1890 To 1926: Tar BRrRETEREN CHURCH
(ProGRESSIVE DUNKERS)

ITEM 1926 1916 1906 1890
Churches (local organizations) ... _._.___.._.._...._.. 174 201 202 128
Increase ! over preceding census:
Numbe -27 -1 (L 3 R,
—13.4 —0.5 57.8 |occceaaaaa
26,026 24, 060 17,042 8,089
1, 966 7,018 8,95 | ____......
41. 2 110. 7 |ocemaaa
120 84 63
192 184 96
Value—Churches reporting. - 184 172§
Amount reported. . _......... . $806, 725 $472, 975 $145, 770
Average perchurch. . _.._......... - $4,874 $2,750 |occceamee-e-
Debt—Churches reporting. . .- coccceeeao .. 3 38 b1 O,
Amount reported. ... ... $114, 289 $41,400 | ____.._.
nages:
Value—Churches reporting...___.____...____. 56 25 20 |
Amount reported . - .. ..._____________. $258, 200 $67, 250 $41,700 |ocooeenaes
Debt—Churches reporting. - - ...._._......... b ¥ A T R R,
Amountreported - ___._.______.__.___._.. L LGN N RSO SRR A,
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting._. ... . ... ........ 166
Amount reported . .. ..., $523, 681
Current expenses and improvements._. ... 7,977
Benevolences, missions, ete. . .._......_.. $78, 704
Average expenditure perchurch_._______.____ $3, 185
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. ... ... ___.__________ 160 183 186 |- ceccaccaan
Officers and teachers. ... .. .._coo._..... 2,445 2,402 1,564 |
Bcholars. ... 22,917 23,78 11,850 |occcaaa o

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Brethren
Church (Progressive Dunkers) by States. Table 3 gives for each State the
number and membership of the churches classificd according to their location
in urban or rural territory and the total membership classified by sex. Table 4
gives for selected States the number and membership of the churches for the
three censuses from 1906 to 1926, together with the membership for 1926 classi-
fied as under 13 years of age and 13 years of age and over. Table 5 shows the
value of church property and the debt on such property, for 1926 alone. Table 6
presents, for 1926, the church expenditures, showing separately the amounts
expended for current expenses and improvements, and for benevolences, ete.,
and also gives the data for Sunday schools. Separate presentation in Tables 5
and 6 is limited to those States in which three or more churches reported the
principal items shown (values or expenditures), in order to avoid disclosing
the financial statistics of any individual church. The States omitted from these
tables can be determined by referring to the complete list which appears in
Table 3. :
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The first Brethren came to America from Crefeld, Rhine Valley, in 1719,
They settled at what is now Germantown (Philadelphia), Pa. The first church
was organized there on Christmas Day, 1723, with 23 members. The first
minister was Peter Becker. Ten years later, Alexander Mack, their leader in
Europe, landed at Philadelphia with 59 families.

The numerical growth of the Brethren communities was slow, and by 1880,
though widely dispersed,? the total membership was scarcely 60,000. The
membership was largely agricultural and the ministry, though it numbered
among its members some men of profound learning, was for the most part un-
educated. There were no theological seminaries to which they looked for a
ministry. Gradually the autonomy of the local churches was lost; strict ad-
herence to forms of dress and worship were rigidly enforced; any steps looking
toward progress or toward a better organization were sternly opposed; the
attempt by some of the Brethren to establish higher institutions of learning,
promote missionary enterprise, provide for an educated and supported ministry,
and above all else, the earnest questioning of the authority of the annual con-
ference as a legislative body, brought on a crisis. This led, after many futile
efforts to avert it, to a division in the church. Those who advocated progress
were derisively called “progressives.” Their leaders were expelled from the
church. After a vain attempt to be reconciled to the church, covering more
than a year, these leaders determined to organize independently. Others in
sympathy with this “progressive’”’ movement voluntarily joined with it. So in
1882 the Brethren Church was organized.

DOCTRINE

In doctrine the church is thoroughly evangelical. The Brethren avoid
doctrinal controversy and there is complete unanimity in belief and practice
throughout the whole brotherhood. Pgrhaps the best expression of this doc-
trinal belief is set forth in the ‘ Message of the Brethren Ministry,” adopted
about 1917. These declarations are, in part, as follows:

The authority and integrity of the Holy Seriptures; God’s supreme revelation
made through Jesus Christ, a complete and authentic record of which revelation
is the New Testament; and the Old and New Testaments, as originally given,
the infallible record of the perfect, final, and authoritative revelation of God’s
will, altogether sufficient in themselves as a rule of faith and practice;
s()Thef xéregxistenoe, Deity, and incarnation by virgin birth of Jesus Christ, the

n of God;

The fall of man, his consequent spiritual death and utter sinfulness, and the
necessity of his new birth;

The vicarious atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ through the shedding of
His own blood;

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ in the body in which He suffered
and died and His subsequent glorification at the right hand of God;

The justification by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, of which obedience
to the will of God and works of righteousness are the evidence and result; the
rgsurrection of the dead, the judgment of the world, and the life everlasting of
the just;

e personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, who indwells the Christian and
is his Comforter and Guide;

The personal and visible return of our Lord Jesus Christ from Heaven as King
of Kings and Lord of Lords, the glorious goal for which we are taught to watch,
wait, and pray;

1 This statement, which is somewhat fuller than that published in Part IT of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1918, was furnished by Rev. J. Allen Miller, of Ashland College, Ashland, Ohijo.
3 Bee Church of the Brethren (Conservative Dunkers), p. 236.
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The Christian should ‘“be not conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of the mind,” should not engage in carnal strife, and should
‘“swear not at all”’;

The Christian should observe, as his duty and privilege, the ordinances of our
Lord Jesus Christ, among which are (a) baptism of believers by trine immersion;
(b) confirmation; (c) the Lord’s Supper; (d) the communion of the bread and
wine; (e) the wasiﬁng of the saints’ feet; and (f) the anointing of the sick with oil.

ORGANIZATION

The polity of the Brethren Church may be best described as congregational.
Every congregation is a church of Christ. All the congregations voluntarily
uniting for the promotion of the work committed to them form the Brethren
Church as a whole. The organization of the local congregations is very simple
and believed to be in harmony with the spirit of the New Testament teachings.
There are elders and deacons, evangelists and deaconesses. The minister in
charge of the work of a local church is the pastor. The deaconess may be a
minister. A local congregation is entirely free to perfect its organization by
electing any officers deemed necessary. The churches of a convenient geograph-
ical territory are formed into district conferences, of which there are nine.

WORK

The church maintains and supports Ashland College, located at Ashland,
Ohio. This college has a property value of $400,000, a permanent endowment
of $350,000, and additional income from church conferences and church organi-
zations equivalent to another $100,000 endowment. A strong school of education
approved by the State board, a college of liberal arts and a seminary for the
training of ministers, with a total enrollment in the 3 of 790 students in 1928,
are maintained.

The church expends about $20,000 annually in the extension of work in home
mission fields. This includes a prosperous school in Breathitt County, near
Jackson, Ky., and in a number of the large cities mission churches are supported.
The foreign mission board expends above $40,000 annually in French Equatorial
Africa and in Argentina. In Africa there are 3 stations manned by 15 North
American missionaries, a humber of native evangelists, and 2,600 native Chris-
tians. In Argentina there are 9 North Americans under appointment and about
12 native ministers. There are about 15 or 20 stations and churches, with 600
members.

In addition to the above special enterprises of church activity there is main-
tained a home for the aged ministers and members, at Flora, Ind., and a large
and fully equipped publishing house at Ashland, Ohio. The main auxiliary
organizations of the church are its Sunday schools, its Christian Endeavor socie-
ties, and the women’s missionary society, including the girls of the church under
the Sisterhood of Mary and Martha.

Though the church is numerically small, nevertheless aggressive work is
being done, a spirit of Christian union and fellowship is fostered and the church
believes a valuable contribution to Christian culture and progress is being made.



