REFORMED BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The churches, aside from the Lutheran, that were the direct outcome of the
Protestant Reformation, trace their ecclesiastical origin to republican Switzer-
land, and those leaders in the cause of representative government, Zwingli, Calvin,
and Melanchthon. Of these the Swiss, Dutch, and many German churches came
to be known as Reformed; the Scotch and English as Presbyterian; and the
French as Huguenot; while those in Bohemia and Hungary preserved their
national names.

In the early colonization of America, Dutch and Germans, as well as Scotch
and English, were prominent, and as a result there are 4 Reformed Churches—2
tracing their origin to Holland, 1 to the German Palatinate, and 1 to Hungary.
The first church in New Amsterdam was organized by the Duteh in 1628, and
for a considerable time the Hollanders were practically limited to the provinece of
New Netherland. Somewhat later a German colony, driven from the Palatinate
by the ruthless persecution of Louis XIV, settled in upper New York and Penn-
sylvania, and as it grew spread westward. Another Dutch immigration, which
established its headquarters in Michigan, identified itself with the New York
branch, but afterwards a minor part formed its own ecclesiastical organization.
The New York branch, known at first as the ‘‘Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church,” later adopted the title *“ Reformed Church in America’; similarly, the
German Reformed Church became, in 1867, the Reformed Church in the United
States. The third body is known as the Christian Reformed Church; while a
fourth is styled the Free Magyar Reformed Church in America. This denomina-
tion was organized in 1924 by certaln congregations which refused to accept the
“Tiffin Agreement,” under whose terms the majority of the churches constituting
the former Hungarian Reformed Church in America were formally transferred
to the jurisdiction of the Reformed Church in the United States. There are
also a number of churches called Netherlands Dutch Church or True Reformed
Dutch Church, and some of the Hungarian churches, which have no general eccle-
siastical organization and areincluded under the head of ‘‘ Independent churches.”

In its earlier history each body clung to its ancestral language, a practice
which not infrequently checked a natural growth, although it had the advantage
of giving to the newcomers a congenial church life, to which is largely due the
fact that these communities have grown up loyal to the best interests both of
their mother church and of their new country. As conditions changed, the use
of English was accepted, and the older churches blended with the general inter-
ests of the community.

In their doctrine, polity, and general public life, the Reformed churches remain
conservative. New ideas, simply because novel, have not had ready accept-
ance; yet new forms of organization, such as the various societies for young people
and similar enterprises, have found a cordial welcome. In interdenominational
relations they have always been friendly, are members of the Alliance of Re-
formed Churches, and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
and early inaugurated foreign mission work. They have stood for high standards
in education and scholarship and have furnished many men prominent in public
life,
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TaBLE 8.—VALUE oF CHURCH PROPERTY, AND CHURCE DEBT, BY BraTES, 1926:
CHRISTIAN RErorMzp CHURCH

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices}
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1The figures for parsonages (value and debt) include data for 2 churches in Colorado.
TaBLE 6.—CHURCE EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY ScHOOLS, BY STATES, 1926:
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting expenditures]
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Van der Werp, an earnest preacher and a talented writer, came from the Nether-
lands to settle as pastor of the church at Graafschap, Allegan County, Mich.
Coming into relations with recent immigrants from the Netherlands and from
Germany (Bentheim and East Friesland), and finding many who were dissatis-
fied with the conditions in the Reformed Church, he succeeded within a few
years in organizing a number of congregations in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois,
as well as in Michigan. He also began to train young men for the ministry,
thus laying the foundation of the present theological school and Calvin College,
which were formally opened in 1876 in Grand Rapids. In 1868 he began the
publication of a biweekly paper, De Wachter (The Watchman), and through
this medium was able to extend the influence of the movement in many directions.

In 1880 the first home missionary was ordained for the organization of churches
among the Reformed Hollanders and East Frisians, scattered in different parts
of the United States. This home mission work, aided by increasing immigration
and a constantly growing number of graduates from the theological school, has
been the chief instrument in causing the comparatively rapid growth of the
church in recent years. .

The denomination was strengthened considerably in 1882 by the accession of
half a dozen churches which, with their pastors, had left the Reformed Church
because of the refusal of its General S8ynod to condemn freemasonry and to
discipline communicant members who were members of that organization. A
further considerable increase came in 1890, when the Classis of Hackensack
united with the denomination. This classis was the remnant of the True
Reformed Dutch Church, which in 1822 had withdrawn from the General Synod
of the Reformed Church in America (then called the Reformed Protestant
Dutch Church) because of its alleged departure from Calvinistic teaching and
preaching and from the exercise of church discipline.

In their early history the language of the churches was almost exclusively
Dutch, but what became known as the ‘“ Americanization movement” in Michigan
was strengthened by the formation of an English-speaking congregation in
Grand Rapids, Mich., and the addition of the Hackensack Classis, which had
been using English for many years. In the city congregations in many instances
the use of English has increased very fast since the World War, so that practically
all of them conduct one or more services eaeh Sunday in the language of our
country. Nearly all of the Sunday-school work and catechism teaching is carried
on in English. In Jowa and Minnesota about half a dozen country churches
still make some use of the German language in public worship.

DOCTRINE

The creeds of the Christian Reformed Church .are those of the Reformed
Churches which trace their origin to Holland, namely, the Belgic Confession of
Faith, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of Dort.

In the congregational worship, the Psalms are sung exclusively, except that
8 few “Spiritual Songs’’ are used.as a supplement to the Psalter, and in some
congregations 52 hymns are used, selected as being appropriate to the 52 Lord's
Days of the Heidelberg Catechism.

- In the American services the Psalter version used in public praise is that
which in 1912 was published by a committee of the United Presbyterian Church,
based on the labors of a joint committee of nine American and Canadian denomi-
nations. ,

_ ORGANIZATION

The church adopted as its constitution the 86 articles of church government
(the Church Order) approved by the National Synod of Dort in 1619, in so far as
they were suited to American civil conditions. These articles provide for a strictly
presbyterian order of polity, including the parity of the ministry and the joint
rule of the elders of the different congregations.

The first organization of all the congregations was called a “classis” (pres-
bytery). From 1865 to 1879 general assemblies were held annually. In 1880
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the name “synod’” was adopted for the annual meeting of all the churches as
one body. At present six delegates from each classis—three ministers and three
elders—meet biennially as a synod, the highest church court in the organization.
This corresponds to the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America,
with no intermediary court corresponding to the ‘ particular’’ synod. The num-
ber of classes is 15.

WORK

The activities of the church include work among the Indians, under the super-
vision of the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, appointed by the Synod,
with headquarters at Grand Rapids, Mich.; work among the Jews at Paterson,
N. J., and Chicago, Ill.; among the Dutch sailors and Dutch immigrants at
Hoboken, N. J., and Ellis Island; and home mission work carried on under the
auspices of the various classes and of a General Home Missions Committee,
organized February 3, 1927.

In 1920 work was begun in China, with headquarters at Jukao, Province of
Kiangsu. The number of ordained missionaries in 1927 was 24; the disburse-
ments in 1926 for Indian work amounted to $113,359; for China work, $36,761;
for home missions, general fund, $36,500; for Jewish missions, $33,000; for Sea-
men’s Home and immigration work, $9,000; for aid to South American Reformed
churches, $2,500; and for ¢ Church Help,” $7,500.

The missionaries for the Indians are located at Rehoboth, Zuni, Black Rock,
Crown Point, Toadlena, Tohatchi, Nahachitty, and Farmington, all in New
Mexico. In China the main station is at Jukao, Province of Kiangsu. There
are about a dozen churches and mission stations in Canada, in the Provinces of
Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta, and British Columbia, aided by the General Home
Missions Committee.

The chief educational institution is at Grand Rapids, Mich., and includes a
theological seminary and Calvin College, with 28 teachers and 325 students; a
Junior Reformed College, at Grundy Center, Iowa, opened in 1916, has a fac-
ulty of 10 and an enrollment of 94 students. There are in addition 84 paro-
chial or ‘“Christian” schools, many of which are the property of independent
societies for Christian instruction, composed almost exclusively of members of the
Christian Reformed Church. These enroll a total of 13,500 pupils. The value-
of the school property at Grand Rapids, Mich., is $375,000; of the schools for the
Indians, $40,000; of parochial schools, $2,000,000; of the school at Grundy
Center, Iowa, $100,000. The theological school at Grand Rapids has a special
endowment valued at $85,000, and Grundy College an endowment of $24,000.
The various congregations, in addition to the Sunday schools, have week-day
classes for the children and young people, for training in Bible history and doc-
trine by means of a graded system of catechisms.

One hospital for Indians, at which 350 patients were treated in 1928, is main-
tained by the Christian Reformed Board of Missions, at Rehoboth, N. Mex. The
building is valued at $25,000. Another hospital is located at Jukao, China.

Several other institutions of a philanthropic character are in part supported by
Christian Reformed people, in conjunction with members of the Reformed Church
in America. There are homes for aged Hollanders in Grand Rapids, Mich., Pella,
Iowa, Paterson, N. J., Chicago, Ill.,, Muskegon and Kalamazoo, Mich., and Shel-
don, Iowa, and, on a similar plan, one Christian psychopathic hospital is main-
tained at Cutlerville, near Grand Rapids, Mich., another at Goffle Hills, near
Paterson, N. J., and a hospital for tuberculosis sufferers (Bethesda Sanitarium) at
Denver, Colo.

. There are two denominational periodical publications, one an English weekly,
“The Banner,” one a Dutch weekly, “ De Wachter,” both published in Grand
Rapids, Mich. The ‘‘ Missionary Monthly,” formerly known as ‘“De Heiden-
wereld,” serves the Holland element of both the Christian Reformed Church and
the Reformed Church in America. It is printed in Grand Rapids, Mich.



