RIVER BRETHREN

GENERAL STATEMENT

In the latter part of 1750 about 30 Mennonite families in Canton Basel, Bwit~
gerland, after a long period of persecution, during which they suffered both
imprisonment and loss of property, decided to emigrate westward. They went
first to England, and in the fall of 1751 set sail for America. The voyage across
the Atlantic was disastrous, one of the ships, with all their goods, being lost, and
they landed poor and destitute. One company, including John and Jacob Engle,
and others whose names are uncertain, settled near the Susquehanna, in the
western part of Lancaster County, Pa., in the spring of 1752.

In 1770, as a result of the labors of some members of the Lutheran, Mennonite,
and Baptist churches, who were grieved at what they considered the formalism
which then characterized the churches, there was, in that region, a notable
revival, which was attended by many conversions. It was conducted principally
by Messers. Otterbein, Boehm, Bochran, and the Engles, representing the different
bodies. Subsequently difference of views arose in regard to the form of baptism,
some holding that the applicant should make choice of the method, while others
claimed that trine immersion was the only proper form. The result was that
they mutually agreed to work independently, in accordance with their various
interpretations of the Scriptures.

The believers in trine immersion had no regular organization, but were in the
habit of designating the various communities as brotherhoods. There was
thus the Brotherhood down by the River, meaning in the southern part of Lan-
caster County; also the Brotherhood in the North, the Brotherhood in Dauphin,
the Brotherhood in Lebanon, the Brotherhood in Bucks and Montgomery, ete.
The outlying brotherhoods looked to the brotherhood in the southern part of
Lancaster County as the home of the organization, and it was probably due to
this fact that the general term ‘River Brethren’’ was given to the entire body.
Another explanation has been given by some, namely, that they were in the habit
of baptizing in the river. With the development of these brotherhoods it seemed
advisable to select some one to perform the duties of the ministerial office, and the
choice fell upon Jacob Engle, who thus became their first minister.

In course of time dissensions arose concerning what would now be called minor
points, which ultimately caused divisions. In 1843 the body known as ‘‘ Yorker”
or, as some have termed them, ‘“Old Order’ Brethren, withdrew, and in 1853
the body known as ‘“Brinsers,” but later as ‘“United Zion’s Children,” also
withdrew.

The three bodies grouped under the name River Brethren, in 1926, 1916, and
1906, are listed in the following table, with the principal statistics as reported for
the three years.
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BRETHREN IN CHRIST

STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Brethren in Christ for the year 19286 is presented
in Table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between urban and
rural territory.

The membership of this denomination consists of those persons who have
been admitted to the local churches upon profession of faith. Baptism is by
trine immersion.

TaBLe 1.—SuMMARY OF StaATIsTICS FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, 1926: BRETHREN IN CHRIST

i
i PER CENT OF TOTAL?
| Inurban | Inrural
- B i b v -
Churches (local organizations)....cccecaa--. 81 19 62 [[ccccmmcmec)ee s
Members. ... eeeceeceiacccceaca———- 4,320 1,036 3,284 2.0 76.0
Averageperchurch_ ... ... ... 83 53 R P
Membership by sex:
Mal - 1, 862 446 1,416 4.0 76.0
- | 2,458 | 500 1, 4.0 76.0
Males por 100 females_ 75.8 75.6 75.8 [lomccomaecfomcacaaas
Membership by age: I
Under 13 years. ..ceeeececccecncanannn- 174 P4 151 13.2 86.8
13 years and OVer. .eeeeeceacmancaaan. 3,776 771 3, 005 20,4 7.6
Age not reported....eeeceeeccecaaanaa- 370 242 128 66.4 4.6
Per cent under 13 years?_._...._... 4.4 2.9 4.8 oo
be 78 2 .- 31| P N
Value—Churches reporting 72 bt [+ 3 | PO P
Amount reported___.. $348, 860 $146, 460 $202, 400 42.0 5.0
Average per church_._ $4, 845 $3,748 || cocmeea]mea e
Debt—Churches reporting 2 1 ) U | R S
Amount reported. ... oo o .oo._.. $5,172 $4,872 $300 94.2 5.8
Churches reporting ‘‘no debt’” on
church edifice.. ccccccaaonocaaaan . 61 14 L ¥ | PO, emmmeae
Parsonages:
Value—Churches reporting........_..._.... 4 3 ) B | P A
Amount reported..coceeeoooooooooa. $12, 750 $11, 750 $1, 000 92.2 7.8
Expenditures during year: | !
Churches reporting. v cveeeeereeaann- " 17 L7 48| P I,
Amount reported .. .. _.o..oo....... $92 901 $39, 682 $53,219 ! 2.7 57.3
Current expenses and improvements. .. $39, 179 | $22, 568 $16, 611 l 57.6 42.4
Benevolences, missions, eto._........_. 853,722 . $17,114 $36, 608 ! 31.9 68.1
Average expenditure per church..____.___. $1, 2588 $2,334 $034 (| o|eeeos
schools:
Churches reporting. —.coccocecaoaoaaaaaa.. 63 16 L 70| P I
Officers and teachers. ...ccccaeeecacocaana- 604 17 517 | 28.5 74.8
Beholars. .. oo ccecaccccecccmeaan 5, 057 1,492 3,565 i 2.5 70.5

1 Urban territory includes all cities and other inoorporated places which had 2,500 inhabitants or fuore in
1920, the date of the last Federal census; rural territory comprises the remainder of the country.

9 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

$ Based on membership with age classification reported.
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202 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

the immortality of the soul; redemption through Jesus Christ as the Son of God,
who makes atonement for the sins of the world; and regeneration through the
influence of the Holy Spirit, developing into holy living. They hold that trine
immersion is the only proper form of baptism, practice confession of sins to Cod
and man, and observe the sacrament of the Eucharist, accompanying it by the
ceremony of feet washing. The recognition of Christ, not only as Savior, but
as Lord and Master and King, involves, in their view, the acceptance of the
tenets and principles of His government. Accordingly, they believe that, inas-
much as He is Prince of Peace, His kingdom is of peace, and as His subjects,
they should abstain from the employment of carnal forces which involve the
taking of human life. For this reason the doctrine of nonresistance, in a qualified
sense, is a feature of their belief. They consider Freemasonry and all other
secret societies to be anti-Christian; they believe in prayer veiling for women,
and they advocate the wearing of modest apparel, with nonconformity to the
fashions of the world. '
ORGANIZATION

The ecclesiastical organization of the denomination includes the local church,
a system of district councils, and a general conference. The officers of the
church are bishops, ministers, and deacons. The bishops preside at all council
meetings, officiate at marriages and in the observance of the sacraments, and
exercise all functions of the ministry. The ministers are specifically the teach-
ing body, but also do parish visiting, and by request of the bishop, in his absence,
administer the sacraments. No salaries are paid, and whatever is necessary for
their support is raised by voluntary contributions. The deacons have charge of
the business affairs of the churches, serve at the communion table, look after the
poor, and also do some visiting in the parish. Officers are elected by the con-
gregations or the councils, but are ordained by a bishop. The membership of
the district councils and of the general conference, which meets annually, includes
laymen as well as ministers,

_ WORK

The activities of the church are under the care of a general executive board
of 5 persons, appointed by the annual general conference. The home missionary
work, under the immediate direction of the home missionary board of 7 persons,
wasg carried on in 1926 by 46 workers, who conducted general evangelistic services
and cared for 16 missions, while $15,888 was contributed for their support.

The foreign missionary work is under the immediate direction of the foreign
missionary board of 7 persons, carried on in the South African and India fields
by 35 workers, at 7 stations, while $30,535 was contributed for the support of this
work during 1926. ’

The value of mission property in the United States is approximately $45,000.

The educational interests of the denomination in the United Statcs are repre-
sented by three schools—Messiah Bible College, Grantham, Pa., with an enroll-
ment of 100 students and property value of $40,000, and an endowment of
$70,000; Beulah College, Upland, Calif., with an enrollment of 80 students and
property value of $20,000; and Bethany Bible School, at Thomas, Okla. There
are 4 philanthropic institutions with about 100 inmates, holding property valued
at 870,000, which are supported mainly by contributions from the members of
the church, and an endowment of $70,000.

In Southern Rhodesia there are 40 missionary outschools and 8 in' Northern
Rhodesia, with about 1,100 converts to the Christian faith.



