LATTER-DAY SAINTS

GENERAL STATEMENT

History.—The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was founded by
Joseph Smith, a native of Vermont, in 1830, at Fayette, Seneca County, N. Y.
About 10 years previously, when 14 years of age, he had become deeply interested
in the question of the salvation of his soul and in the true church of Christ and
was particularly disturbed by the variety of denominations and the varied inter-
pretations put upon certain passages of Scripture by the different sects. While
in the woods near his father’s home, he said that he “had a vision of great light,
and two glorious personages appeared before him and commanded him to ‘join
none of the religious sects, for the Lord was about to restore the gospel, which
was not represented in its fullness by any of the existing churches.’ ”

Three and & balf years later he received another vision in which he was in-
structed as to the second coming of Christ and his own relation to the coming
dispensation. He was also directed by an angel to the place where were to be
found the plates from which the Book of Mormon was translated, and he was
instructed to visit this place on the corresponding day each year. He was not
permitted, however, to receive the plates until September 22, 1827, which was the
first anniversary after he had passed his twenty-first birthday. These plates,
which had the appearance of gold, were engraved and contained an explanatory
inscription to the effect that they were sacred, abridged records of the ancient
inhabitants of America. He translated these records, dictating the translation to
Oliver Cowdery and others, who wrote it down. Oliver Cowdery, with David
Whitmer and Martin Harris, after the completion of the work, gave to the world
their testimony that they had actually seen the plates and beheld the angel in
whose keeping they were reposed. v

The work of translation was completed in the summer of 1829 and was placed
in the hands of the printer in August. Prior to this, on the 15th day of May,
1829, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery stated that ‘‘an angel (John the Baptist)
appeared to them and conferred upon them the priesthood of Aaron and instructed
them to baptize each other by immersion.” Later on, they declared, three
glorious beings (Peter, James, and John) econferred on them the Melchizedek
Priesthood and the Keys of the Apostleship. This was followed in April, 1830,
by the organization of the church at Fayette, N. Y., and ‘‘the declaration that
the ancient gospel had been restored with all its gifts and powers.”

Missionaries were sent out, prominent among whom were Oliver Cowdery,
Sidney Rigdon, and Parley and Orson Pratt. Numerous churches were organized
in different States, and in 1831 headquarters were established at Kirtland, Ohio.
From the first the policy of segregating the converts from the “gentiles” was
followed, and in 1831 a colony of believers was settled in Jackson County, Mo.
Here they met some opposition from their neighbors, which grew violent in the
fall of 1833 and culminated in their being driven from the county b% mob violence.

They then scattered into other counties of Missouri, although retaining their
organization at Kirtland, Ohio. Early in 1838 Joseph Smith removed to Cald-
well County, Mo., which was settled almost exclusively by his followers and where
other leaders of the church were already established. Here again there was fric-
tion between them and the earlier settlers of the adjoining counties, which re-
sulted, in the winter of 1838-39, in their expulsion from the State. Then followed
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the settlement at Nauvoo, Hancock County, Ill., which developed rapidly and at
one time was the largest city in the State. In a few years, however, the people of
the surrounding counties became hostile, and Joseph Smith and his brother
Hyrum were killed by a mob at Carthage, Ill., on the 27th of June, 1844.

After the death of Joseph Smith, the Council of Twelve presided over the church
until December, 1847, when, at Winter Quarters, near Omaha, Nebr., the president
of the council, Brigham Young, was chosen as the president of the church. A
number, however, refused his leadership, and there followed a period of confusion,
several organizations being formed, one of which is to-day known as the Reor-
ganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Doctrine—The doctrines of the Latter-day Saints as set forth by the first
president, Joseph Smith, and accepted by both bodies, may be summa.rized as
follows:

They believe in God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and in the Holy Ghost, as
individual personages; men will be punished for their own sins, not for Adam’s
transgression; through the atonement of Christ all mankind may be saved by
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel; these principles and ordinances
are faith in Christ, repentance, baptism by immersion for the remission of sins,
and laying on of hands for the gift.of the'Holy Ghost; men are called of God to the
ministry, by ‘‘prophecy and by the laying on of hands’’ by those who are in au-
thority to preach the gospel and administer its ordinances; the same organization
that existed in the primitive church continucs to-day—apostle, prophets, pastors,
teachers, evangelists, etc. There is also the same gift of tongues, prophecy,
revelation, visions, healing, interpretation of tongues, etec.

The Bible, so far as it is translated correctly, and the Book of Mormon, are both
regarded as the word of God. In addition to these, there have been and will be
many revelations of great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.
There will be a literal gathering of Isracl and the restoration of the Ten Tribes.
Zion will be built on this continent. Christ will reign personally upon the earth,
which will be renewed and receive its paradisaical glory. Freedom for all men to
worship God according to the dictates of conscience is claimed, and obedience to
rulers and magistrates and observance of law are enjoined.

Organization—The ecclesiastical organization is based upon the priesthood,
which is ““power delegated to man by virtue of which he has authority to act or
officiate in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ as His representative.” Its grand
divisions are the Melchizedek, or higher priesthood, and the Aaronie, or lesser
priesthood. The Melchizedek priesthood is 80 called after Melchizedek, the King
of Salem, who was a great high priest. It holds the power of presidency and the
right of authority over all the offices of the church. Its officers are apostles,
patriarchs, high priests, seventies, elders, and bishops. The Aaronic priesthood
holds the keys of authority in the temporal affairs of the church, and its officers
are priests, teachers, and deacons.

The chief or presiding council (quorum) of the church is the first presidency,
which consists of three high priests—a president and two counselors or advisers;
its jurisdiction and authority are universal, extending over all the affairs of the
church in both temporal and spiritual things. The president of the church is
regarded as the mouthpiece of God to the church and as alone receiving the law for
the church throligh revelation. The first presidency is also the presidency of the
high priesthood and has the right to officiate in all the offices of the church.

The second council (quorum) of the church, standing next to the first presidency,
is composed of the twelve apostles. It is their duty, under the direction of the
first presidency, to supervise the work of the church in all the world, and especially
the missionary labors, to ordain evangelical ministers, and to act as special
witnesses to the world of the divine mission of the Savior, Jesus Christ.
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STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for
the year 1926 is presented in Table 1, which shows also the distribution of these
figures between urban and rural territory.

The membership in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints consists of
those who have been received into the church by baptism and confirmation by
the laying on of hands; included therein are all who are over 8 years of age.

TABLE 1.—SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURrAL TER-
RITORY, 1926: CaHURCH oF JEsUs CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

. b . ral PER CENT OF TOTAL
n urban nru
ITEM Total territory ! | territory !
Urban | Rural
Churehes (Jocal organizations) __._......... 1,275 507 768 30.8 60. 2
Members. .. .. ... 542,194 280, 356 261, 839 5L7 48 3
Average perchurch_______.__________ 425 853 1Y N | PN FU
Membership by sex:
Male. ...l 250, 021 118, 153 131, 868 47.3 52.7
Female .. i 249, 107 123, 042 1286, 065 49.4 50.6
Sexnot reported._ ... _____._._.._..... 43, 068 39, 160 3, 906 90.9 9.1
Males per 100 fermales_.......... 100. 4 96.0 104.6 || e cecoeea
Membership by age:
Under 13 years_ . _._.._.ooooo.... 115, 242 53, 507 61,735 46.4 53.6
13yearsand over_ ... _.._._...._.._. 383, 886 187, 688 196, 188 48.9 51.1
Agenotreported___.___ ... _...._. 43, 066 39, 160 3, 908 90.9 9.1
Per cent under 13 years?___..____ 2.1 22.2 P23 I | SR S,
Chureh edifices:
Number____________._____. 969 352 617 36.3 63.7
Value—Churches reporting 969 352 617 36.3 63.7
Amount reported...._ $15, 513, 315 $8,340,836 | $7,172,479 53.8 46.2
Average per church. - $16, 010 $23, 606 $11,625 || eeeeae
Debt—Churches reporting .- 299 124 175 415 58.5
Amount roported. ....___.____._._.. $501, 792 $330, 445 $171,347 65.9 4.1
Churches reporting ‘‘no debt'’ on
church edifice.. ... .. .._...... 633 217 416 M3 85.7
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting. ... cocceeeaccaca-- 1, 250 501 749 40.1 50.9
Amount reported._ ... . ... __...._... $2,519,042 || $1,465,419 | $1,053,623 58.2 41.8
Current expenses and improvements| $2, 056, 203 $1, 185, 876 $870,417 57.7 42.3
Benevolences, missions, etc..._..... $462, 749 $270, 543 $183, 206 60. 4 30.6
Average expenditure per church________ $2,015 $2, 925 $L,407 flo e,
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. . - e oeeeeacccan-- 1,222 475 747 38.9 61.1
Officers and teachers___________.__._.._. 21, 864 9, 188 12,676 420 58.0
Scholars. ..o ale. 178,738 87,312 91, 4268 488 51.2

1 Urban territory includes all cities and other incorporated places which had 2,500 inhabitants or more
in 1920, the date of the last Federal census; rural territory comprises the remainder of the country.
iBased on mombership with age classification reported.

The data given for 1926 represent 1,275 active organizations of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, with 542,194 members. All of the 1,275
churches reported members under 13 years of age. No parsonages were reported
for 1926.

In addition to the financial statistics reported by the 1,275 churches, there
were 67 tabernacles valued at $2,645,640, which reported expenditures of $869,376.
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The general organization of the church for governmental purposes, aside from
the priesthood, which has direct charge of church affairs, includes the ward,
the stake or district, and the mission. The general authorities consist of the
first presidency of three men, who have charge of all the affairs of the church,
the twelve apostles, the presiding patriarch, the seven presidents of seventies,
and the presiding bishopric of three men. A stake of Zion is a geographical divi-
sion composed of a number of wards. At its head are a president and two
counselors who are high priests. The ward corresponds to the minor local church
or parish. It has its meeting house and is under the care of the bishop and two
counselors. A mission consists generally of a group of States, in which active
proselyting is carried on by missionaries called from the various wards for
approximately two-year periods, and presided over by a president. The
general conference composed of officers and members from all parts of the
church is held twice a year, in the spring and fall, for instructions from the general
authorities and others who may be called upon to speak, and for the presentation
and adoption of any church business.

Each bishop presides over a ward in a stake of Zion, and his labors are limited
to his'own ward. The priests are presided over by the bishop, and it is their
duty to assist him, to visit the homes of members of the church, expound the
Scriptures, baptize believers, and attend to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
The duty of the teacher is to assist the priests, to see that there is no iniquity
in the church, and that the members perform their duty. They are without
authority to baptize or administer the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. The
duty of the deacon is to assist the teachers and also to expound the Scriptures.
The priests, teachers, and deacons labor under the direction of the bishop of the
ward. These officers, aforementioned, are members of the Aaronic priesthood
and have to do with the outward or temporal affairs of the church. The quorums
of the Mclchizedek priesthood, which have to do with the spiritual labors of the
church, are those of elders, seventies, and high priests.

The principal souree of revenue of the church is its tithing system, which was
instituted by Joseph Smith in 1838. Under it a convert is expected voluntarily
to contribute one-tenth of his property to the church and thereafter pay to it
one-tenth of his income annually. The proceeds are used for assistance in the
building of ward and stake churches and the maintenance of the same, and for
schools, temples, missionary work, charity, hospitals, etc.

WORK

The general activities of the church are, as stated, under the direction of the
higher or Melchizedek priesthood and pot in the hands of benevolent societies as
in many churches. The Relief Society, however, which works under the super-
vision of the priesthood, is a benevolent organization of the women of the church
and is practically independent in its sphere.

Missionary work in the United States is carried on in practically every State
of the Union. The report for 1926 shows 8 stations as general headquarters;
1,213 missionaries; 8,141 male helpers; 265 churches, with 61,408 communicants;
contributions to the amount of $49,668, and church property valued at $1,356,342.

Foreign missionary work is carried on in Great Britain and Ireland, the Nether-
lands, Belgium, France, Germanry, Austria, Switzerland, the Scandinavian
countries, Turkey, South Africa, Canada, Mexico, Australia, Hawaiian Islands,
New Zealand, Samoa, the Society Islands, and other islands of the Pacific, also
South America. The report for 1926 shows 19 stations as general headquarters;
1,045 missionaries; 6,735 native helpers; 469 churches with 53,089 communicants;
6 sehools with 625 pupils; contributions to the amount of $85,616; and church
property valued at $1,070,703.
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The importance of education has always been emphasized by the church, and
in 1926 there were 9 church schools in the United States, with 4,461 students, as
also 59 seminaries in connection with publie high schools, with 10,378 students,
while the entire number of §tudents under the care of the church, both at home -
and abroad, is 14,837, of whom all but 150 belong to the church. These were
apportioned in high school and college course departments. There were 270
teachers and 67 teachers employed for special instruction. The school property
in the United States was valued at $2,432,047, and equipment at $339,416,
making a total of $2,771,463. The amount expended for the school year was
$1,203,5683, including $864,581 contributed by the church. For the previous
year the church contributed $852,961 to educational purposes and for the school
year beginning 1926, $837,810 was contributed.

This department also conducts religion classes once a week, with an enroll-
ment for the year mentioned of 60,702 pupils and 4,034 officers and teachers,
and teacher-training classes meeting at least twice a month, with an enrollment
of 29,079 teachers in training and 1,500 officers and trainers.

There are 3 main hospitals maintained by the church, together with other
smaller institutions. One hospital in Salt Lake City has accommodations for
244 patients; another, at Ogden, Utah, has capacity for 120; the third, at
Idaho Falls, Idaho, for 100 patients. There is also a small maternity home at
Murray, Utah, with accommodation for 10 patients, and 1 at Carey, Idaho, for
8 more; and there is a children’s hospital for 40 patients at Salt Lake City.
The number treated at these hospitals in 1926 was 12,310. The amount expended
for their support in 19268 was $608,276. The value of property was estimated at
$1,580,239, and there was an endowment fund of $12,310.

The auxiliary associations of the church consist of the Relief Society already
mentioned, the Sunday school, the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Associa-
tion, the Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Association, and the Primary
Association. The Relief Society organization consists of 1,528 societies with
10,348 officers and teachers and 51,279 members. Their receipts for the year
1926 amounted to $289,025 and their disbursements to $287,030. The Sunday
school organization included 1,452 schools, with 26,250 officers and teachers and
181,623 members in the United States. The young people’s societies included
1,038 Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Associations with about 7,853 officers
and 40,749 members, and 1,024 Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associa-
tions with 12,317 officers and teachers and 37,634 members, or a total of 2,062
local societies and 98,592 members. These societies have libraries containing
altogether 65,633 volumes. Their receipts amounted to $107,113, and their dis-
bursement for rents, halls, lectures, book supplies, and the ordinary expenses
of the societies amounted to $95,557. The meetings consider religious, literary,
and scientific topics, and are intended for the mutual improvement of the young
people of the church along religious and secular lines. The Primary Association
consists of 984 organizations in the various wards and mission branches, including
12,445 officers and 90,873 members. Their training is of the children from 4
years up to 12 years for boys and 14 years for girls.

A characteristic feature of this church is the extent to which it enters into,
molds, and influences every department of the life of the people. It aids them
when sick or in poverty, looks after their education, provides their amusements,
and ministers to their social needs. It is also closely identified with the economic
life of the people through its connection, as an investor, with numerous industrial
and commercial ventures. In the organization and management of establish-
ments the principle of cooperation enters to a greater or lesser extent. Moreover,
the close association existing among the people, through the unifying influence
of the church, has made these cooperative enterprises, in almost every line of
economic endeavor, numerous and successful.



