METHODIST BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The Methodist churches of America, in common with those of England and
other lands, trace their origin to a movement started in Oxford University
in 1729, when John and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, and a number of
others began to meet for religious exercises. Finding as they read the Bible
that, as John Wesley expressed it, they ‘‘could not be saved without holiness,
they followed after it, and incited others so to do.”” During the succeeding
years the little company was derisively called “ The Holy Club,” ‘‘Bible Bigous,”
“Methodists,” etc.; and this last term, intended to describe their methodical
habits, seems to have been accepted by them almost immediately, as the move-
ment they led soon became widely known as the “ Methodist movement.” The
next step and its outcome are described by John Wesley as follows: “They saw
likewise that men are justified before they are sanctified, but still holiness was
their object. God then thrust them out to raise a holy peaple. * #* #* In
the latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten persons came to me in London and
desired that I would spend some time ‘with theri in prayer, and advise them
how to flee from the wrath to come; this was the rise of the United Society.”

About this time, the Wesleys came into intimate relations with the Moravians,
first on a visit to America ! and subsequently in London, and at their head-
quarters in Herrnhut, Saxony, and to the influence of these conferences may be
traced much of the spiritual power of the new movement.

The three leaders, although ordained ministers of the Church of England,
soon found themselves excluded from many of the pulpits of the Established
Church on the ground that they were preachers of new doctrines, and they were
obliged to hold their meetings in private houses, halls, barns, and in the fields.
As converts were received they were organized into societies for worship, and as
the work expanded class meetings were formed for the religious care and training
of members. Then the circuit system was established, by which several congrega-
tions were grouped under the care of one lay preacher; the itinerancy came into
existence, as the lay preachers were transferred from one appointment to another
for greater efficiency; and finally, in 1744, the annual conference was instituted,
in which Mr. Wesley met all his workers. Thus the principal distinctive features
of the Methodist organization grew out of the necessities of the work.

As was natural, the doctrinal position accorded in the main with that of the
Church of England, and the Articles of Religion were largely formulated from the
Thirty-nine Articles of that church, although no formal creed was accepted save
the Apostles’ Creed. The stricter doctrines of Calvinism, predestination, and
reprobation were cast aside, and the milder emphasis of Arminianism on repent-
ance, faith, and holiness was accepted. As John Wesley said: * The first of these
we count as it were the porch of religion; the next, the door; the third, religion
itself.” This acceptance of Arminianism caused a divergence, though not a
permanent breach, between the Wesleys and Whitefield. Whitefield was Cal-
vinistic, though not of the extreme type, and became identified with the Calvin-
istic Methodists, both the Welsh body2? and the Countess of Huntingdon’s
Connection. He afterwards withdrew from the leadership of the latter body, and
gave himself to general revival work in England and America.

15ce Methodist Episcopal Church, p. 926,
1 8ee Presbyterian bodles, p. 1112.
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Though the Wesleys lived and died in full ministerial relations with the Church
of England, serious differences arose, as already noted, between that church and
the Methodists. In 1745 John Wesley wrote that he was willing to make any
concession which conscience would permit, in order to live in harmony with the
clergy. of the Established Church, but he could not give up the doctrines he was
preaching, dissolve the societies, suppress lay preaching, or cease to preach in the
open air. For many years he refused to sanction the administration of the sacra-
ments by any except those who had been ordained by a bishop in the apostolic
succession, and he himself hesitated to assume authority to ordain; but the
Bishop of London having refused to ordain ministers for the Methodist societies
in America, which were left by the Revolutionary War without the sacraments,
Wesley, in 1784, by the laying on of hands, appointed or ordained men and gave
them authority to ordain others. He thus ordained Thomas Coke, D. C. L.,
who was already a presbyter of the Church of England, to be superintendent of
the Methodist societies in America, and set apart for a similar purpose in Great
Britain Alexander Mather, who had not been episcopally ordained.

The development of church government, while following the general lines laid
down by Wesley, was somewhat different in England and in America. In England
the conference remained supreme, and the superintendency was not emphasized.
In America the superintendency was in fact an episcopacy which, while not
corresponding exactly to the episcopacy of the Church of England, became a
very decided factor in church life. In each country, but especially in America,
considerable opposition has developed at different times in connection with some
features of the parent body, and divisions have resulted. In every case, how-
ever, the general principles of the founders have been preserved, and, notwith-
standing the various separations, the Wesleyan Methodist Connection in England
and the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States remain the strongest
representatives of the movement initiated in Oxford nearly two centuries ago.

It is to be noted that the influence of the Methodist doctrine and church organ-
ization has jnot been confined to those bodies which have adopted the name
Methodist, but has been manifest in the development of a number of bodies
which use modified forms of the episcopal, presbyterial, and congregational
systems. In the United States several bodies, including the Evangelical Asso-
ciation and the United Evangelical Church (now one denomination), the United
Brethren bodies, and particularly the large number of organizations emphasizing
the doctrine of ‘“holiness,” or entire sanctification, claim to be true exponents of
the doctrines of the Wesleys, while their polity is generally Methodist in type.
On the other hand, the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, with whom Whitefield
identified himself, were Presbyterian in polity, though Methodist in every other
respect, as are the Wesleyan Methodist and some other Methodist churches in
England and America.

STATISTICS

The denominations grouped as Methodists in 1926, 1916, and 1906 are listed
in the following table with the principal statistics as reported for the three periods.
Since 1916 there have been some changes. The African American Methodist
Episcopal Church has disbanded. Other bodies have been added—the Reformed
Methodist Church, the Independent African Methodist Episcopal Church, and
the Holiness Methodist Church, the last an organization listed in 1916 as the
Lumber River Mission under the Evangelistic Associations. For general con-
venience of reference the Negro bodies have been grouped together in 1926, as in
1916. There were 15 independent churches reported at the 1890 census, with
a membership of 2,569; these were not reported as a group, however, at the two
succeeding censuses, probably having been absorbed by various denominations.
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The data given for 1926 represent 619 active Wesleyan Methodist churches
with 21,910 members. The classification of membership by sex was reported
by 601 churches and the classification by age was reported by 562 churches,
including, however, only 208 which reported any members under 13 years of age.

Comparative data, 1890-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the cen-
suses of 1926, 1916, 1906, and 1890.

TABLE 2.—COMPARATIVE SuUMMARY, 1890 To 1926: WESLEYAN METHODIST
ConnEcTION (OR CHURCH) OF AMERICA

ITEM 1928 1918 1906 1890
Churches (local organizations) . ... .. ____..._.._ 619 579 591 563
Increase ! over preceding census:
Number. - e iecccccaaaas 40 -12 26 |-eeee -
Peroent ... ccceccccmaenes 69 -20 46 |ccoaeennas
Members._.._.. . .. e ecccccaeens 21,910 20,778 20, 043 16, 402
Increase over preceding census:
Number. ..o ceccc e e cccam——— 1,132 735 3,851 | ...
Percent.. . e eeeemcacaes 54 3.7 2L 6 faecaeaaa o
Average membership per chureh. . ...l 35 36 . 20
Church edifices
Number. - . iimmeccmeaceceoa 572 529 489
Value—Churches reporting. ... .. oo . 558 514 480 | oo
Amount reported. ..o oooeoeoooooaeo $637,117 | $393, 250
Average per church 3, 8,327 |caeacaaaa
Debt—Churches reporting 08 84 49 Joeeneae
Amount reported. . eee e coocccmamecococccccaaans $201, 660 $37, 080 $18,014 | ...
Parsonages:
Value—Churches reporting... ... ..o _...... 262 217 176 |ocoeeeeee
Amount reported. - - ... $538,304 | $248,660 | $158,175 |- ....__.
Debt—Churches reporting . ... .. . oo ... - 3 R NIRRT P
Amount reported._ - - . . eeaeooo.. $62 592 |- fceaae
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting. ... comecceccccicaamcceacacas 585
Amount reported - - ... $773, 981
Current expenses and improvements - $578, 681
Benevolences, missions, ete. - ... . $193, 725
Not classifled. . . oocoooaooao... - 81,576
Average expenditure perchureh ... ... ___. $1,323
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. .o oono i iaaaaias 561 560 [ Y. I8 PO
Officers and teachers 4,739 3,912 3,442 |-ceooao.
Bcholars. ..o 34,314 29, 850 21,403 | ...

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Wesleyan
Methodist Connection by States. Table 3 gives for each State the number and
membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban or
rural territory and the total membership classified by sex. Table 4 gives for
each State the number and the membership of the churches for the three censuses
from 1906 to 1926, together with the membership for 1926 classified as under 13
years of age and 13 years of age and over. Table 5 shows the value of church
property and the debt on such property, for 1926 alone. Table 6 prescnts, for
1926, the church expenditures, showing separately the amounts expended for
current expenses and improvements, and for benevolences, etc., and also gives
the data for Sunday schools. Separate presentation in Table 6 is limited to those
States in which three or more churches reported expenditures, in order to avoid
disclosing the financial statistics of any individual church. The States omitted
from this table can be determined by referring to the complete list which appears
in Table 3.
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TaBLE 4.—NUMBER AND MeEMBERsHIP OF CHURCHES, 1906 To 1926, AND MEM-
BERSHIP BY AGE, 1926, BY STATES: WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNECTION (OR
CHURCH) OF AMERICA

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in either 1926, 1016, or 1906]

|
NUMBER OF :
CHURCHES NUMBER OF MEMBERS || MEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1926
BTATR ’
Under| 13 oars| AgS ::;
1926 | 1916 | 1906 1926 1916 1908 13 and over not re- under
years ported | ~;4

United States....] 619 | 579 | 591 21,910 | 20,778 | 20,043 || 1,09 ‘ 19,118 | 1,699 I 5.4
Vermont...._...___.___. 2 3 3 148 f[oeaa..l 60 |oeeo_.. R
New York. .. 81 73 3 2,360 2, 865 8,007 57 2,149 154 26
New Jersey. . ——- : I P S, ) 39 U (R 4 107 |oeenee- 3.6
Pennsylvania .. _______.| 48 46 47 1,266 1,886 1,289 12 1,235 19 1.0
39 40 51 1,783 1,803 2, 443 69 1,463 251 4.6
93 96 88 4,320 4,511 8, 469 270 538 512 7.1
6 7 5 308 16 216 |-ca-... 6.0
63 72 92 2,180 2,411 2,35 73 2,017 90 3.8
18 10 14 256 288 13 2 3.2
3 2 2 106 54 80 [} 100 |cceeo-. 8.7
19 25 538 556 712 14 448 73 3.0
............ . 33 PSS N | 14 89 |-
7 g 528 294 1;!75 24 4432 60 5.2
| s 978 | 1,004 | 1,077 | 38| 743 | 2| 43
Virginia_....____._______ 4 ) Y PO 230 78 |oeamoee- 31 100 |..._... 13.5
West Virginia._. . 9 8 11 204 216 238 2 202 |....... 1.0
North Carolina. . . .| 64 48 24 2,248 1,477 838 157 2,072 56 7.0
South Carolina.... . 48 35 32 1,797 1,618 1,603 116 1,625 56 6.7
Georgla...._..___.___.__ 31 39 37 788 1, 1,006 68 701 19 88
Florida.._...._________. 5 8 8 92 91 195 25 55 12§
Kentucky......__.._.... | 3 IO S ) L 7 T P 10 137 loeee et 68
Tennessee. ......._.__... 9 11 6 340 354 422 37 803 |-.oo... 10.9
Alabama. ...____________ 18 S ST IR 565 642 |.ooe . .. 38 451 70 7.8
Oklahoma. ... ._...... 9| 15 7 233 3B 157 4 221 8 1.8
Montana__..____________ . 31 I o2 P S, 3 47 b 27 IO
9] } | D 4 | ;25 P R, 8 b5 10 .o..
Callfornis......._..__..__. [ 3 TR A b1 25 PR P 4 [ 2 P A,

| Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where base is Jess than 100.

As the question of the enslaving of the colored race in America began to
compel attention not only in political life, but in church life, there arose within
the Methodist Episcopal Church many earnest opposers of slavery. Their
activities were opposed by some of the ecclesiastical authorities of the church,
resulting in the expulsion of & number of persons and the withdrawal of others.
The stand taken by these persons was that the Bible and early Methodist author-
ities united in declaring slavery to be wrong, and the church should not condemn
liberty of testimony and free discussion. These persons joined forces, and in
1841 a conference was formed in Michigan which took the name of Wesleyan
Methodist. The next year a paper was issued in Massachusetts called ‘‘ The
True Wesleyan,” with the Rev. Orange Scott as editor. In November, 1842,
the Rev. J. Horton and the Rev. L. R. Sunderland became identified with this
movement and in December were joined by the Rev. Luther Lee and the Rev.
L. C. Matlock. The result was the formation, on May 31, 1843, in Utica, N. Y.,
of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection (or Church) of America. About 6,000
members united in this organization. At the first these churches were all located
in the northeastern States, but missionary and evangelistic activities have since
built up churches throughout the United States and in eastern Canada.
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WORK ' o

The missionary activities of the church are earried on through the Missionary
Society of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection. All pastors are regarded as
home missionary workers and agents, but there are in addition 14 special mis-
sionaries in the home field. No help is given to specific churches, but the work
is general evangelism. It extends through different parts of the United States
and Canada. In Canada work is developing in Ottawa and Quebec. In the
United States missionary territory is being developed as follows: Onondaga
Indian Mission, N. Y.; Alabama Mission School (colored); Blue Ridge Mountain
Work in North Carolina. Mission conferences are as follows: Middle Atlantic
States, California, Tennessee, South Georgia, North Georgia, Alabama, Okla-
homa, Kentucky, North Michigan, and Oregon. The receipts for this work in
1927 were $10,000. In addition, the various annual conferences have funds of
their own which they expend as they deem best, without reference to the Mis-
sionary Society and without making any report to the General Conference.

The foreign missionary work is carried on in Africa, with headquarters at
Kamabai, near Freetown, Sierra Leone, and they have strong mission stations in
the Surat and Sanjan districts in India, and also in Japan. The appropriations by
the Missionary Society are, for the most part, merely supplementary to amounts
raised in the mission churches or appropriated by the annual conferences. In
addition to the mission station at Kamabai, there are three outstations where
missionaries reside. In 1927 there were 20 American missionaries in Africa and
India; 18 native workers; 3 church organizations, including several congregations
and reporting 100 members; 4 church schools, with about 65 students; and 3
general schools open to all. Medical work is now organized with a well-equipped
hospital that cares for and treats a large number of patients. All the workers
have received more or less private instructions, so as to be able to use simple
remedies. The total amount received for the foreign work during the year 1926
was $53,279, and the property is valued at $46,583.

The home educational work of the church includes 4 institutions of higher
grade in New York, Indiana, Kansas, and South Carolina, with a total of 1,000
students. The property is valued at $587,400 and there is an endowment of
$196,900. During the year 1926 the contributions for education were $178,766,
part of which was used in erecting buildings.

Young people’s work is represented by the young missionary workers’ bands,
with a membership of 16,336 and an offering in 1926 of $30,514.



