


372

CENSUS OF RELIGIUOUS BODIES: 1926

The data given for 1926 represent 112 active organizations of the Church of
God and Saints of Christ, with 6,741 members. The classification by sex and age
was reported by all of the churches, including 99 which reported members under
13 years of age.

Comparative data, 1906-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-

parison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the cen-
suses of 1926, 1916, and 1906.

TABLE 2.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1906 To 1926: CHURCH OF GOD AND SAINTS
or CHRIST

ITEM 1926 1916 1906
Churches (local organizations). ... o .oeeooiceccaacaaaas 112 92 48
Increase over preceding census:
Number. . e ccmcmeecceecce————— | 20 44 | ool
Per cent 1 e cecacaee meccecmmcaea] e mcm el r——————————
Membera. .. ceeeeeecmeeme——m—m e ———— 8, 741 3,311 1,823
Increase over preceding census:
Number. . cccciccccaccccnaaaa- 8, 430 1,488 (oL
Percent. .. e ccacccecccacccan 103.6 81.6 | oo,
Average membership perchurch. . . ... 60 36 28
Church edifices
Number. .o cccccccccmecan——- 49 37 1
Value—Churches reporting.... 48 26 1
Amount reported......__.. $149, 210 $43,746 $6, 000
Average per church___.__.. 3,1 $1, $8, 000
Debt—Churches reporting.......cceeemeooeercecacece conan- 2 12 | aeeee
Amount reported. ... i eiacceceeees $30, 219 | $11,754 | oo
nages:
Value—Churches reporting .. ... .o iccceccaanas b S
Amount reported. ... ciecicaeea- $68,450 | . e )eceeccecaaaa
Debt—Churches reporting. ... e eecemeccccccccceana- f Ol eme—————
Amount reported ... ... ieciciaaooa : $17,430 o
Expenditures during year: i
Churches reporting oo ciceaicccmaaccaeaa
Amount reported . . ..o ccccmcccccaaaas
Current expenses and improvements._ ... .._.......
Benevolences, missions, etc. ... ..o oL
Not classifled. .. ..o iiiiceceean
Average expenditure perchurch_ .. ... _____. ... __
Sanday schools:
Churches reporting. .. ... oo oo iecccamaacaceaean 67 57 1
Officers and teachers__ ... . ecacaoo. 303 257 6
BeholArS . oo cemceiccececcce—aaa- 2,010 1, 520 150

! Per cent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Church of
God and Saints of Christ by States. Table 3 gives for each State the number
and membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban
or rural tcrritory and the total membcrship classified by sex. Table 4 gives for
sclected States the number and membership of the churches for the three censuses
from 1906 to 1920, together with the membership for 1926 classified as under 13
years of age and 13 ycars of age and over. Table 5 shows the value of church
property and the debt on such property, for 1926 alone. Table 6 presents, for
1926, the church expenditures, showing scparately the amounts expended for
current expenses and improvements, and for benevolences, etc., and also gives
the data for Sunday schools. Separate prescntation in Tables 5 and 6 is limited
to those States in which three or more churches reported the principal items
shown (values or expenditures), in order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics
of any individual church. The States omitted from these tables cen be deter-
mined by referring to the complete list which appears in Table 3,
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of the faithful, except by special permit, and exercises a rigid censorship over all
printed matter, permitting only that to be used which receivcs the approval of
the publishing house, and referring the decision of all disputed points to the
Bible.

One of the main auxiliaries of the church is an organization known as the
“Daughters of Jerusalem” and * Sisters of Mercy.” It is the duty of this organi-
zation to look out for straying members and attend to the comfort or welfare of
the members of sister churches of the organization who may chance to be visiting
the place in which the tabernacle is located.



