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In the meantime, several independent churches had been organized for the
same purpose in New England, and a ministerial organization had been effected,
known as the Central Evangelical Holiness Association. Prominently con-
nected with this work were Rev. F. A. Hillery, Rev. C. Howard Davis, and
Rev. F. L. Sprague. In November, 1896, upon invitation of the Association of
Pentecostal Churches of America, a joint committee of these two associations
and other independent churches met in the city of Brooklyn, N. Y. This
meeting resulted in several of these churches uniting with the Association of
Pentecostal Churches of America.

In October, -1895, at Los Angeles, Calif., a number of persons, under the
leadership of Rev. Phineas F. Bresee, D. D., and Rev. J. P. Widney, LL. D.,
formed the First Church of the Nazarene, with 135 charter members. They
adopted statements of belief, and agreed to such general rules as seemed proper
and needful for their immediate guidance, leaving to future conferences the
making of such provisions as the work and its conditions might necessitate
As a result of this organization, a number of churches sprang into existence,
reaching as far east as Chicago.

As these two bodies came to know more of each other, it was felt that they
should unite, and after consultation by delegates from one body to the other
a basis of union was prepared and unanimously adopted by both bodies. The
first union assembly was held in Chicago, in October, 1907.

There were several other Holiness movements in the South and Southwest,
resulting in the organization of independent Holiness churches which earried on
for a time but finally merged into the Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene.

In 1894, the first organization of the Church of Christ was effected by Rev,
R. L. Harris, at Milan, Tenn., with 14 members. This church was deemed neces-
sary to conserve the work of Holiness, and soon spread throughout western
Texas and Arkansas.

In 1898, the first Holiness churches were organized in Texas, by Rev. Thomas
Rogers and Rev. Dennis Rogers, who came from California..

In 1900, the first Independent Church of Christ was organized, by Rev. C. B.
Jernigan, at Van Alstyne, Tex., and the denomination grew and prospered until,
in 1903, there were 20 church organizations.

In 1904, at Rising Star, Tex., the Independent Holiness Church and the
Church of Christ were united in one body, called the Holiness Church of Christ.

At the general assembly of the Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene, at Chicago,
in 1907, in response to an invitation, several persons were present from the
Holiness Church of Christ. Some of these were appointed to attend, but were
not authorized to take any action with reference to organic union. The assembly
invited them into counsel, and provisional arrangements were made for in-
corporating this church into the general body, upon proper action on their
part; and this was finally consummated in the meeting of the general assembly,
at Pilot Point, Tex., October 8, 1908,

In the year 1898, Rev. J. O. McClurkan and others called a meeting of the
Holiness people of Tennessee and adjacent States, to be held in Nashville. At
this convention an association was formed known as the Pentecostal Alliance,
which name was afterward changed to Pentecostal Misgion. From the begin-
ning these people were evangelistic in spirit, having a burning desire to dis-
seminate the doctrine and experience of sanctification; hence there came together
in different sections of the Southland groups of Holiness people, known as bands
of the Pentecostal Mission. They were decidedly missionary in spirit, and seon
were sending their representatives to ‘the regions beyond.” - Throughout their
career they have been characterized by this missionary seal. - o
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At different times the question of the unmion of the Pentecostal Mission with
the Pentecostal Church of the Nasarene had been discussed, and on February 13,
1915, this union was effected at Nashville, Tenn., thus uniting both the homg
and the foreign work of the Pentecostal Mission and the Pentecostal Church of
the Nazarene.

In November, 1901, the first stage in the present Holiness Church movement
in the British Isles began, when the Rev. George Sharpe, after a strenuous,
successful, and glorious ministry of 13 months at the Parkhead Congregational
Church, Glasgow, was evicted for preaching Bible holiness.

On September 30, 1906, the first services of the first distinctively Holinesas
Church were held in Glasgow. The charter members numbered 80. Other
churches were organized and became the Pentecostal Church of Scotland. Visits
of Dr. E. F. Walker and Dr. H. F. Reynolds to Scotland, and a visit of Rev.
George Sharpe and Mrs. Sharpe to the Fourth General Assembly, at Kansas City,
Mo., led the way to affiliation with the Church of the Nazarene, which was con-
summated in November, 1915.

The general assembly of. 1019, in response to memorials from 35 district
assemblies, changed the name of the organization to Church of the Nazarene.

DOCTRINE

. In doctrine the Church of the Nazarene is essentially in accord with historie

Methodism. It stands for apostolic purity of doctrine, primitive simplicity of
worship, and pentecostal power in experience, it being generally regarded that
the primary dispensational truth is that Jesus Christ baptizes believers with the
Holy Spirit, cleansing them from all sin and empowering them to witness the
grace of God to men. This church stands particuarly for this truth and experience,
&iving prominence to this great truth.

The general assembly has expressed the same in the following terms:

Entire sanctification is that act of God, subsequent to conversion, by which
regencrate believers are made free from inbred sin, and brought into the state
of entire devotement to God and the holy obedience of love made perfect. It
is provided for through the precious blood of Jesus and is wrought instantaneously
by the baptism with the Holy Spirit, the conditions being entire consecration and
appropriating faith; and to this work and state of grace the Holy Spirit bears
witness.

This experience is also known by various terms, representing its different
g:maes, such as “Christian perfection,” ‘ perfect love,” ‘heart purity,” “the

tism with the Holy Spirit,”” ‘‘the fullness of the blessin ,”) and ¢Christian
holiness.” There is a marked distinction between a perfect heart and a perfect
character. The former is obtained in an instant, but the latter is the result of
growth in grace. It is one thing to have the heart all yielded to God and occupied
by Him; it is quite another thing to have the entire character, in every detail,
harmonize with His Spirit, and the life become ‘‘conformable to his image.”

The Church of the Nazarene recognizes that the right and privilege of men to

church membership rests upon their being regenerate, and would require only
such statements of belief as are essential to Christian experfence and the mainte-
nance of that condition. Whatever is not essential to life in Jesus Christ may be
left to individual liberty of Christian thought. That which is essential to Chris-
tian life lies at the very basis of their associated life and fellowship in the church,
and there can be no failure to believe this without forfeiting Christian life itself,
and thus the right of all church affiliation._ .
. . While emphasizing the baptism with the Holy Spirit as a definite experience of
divine grace, the Church of the Nazarene never has taught, nor does it now teach,
or countenance teaching, that speaking in tongues is a-manifestation attendant
upon, or an evidence of, the baptism with the Holy Spirit.
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While standing especially for the great dispensational truth that Jesus Christ
baptizes believers with the Holy Spirit, cleansing them from all sin, the Church
of the Nazarene also emphasizes the great cardinal doctrines of Christianity.
Briefly stated, the Church of the Nazarene believes:

(1) In one God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; (2) in the divine inspiration
of the Old and New Testament Scriptures, and that they contain all truth neces-
sary to faith and Christian living; (3) that man is born with a fallen nature and
is, therefore, inclined to evil, and that continually; (4) that the finally impenitent
are hopelessly and eternally lost; (5) that the atonement through Christ is for
the whole human race, and that whosoever repents and believes on the Lord
Jesus Christ is justified and regenerated and saved from the dominion of sin;
(8) that believers are to be sanctified wholly subsequent to conversion through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; (7) that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the new
birth and also to the entire sanctification of believers; (8) in the return of our
Lord, in the resurrection of the dead, and in the final judgment.

Applicants for membership in the church are received on the confession of
their faith in Christ and of their acceptance of the doctrines which the church
holds essential to salvation, and their agreement to observe the rules and regula-
tions that.mark the conscience of the church.

The Church of the Nazarene believes in the Bible doctrine of divine healing,
and urges its people to offer the prayer of faith for the healing of the sick. Provi-
dential means and agencies when necessary are not to be refused.

Its position upon temperance and prohibition is stated in the following terms:

The Holy Scriptures and human experience alike condemn the use, as a bever-
age, of intoxicating drinks. The manufacture and sale of such liquors for such
urposes is sin against God and the human race. Total abstinence from all
Intoxicants is the Christian rule for the individual, and total prohibition of the
traffic is the duty of the civil government. It can not be licensed without sin,
and voters are largely responsibie for the acts of the government. No voter can
vote for license, or for a party favoring it, without becoming & partaker of this
crime against humanity. To rent or lease property to be used for such business,
or to be a bondsman for persons engaged in the traffic of intoxicating drinks, can
but be considered a misdemeanor.

ORGANIZATION

The ecclesiastical organization is representative, thus avoiding the extremes
of episcopacy on the one hand and the unlimited congregationalism on the other.
Each local church is governed through a church board elected by the congrega-~
tion. The churches are associated for such general purposes as belong to all
alike, particularly for a world-wide missionary program. The churches in a
particular area are united to form an asscmbly district, each local church being
entitled to representation in the district assembly. There are 42 such districts
which hold annual assemblies and elect district superintendents and district
boards, license and ordain ministers, commission evangelists, and conduet such
other work as may be connected with their area. The 42 districts elect both
ministerial and lay delegates to the general assembly, which meets once in four
years. The general assembly elects gencral superintendents and other general
officers and boards to have oversight of general denominational activities.

Persons are licensed to the gospel ministry after having been examined by a
district assembly regarding their spiritual, intellectual, and other fitness for such
work. Further ordination is by a council of the pastors and delegates, upon the
completion of a four years’ course of study, or its equivalent in college work.
Ministers from other denominations may be received on the vote of the district
assembly to which the application has been referred. )
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WORK

The general work in which the 42 districts unite with the churches composing
hem is carried on under the head of home missions, foreign missions, publication,
hurch extension, ministerial relief, education, young people’s societies, and
unday schools.

The total amount of contributions for all purposes in 1926 is estimated at
3,233,172, distributed as follows: Local interests, $2,692,694; district interests,
256,814; general interests, $283,664.

The work conducted by the department of foreign missions includes missions
1 southern Africa, eastern and western India, Palestine, China, Japan, Argen-
ne and Peru, Central America, Mexico, and Cape Verde Islands. The report
r 1926 shows 33 stations occupied by 55 American missionaries and 300 native
orkers; 54 organized churches with 3,400 members; 79 schools with 1,740
1pils; and 18 hospitals and dispensaries treating during the year about 21,500
itients. The value of property in the foreign ficld is estimated at $220,000.
The educational work is combined under six colleges and two junior colleges
the United States, a Bible school in Scotland, and a Bible school in Alberta,
anada. The schools have property valued at $1,043,178.

The denominational headquarters are located at Kansas City, Mo.



