








404 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The organization known as Churches of God, Holiness, dates back to the year
1914, when Rev. K. H. Burruss began preaching the gospel of entire sanctifica-
tion to a little group of eight people at Atlanta, Ga. It was not until July, 1916,
however, that the denomination was organized at Atlanta, by Rev. Burruss, at
which time large churches were established both at Atlanta and at Norfolk, Va.,
as the result of great revivals held in those cities. The denomination continued
to prosper until by the year 1922 thirty-five churches had bcen established.
These churches were located in 11 States and in Cuba, the Canal Zone, and
British West Indies. In the year 1922 the churches were brought into a national
organization, which is now known as the National Convention of the Churches
of God, Holiness.

The headquarters of this denomination are at Atlanta, Ga.

DOCTRINE

This denomination believes not only in the inspiration of the Scriptures but
that the New Testament is the standard by which all doctrine must be tested,
and that all rules of government for the churches are to be found therein. Fur-
thermore, it holds that the New Testament ‘gives safe and clearly applied
instructions on all methods of labor, sacred and secular, and all conduct of life
even to the innermost thoughts of the heart and impulses of the soul.” It
acknowledges belief in the Trinity, in justification, sanctification, and regener-
ation, and it holds that the gift of the Holy Ghost is an act subsequent to con-
version. It tcaches both present and ultimate perfection. A belief in the
possibility of divine healing is a necessary qualification for membership. How-
ever, it is clearly stated in the discipline of the denomination that physicians
and medicines are not denounced in the Bible, but are approved for those who
desire them.

The ordinances of the church are baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The form
of baptism is “burial in water and rising again.” Although the washing of feet
is a practice which this denomination approves, ‘“as obeying the Lord,” it is not
a regularly observed ordinance of the church.

ORGANIZATION

The highest ecclesiastical body of this denomination, called the National Con-
vention, is a delegated body whose province it is to elect the national president.
The State convention is next in rank and is held annually. A State overseer,
whose duty it is ‘“to see that all churches under his jurisdiction shall be disci-
plined according to the New Testament Scriptures,’”’ is appointed by the national
president or bishop, who also assigns all pastors to the local churches. The
deacons are assistants to the pastor and hold office as long as their conduct
justifies it. There are five auxiliaries to the National Convention, the Christian
Womens’ Willing Workers, the Young Pcople’s Union, the Sunday school, the
Purity Club, and the Gospel Spreading Committee.

The official church paper is the Bethlehem Star.

1 This statement was furnished by Rev. K. II. Burruss, president, Ccnvention of Churches of God,
Holiness, and approved by him in its present form.



