UNITED BRETHREN BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The denominations grouped under the name United Brethren, in 1926, 1918,
and 1906 are listed in the table below, with the principal statistics as reported
for the three periods. These three bodies had a common origin, in the formation
about 1800 of the denomination called the United Brethren in Christ; the small
group known as the United Christian Church and reported in 1926 for the first
time, separated in 1864; and the Church of the United Brethren in Christ (Old
Constitution) separated in 1889. The general history for these three bodies,
as well as the general statement of doctrine and organization, is presented in
connection with the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, the largest body.

SuMMarY oF StaTisTics FOR UNITED BRETHREN BoODIES, 1926, 1916, AND 1906

8 VALUE OF CHURCH EXPENDITURES SUNDAY
.§ % EDIFICES DURING YEAR SCHOOLS
Number
DENOMINATION AND CENSUS g'a
of mem- )
YEAR a3 | bers %’E 3 Eg Num-
3 © 55 Amount g E i ber of
° 2 § a a2 ischolars
3] U= &) [X+
1926
Total for the group....._. l 3,375 | 395,885 || 3,224 |$29, 578, 679 | 3,088 | 400,709
Church of the United Brethren
fn Christ. ... coooooooo. 2,088 | 377,436 || 2,877 | 28, 520, 619 2,739 | 376,982
Church of the United Brethren
in Christ (Old Constitution)..] 372 | 17,872 338 | 1,022,660 344 | BM
United Christian Church....... 15 577 9 35,400 5 L]
1916
Total for the group..._.._. 3,889 | 367,934 || 3,598 | 14,494,975 3,618 | 428,951
Chaurch of the United Brethren ||
nChrist ... 3,481 | 348,828 |' 3,220 | 13, 787, 579 3,251 | 403,858
Church of the United Brethren
in Christ (Old Constitution)..| 408 | 19,106 378 707, 396 367 24,103
1906
Total for the group...___. 4,268 | 296,050 || 3,839 | 9,073,791 | 8,777 : 391,328
Church of the United Brethren {
nChrist oo 3,600 | 274,640 || 3,356 | 8,401,539 la,azs m,
Church of the United Brethren
fn Christ (Old Constitution)..[ 569 | 21,401 483 872,252 |l oo eacanaen 452 | 258
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CHURCH OF THE UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST

- STATISTICS

Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification.—A general
summary of the statistics for the Church of the United Brethren in Christ for
the year 1926 is presented in Table 1, which shows also the distribution of these
figures between urban and rugal territory.

The membership of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ is composed
of those persons received into the local churches on confession of faith or by
letter from other evangelical churches.

TaBLE 1.—SuMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TerRITORY, 1926: CHURCH OF THE UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST

PER CENT OF
TOTAL
In urban In rural
rTEM Total territory ! | territory !
Urban | Rural
Churches (local organizations) ... ______.._.. 2,088 496 2,492 166 834
Members. ... ... e, 3717, 436 155, 860 221, 576 41.3 58.7
Averageperchurch ... . ....._... 126 314 - N | PR PO,
Membership by sex:
.............. ceee 151, 496 62, 631 88, 41.38 58.7
Fema.le .......... ———- 212, 761 89, 750 123,011 422 57.8
Sex not reported............ 13,179 3, 479 99;00 26. 4 73.6
Males per 100 females_.___....... 71.2 6.8 b 2| IR SRS
Membership by age:
Under 13 years. .. ..cueermecaeaanen 31, 963 18, 859 16, 481 51.9
13 years and over - 314,428 135,473 178, 956 43.1 56.9
Agenotreported. _..___.____....._.. 31,045 5,029 26, 016 16.2 83.8
Per cent under 13 years?_.____._. 9.2 10.2 - 3% 2 | R A,
Church edifices:
Number. ... cccceeecaccaae 2, 902 500 2 402 17.2 82.8
Value—Churches reporting._.._._........ 2,877 490 2 387 17.0 83.0
Amount reported. . ... .o ... ... $28, 520, 619 || $16, 430, 245 | $12, 090, 374 57.6 424
Average per church_. $9, 9013 $33, 531 $5,085 |- oceo oo aaaea..
Debt—Churches reporting - 219 53.3 40.7
- Amount reported..._ $4,128 238 $3, 304, 191 $824, 047 80.0 20.0
Churches relsorting ‘““‘no debt
church edifice. .. .o ooo...... 1, 669 184 1,485 iLO0 89.0
Parsonages:
Value—Churches reporting.............. | 1,319 393 927 2.7 70.3
Amount reported. _..._. ..l $4,764,101 || $2 3855 925 | $2 408, 266 49.5 50.8
Debt—Churches reporting | 216 105 111 436 514
Amount reported. ... $440, $302, 097 $138, 130 68.6 314
Churches reporting *““no debt” on |
Parsonage_ .. . ...eeeeeenmeeeenaas 797 220 577 7.6 72.4
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting - ....eeceacceeeacea... 2, 918 495 2,423 17.0 83.0
Amount reported. ... ...ocerceannn.... $6, 978, 440 $3,835,050 | $3, 141, 381 56.0 45.0
Current expenses and improvements.| $5, 720, 498 164, 556 | $2, 565, 944 55.3 “.7
Benevolences, missions, ete.......... $1, 228 676 022 $560, 654 5.4 45.6
Notolassified. ... ocoeeeeae oo.. $27, 263 $2 482 $4, 783 9.1 90.9
Average expenditure per church......... $2, 301 $7,748 $1,296 || oconooo|acmannn.
Sunday schools:
C reporting. 2,739 487 2 252 17.8 82.2
Officers and teachers. .. 38, 278 12, 434 25 844 325 67.8
U011 o SN 876, 982 160, 080 216, 902 2.5 57.5

1 Urban territory includes all cities and other incorporated places which had 2,50C inhabitants or more in
1920, the date of the last Federal census: mrﬂmitorycompl&s the remainder of the country.
1 Based on membership with age classification reported 1359
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TaBLe 4.—NUMBER AND MEmBERsHIP OF CHURCHES, 1906 T 1928, AND
Mmgnnnsmr BY Agp, 1926, BY 8TAoTES: CHURCH OF THE UNTTED BRETHREN
IiN CHRIST

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 8 or more churches in either 1926, 1916, or 1906}

° NUMBER oF
CHURCHES NUMBER OF MEMBERS MEMBERSHIP BY AGE, 1936
i Under |13 Age P.;
I oen
1926 | 1916 | 1906 192¢ 1916 1908 13 yoars| and over| not re- lunder
ported =27
United States_... (2,988 3,481 3,699 || 377,436 | 348,828 | 274,649 || 31,963 | 314,428 | 31,045 .2
42 34 2,879 2, 6% 1,484 143 2 709 b4 8.0
560 | 585 81,720 | 73,089 | 53,397 5,208 | 70,905 | § 528 6.8
632 | 696 86,945 | 75852 | 65,191 7,803 [ 75,329 | 3,713 95
528 | 556 65,807 | 89,955 | 48,059 6,827 | 54,204 | 4,776 | 1L2
27| 84 24,402 | 23,003 | 18,705 2,075 | 18,817 | 8, 510 2.9
n 66 3,426 3, 861 3, 440 288 2,892 246 9.1
46 45 3,249 2,997 2,036 255 2004 |........] 7.8
3 2 1,018 1, 530 1,282 09 1,464 58 63
156 | 186 9,014 | 12672 | 11,082 900 8,051 003 | 107
60 83 3,322 4,286 3 321 196 1,963 | 1,163 o1
4 141 101 (... 10 117 14 7.9
7 (-] 172 184 178 4 168 | .. 23
85| 125 7, 664 7,234 6, 045 T04 6, 456 504 9.8
253 | 203 17,818 | 19,924 | 15,159 1,940 | 14,989 889 1LS
5 63 9, 795 8, 237 6, 445 570 9, 156 0 59
87 91 9, 731 8,270 6, 786 563 7,088 | 2 080 7.4
362 | 320 30,537 | 29,426 | 19,993 2,002 | 21,283 | 7,192 88
3 [ 30| P 168 [:71 N | PN A, -
8 1 584 317 41 74 460 41 136
KentucK¥eeeeeaeononnn- 16 n 16 1, 206 1, 256 993 86 1, 160 50 69
Tennessee. . 26 29 2, 668 916 2,875 ns 2,308 | ... 10.3
Arkansas... . 7] O {1, 20 PR O, 1 88 17 ... ...
ana. . 2 4 11 276 320 361 71 206 |........| 2.7
Oklahoma. . c.voeeeea-o 43 76 3,610 8,978 2 819 79 2,852 2| 204
9 652 M8 .. 14 528 {_ ... 19.0
3 4 86 125 113 1 86
17 12 2, 446 1, 40 720 208 32 [ 88
) § U I 301 258 {oecueee-s 25 M3 = .3
Washington.......____. 16 3 11 90 1,059 582 87 853 al
(1) D, 2 33 31 1,467 1,945 1,533 119 1,80 M 82
Californla. .o oo 3 24 18 2, 990 2,349 1,198 M8 2 576 166 88
Other States...._....... 1 2 2 865 440 290 120 T45 |occeaeee 13.9

1 Based on membership with age classification reported; not shown where base Is less than 100.

and additional missionaries. Six young men responded to his presentation of the
need in the new colonies. Among them was Philip William Otterbein, who was
born in the duchy of Nassau, Germany, in 1726, and who had already had some
experience in pastoral work. The company arrived in New York in July, 1752,
and Otterbein soon found a field of labor with the congregation at Lancaster,
Pa., at that time the second in importance among the German Reformed churches
of the colonies.

Early in his pastorate at Lancaster, Otterbein passed through a deep personal
religious experience which led him to insist upon the necessity of a deeper inward
spirituality on the part of his people. This was not always acceptable at that
period, barren as it was in spiritual life.

About this time Otterbein came into personal relations with Martin Boehm, a
preacher of the Mennonite communion, who had passed through a similar reli-
gious experience. They conducted evangelistic work among the scattered Ger-
man settlements of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. This was regarded as
being irregular by their fellow ministers and resulted in Otterbein’s accepting a
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manner of celebrating the Lord’s Supper are left to the judgment of the individual.
The question of the baptism of children is left to the choice of parents. Emphs-
gis is laid upon a life of prayer and devotion to Christ and His cause.

ORGANIZATION

Local churches are divided into classes, with class leaders, or they are formed
into groups arranged geographically or otherwise, with leaders and stewards.
Pastoral charges consist of one or more local churches which hold monthly
official meetings, and quarterly conferences. Annual conferences are composed
of ministers and lay delegates in equal numbers. The General Conference is
ocomposed of ministers and lay delegates in equal numbers, elected by the members
of the churches in their respective conferences.

The General Conference meets in May once in every four years. It has full
authority, under certain constitutional restrictions, to legislate for the whole
church and to hear and decide appeals.

There is but one order of the ministry, that of elder. Since 1899 it has been
lawful to license and ordain women. Bishops and executive heads of depart-
ments of the church at large are elected by the General Conference for four years,
and are eligible for reelection. Bishops work to promote the general interests of
the church, preside at annual conferences, and in conjunction with conference
superintendents they fix the appointment of preachers for the ensuing year.
Since 1893 pastors may be assigned annually to the same charge for any number
of years.

" WORK

Empbhasis is placed upon personal work and individual members are made to
feel their responsibility for the success of the church work.

The missionary work of the denomination is promoted through three agencies,
namely, conference missions, the Home Mission and Church Erection Society,
and the Foreign Missionary Society. These three agencies employ 475 persons
as missionaries, while the annual contributions for their support aggregate
$610,000.

The church, through the Foreign Missionary Society, is promoting missionary
work in West Africa, Porto Rico, Japan, China, and the Philippine Islands.

The Woman’s Missionary Association of the church is an agency for raising
funds which are expended through the Foreign Missionary Society and the Home
Migsion and Church Erection Society. Representatives from the Woman's
Missionary Association are members of these societies in the administration of
missions. The church has a large printing establishment and office building in
Dayton, Ohio.

The educational institutions of the church in the United States include seven
oolleges—Otterbein at Westerville, Ohio; Lebanon Valley at Annville, Pa;
Indiana Central at Indianapolis, Ind.; Kansas City University at Kansas City,
Kans.; York College at York, Nebr.; Philomath College at Philomath, Oreg.; and
Shenandoah at Dayton, Va. The church supports but one seminary for the
training of ministers, namely, Bonebrake Theological Seminary, at Dayton, Ohio.
The church maintains three homes for orphans and aged people, namely, Quincy
Orphanage and Home at Quincy, Pa., Otterbein Home, near Lebanon, Ohio,
and the Baker Home at Puente, Calif. These are large institutions supported by
voluntary gifts and farming lands.

This denomination shows an increase smce 1916 in every particular. Contri-
butions for all purposes increased from $3,422,603 in 1916 to $6,831,475 in 1926;
value of schools, homes, and printing establishment, from $3,786,932 to $7,498,640;
and endowment and loan funds, from $799,029 to $2,796,674.



