EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT

Under this head are included various associations of churches which are more
or less completely organized and have one general characteristic, namely, the
conduct of evangelistic or missionary work.

In a few cases they are practically denominations, but for the most part,
while distinct from other religious bodies, they are dominated by the evangelistic
conception rather than by doctrinal or ecclesiastical distinctions. None of
them is large, and some are very small and local in their character.

Since 1916 there have been some changes. The Church of God (Apostolic)
has been added but the Lumber River Mission is now known as the Holiness
Methodist Church and listed with the Methodist bodies. The Church Trans-
cendent and the Voluntary Missionary Society in America have ceased to exist,
and no report was received from the Peniel Missions. Two bodies are listed
under new names—Apostolic Faith Mission, reported in 1916 and 1906 as Apostolic
Faith Movement, and Missionary Bands of the World, formerly reported as
Pentecost Bands of the World.

The bodies grouped under the head ‘‘ Evangelistic Associations’ in 1926, 1916,
and 1906 are listed as follows, with the principal statistics as reported for the

three censuses.
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The data given for 1926 represent 14 active organizations of the Hephzibah
Faith Missionary Association, with 495 members. The classification of mem-
bership by sex was reported by all of the 14 churches and the classification by age
was reported by 9 churches, including 7 which reported members under 13 years
of age. No parsonages were reported in 1926, although 1 valued at $4,000 was
reported as owned in 1916.

Comparative data, 1906-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the cen-
suses of 1926, 1916, and 1906.

TaBLe 2.—CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1906 T0o 1926: HEPHzIBAHR Farrm Mis-
SIONARY ASSOCIATION

ITEM 1928 1916 1906
Churches (local organizations) - . ... . .. eieeiann 14 12 10
Increase over preceding census:
umber e mm e —————— 2 b3 I,
Per 08Nt L ... e e e e ecmeme|eeammnem—nne|eceamem el cm—————
Members. . et cmman 352 293
Increase over preceding census:
Number. . e eeec———— 143 59 | e
Per Cent . e ———— 40.8 201 |ocemeoooo
Average membership per church. ... 35 29 29
Church edifices:
NUmDber. ... e eeceeiccccmcccecmccac e c————————————— 9 11 9
Value—Churches reporting . ... ... oo ecccicceccanan 9 11 9
Amount reported...__.._.. $18, 500 $21, 100 $11, 300
Average per church_ ... $2, 056 $1,918 $1, 256
Debt—Churches reporting.. 2 1
Amount reported. . ..o cceeeceam———————— $1, 140 $50 | . $175
Expenditures during year:
Churchesreporting. .. ..o iececmemeaaas 10 12 [oeomeeee
Amount reported. ... .o cercceacecea—aon—- $5, 363 L, 887 |oceeeeae
Current expenses and improvements.._.... . .. ... ... $1, 601 267 [oooeoa
Benevolences, missions, etc. ... .. .o oceoaaoo. 3,672 $1,620 [._......._.
Average expenditure per church. .. ... $536 $M ..
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. . ..o oo ecccecceccecm———- 10 12 9
Officers and teachers.. ... e iiiacao-. 89 81 75
£ o TSP PIRI 414 502 402

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Hephzibah
Faith Missionary Association by States. Table 3 gives for each State the number
and membership of the churches classified according to their location in urban
or rural territory and the total membership classified by sex. Table 4. gives
separate figures for the State of Iowa and combined figures for other States,
showing the number and membership of the churches for the three censuses
from 1906 to 1926, together with the membership for 1926 classified as under
13 years of age and 13 years of age and over. Table 6 shows the value of church
property and the debt on such property, for 1928 alone. Table 6 presents, for
1926, the church expenditures, showing separately the amounts. expended for
current expenses and improvements, and for benevolences, etc., and also gives
the data.for Sunday schools. Separate presentation in Tables 5§ and 6 is also
limited to the State of Iowa, the only State in which three or more churches
reported the principal items shown (values or expenditures), in order to avoid
disclosing the financial statistics of any individual church. The States omitted
from these tables can be determined by referring to the complete list which
appears in Table 3.

60993°—29—pT 2—37






HEPHZIBAH FAITH MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 565

TaBLE 6..—CHURCH EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY ScCHOOLS, BY STATES, 1926:
HEeprZIBAE FalTH MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION

[Separate presentation is limited to Stat.es having 3 or more ohnrches reporting expenditures]

-— [
S EXPENDITURES DURING YEAR SUNDAY SCHOOLS
¥ ’
STATE g 33 For current | For benevo- %E
:E ":,3 2 Total expenses lences, § 5 oglrﬁ?rs Scholars
% © 58 | smount and im- | missions, | 58 \o e |
& oR provements eto. | © 3
United States l i 10 $5,363 $1,601 $3,672 } 10 89 414
Towa_ ... 10 (] 2,263 509 1,754 | 7 64 329
Other States.......... 4 4 3100 1,182 1,018 } 3 25 85

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

A number of independent churches were organized under the name of Hephuzi-
bah Faith Missionary Association, at Glenwood, Iowa, in 1892, for the threefold
purpose of preaching the doctrine of holingss, developing missionary work both
at home and abroad, and promoting philanthropic work, especially the care of
orphans and needy persons. They have no formal creed and no general church
organization; each local body, called an assembly, keeps its own records; but
there is a central committee, located at Tabor, Iowa, which superintends the
general activities of the churches.

A commuricant is considered to be one who gives evxdence of a new birth, who
is willing to conform to the teaching of the Scriptures, walking in love and fellow-
ship, amenable to the church and to those who have its spiritual oversight or rule.
Those who remde in isolated communities may, if they wmh retain thelr church
affiliation.

Ministers usual.ly receive no salaries, most of them being enga.ged also in other

occupations.
WORK

The number of persons engaged in home missionary work is 150, including
ordained and licensed ministers, evangelists, deaconesses, etc. No salaries are
paid. Complete figures for this work are-not available, but the superintendent
reports that “sufficient food and clothing and traveling expenses for about 150
persons were supplied during the year.” The denomination supports 1 school
with 110 students, for which 83,000 was contributed durmg the year. The value
of property is $65,000.

Foreign missionary work has been carried on sinee 1894. The fields occupied
at present are Japan, India, Africa, and China. In 1926 there were 10 stations,
with 12 missionaries and 16 native helpers. The total number of organized
churches and Sunday schools in the foreign field was 19, with 1,350 communicant
members and Sunday school scholars. The amount contributed in the United
States for work in the foreign field was $9,430, and the value of property waa,
estimated at $18, 200 The amount. of endowment for institutions of all kinds is
$20,000.

1This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Part II of the Report on Religlous
Bodies, 1916, bas been revised by Elder J. M. Zook, president of tha Hephzibah Faith Missionary Associa-
tion, and approved by him in its present form.



