REFORMED BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The churches, aside from the Lutheran, that were the direct outcome of the
Protestant Reformation, trace their ecclesiastical origin to republican Switzer-
land, and those leaders in the cause of representative government, Zwingli, Calvin,
and Melanchthon. Of these the Swiss, Dutch, and many German churches came
to be known as Reformed; the Scotch and English as Presbyterian; and the
French as Huguenot; while those in Bohemia and Hungary preserved their
national names.

In the early colonization of America, Dutch and Germans, as well as Scotch
and English, were prominent, and as a result there are 4 Reformed Churches—2
tracing their origin to Holland, 1 to the German Palatinate, and 1 to Hungary.
The first church in New Amsterdam was organized by the Duteh in 1628, and
for a considerable time the Hollanders were practically limited to the provinece of
New Netherland. Somewhat later a German colony, driven from the Palatinate
by the ruthless persecution of Louis XIV, settled in upper New York and Penn-
sylvania, and as it grew spread westward. Another Dutch immigration, which
established its headquarters in Michigan, identified itself with the New York
branch, but afterwards a minor part formed its own ecclesiastical organization.
The New York branch, known at first as the ‘‘Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church,” later adopted the title *“ Reformed Church in America’; similarly, the
German Reformed Church became, in 1867, the Reformed Church in the United
States. The third body is known as the Christian Reformed Church; while a
fourth is styled the Free Magyar Reformed Church in America. This denomina-
tion was organized in 1924 by certaln congregations which refused to accept the
“Tiffin Agreement,” under whose terms the majority of the churches constituting
the former Hungarian Reformed Church in America were formally transferred
to the jurisdiction of the Reformed Church in the United States. There are
also a number of churches called Netherlands Dutch Church or True Reformed
Dutch Church, and some of the Hungarian churches, which have no general eccle-
siastical organization and areincluded under the head of ‘‘ Independent churches.”

In its earlier history each body clung to its ancestral language, a practice
which not infrequently checked a natural growth, although it had the advantage
of giving to the newcomers a congenial church life, to which is largely due the
fact that these communities have grown up loyal to the best interests both of
their mother church and of their new country. As conditions changed, the use
of English was accepted, and the older churches blended with the general inter-
ests of the community.

In their doctrine, polity, and general public life, the Reformed churches remain
conservative. New ideas, simply because novel, have not had ready accept-
ance; yet new forms of organization, such as the various societies for young people
and similar enterprises, have found a cordial welcome. In interdenominational
relations they have always been friendly, are members of the Alliance of Re-
formed Churches, and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
and early inaugurated foreign mission work. They have stood for high standards
in education and scholarship and have furnished many men prominent in public
life,
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‘TaBLE 4.—VaLuB or Crurcr ProreErTY, AND CHURCH DEBT, BY STATES,
1926: FREE MaGgYAR REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

[Separate presentation s limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting value of edifices]
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TasLe 5.—CHURCR EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS, BY STATES, 1926:
Free Magyar REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

[Separate presentation is Mimited to States having 3 or more churchés reporting expenditures]
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

This church was established December 3, 1924, at Duquesne, Pa. It is not
®exaoctly a continuation of the former Hungarian Reformed Church in America,
although it corresponds to it in faith, government, etc., and its constituency is
made up to a large degree from that of the former church.

The Hungarian Reformed Church in America was organized in 1904, in the
city of New York, by six congregations and six ministers, and other congrega-
tions united with it, under the general care and supervision of the Reformed
Church in Hungary. It received its ministers and some financial aid from Hun-
gary until the World War, when connection with the mother church was
interrupted. :

After a series of conferences with representatives of the Reformed Church in
the United States and the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America,
culminating in the “ Tiffin Agreement”—made at Tiffin, Ohio—the congregations
constituting the Eastern and Western Classes of the Hungarian Reformed Church
in America were transferred by the Mother Church of Hungary, through its official
dalegates, to the Reformed Church in the United States.

1 This statement has been revised by Rev. Endre Sebastyen, dean, Free Magyar Reformed Charch fn
America, and approved by bim {n its present form.
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Three of these churches, however, did not accept the terms of the “Tiffin
Agreement,’”” and these three churches, together with four newly formed churches,
were the founders of the Free Magyar Reformed Church in America.

These have constituted themselves as a classis and made their own constitu-
tion of 226 articles in 5 sections. They follow, as much as possible in the new
circumstances, the doctrine and organization of the mother church in Hungary.
The symbolical books of the church are the Second Helvetic Confession and the
Heidelberg Catechism. In government the church occupies a middle position
between the presbyterian and the episcopal systems, the episcopate being upheld
along with the synodical principle. Having not more than one classis, they can
not have synodical meetings; instead of these they hold general meetings every
three years. Over the church properties the individual churches have absolute
control.



