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DOCTRINE

The Unitarians have never adopted a creed and do not require of members or
ministers profession of a particular doctrine.

The constitution of the General Conference stated simply that ¢ These churches
accept the religion of Jesus, holding in accordance with His teaching that prac-
tical religion is summed up in love to God and love to man.’”” The declared object
of the American Unitarian Association is “to diffuse the knowledge and promote
the interests of pure Christianity.” And the covenant most generally used in
local churches reads: “In the love of truth, and in the spirit of Jesus, we unite
for the worship of God and the service of man.”

The most distinguishing marks of Unitarianism to-day are its insistence upon
absolute freedom in belief, its reliance upon the supreme guidance of reason,
its tolerance of difference in religious opinion, its devotion to education and
philanthropy, and its emphasis upon character, as the principles of fundamental
importance in religion. There is, however, a general consensus upon the uni-
personality of God, the strict humanity of Jesus, the essential dignity and per-
fectibility of human nature, the natural character of the Bible, and the hope for
the ultimate salvation of all souls, in distinction from the views traditionally

taught on these points.
ORGANIZATION

The Unitarians are congregational in polity, each congregation being entirely
independent of all the others. But for purposes of fellowship, mutual counsel,
and the promotion of common ends, they unite in local or State conferences,
in the American Unitarian Association, into which the General Conference was
merged in 1925, and in an international congress formed “to open communica-
tion with those in all lands who are striving to unite pure religion and perfect
liberty, and to increase fellowship and cooperation among them.’” Besides
the national missionary organization, the American Unitarian Association, with
headquarters at Boston, and offices at New York, Chicago, and San Francisco,
other national organizations include the General Alliance of Unitarian Women,
the Unitarian Sunday School Society, the Young People’s Religious Union, the
Laymen’s League, the Unitarian Temperance Society, ete.

WORK

The missionary work of the churches of the Unitarian fellowship is carried
on chiefly by the American Unitarian Association. In 1926 this association
acknowledged receipts amounting to $346,390, which amount was expended in
the support of new churches; for circuit preachers; for books and tracts; fer
assistance to theological students; and for educational work in certain sclected
schools and communities, not necessarily under Unitarian control. The prop-
erty (endowment) amounts to approximately $5,700,000. In addition to the
work done by the association, home missionary work is carried on also by the
Women’s General Alliance, the Unitarian Laymen’s League, the Young People's
Religious Union, and the district and State conferences.

The foreign work of the Unitarian churches is conducted chiefly through the
International Council of Unitarian and Other Liberal Thinkers and Workers.
The international council has correspondents in all countries, and through them
and such organizations as the Japanese Unitarian Association, the Hungarian
Consistory, the Brahmo-Somaj of India, and the various liberal Christian bodies
in Europe, it carries on active propaganda.
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Unitarians are profound believers in education, but not in sectarian education.
Many leading schools and universities are practically under Unitarian adminis-
tration, but not one of them is sectarian in purpose or spirit. The Unitarian
ministry is educated chiefly in three theological seminaries—the Harvard Divinity
School, founded in 1819; the Meadville Theological School, established in Penn-
sylvania in 1844 and rioved to Chicago, Ill., in 1926; and the Pacific School,
opened at Berkeley, Calif., in 1904; but in none of these are either teachers or
students ever submitted to dogmatic tests. They have been described as ‘“un-
denominational schools of rational theology.” For general educational institu-
tions large sums of money have been given by Unitarians, but no record is kept
of such gifts. The same may be said in regard to philanthropic movements, as
hospitals, agylums, and the like.



