EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT

Under this head are included various associations of churches which are more
or less completely organized and have one general characteristic, namely, the
conduct of evangelistic or missionary work.

In a few cases they are practically denominations, but for the most part,
while distinct from other religious bodies, they are dominated by the evangelistic
conception rather than by doctrinal or ecclesiastical distinctions. None of
them is large, and some are very small and local in their character.

Since 1916 there have been some changes. The Church of God (Apostolic)
has been added but the Lumber River Mission is now known as the Holiness
Methodist Church and listed with the Methodist bodies. The Church Trans-
cendent and the Voluntary Missionary Society in America have ceased to exist,
and no report was received from the Peniel Missions. Two bodies are listed
under new names—Apostolic Faith Mission, reported in 1916 and 1906 as Apostolic
Faith Movement, and Missionary Bands of the World, formerly reported as
Pentecost Bands of the World.

The bodies grouped under the head ‘‘ Evangelistic Associations’ in 1926, 1916,
and 1906 are listed as follows, with the principal statistics as reported for the

three censuses.
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TaBLE 4.—CHURCHE EXPENDITURES AND SUNDAY ScHooLs, BY STAaTEs, 1926:
CrURCcH OF Gop (APOSTOLIC)

[Separate presentation is llmited to States having 3 or more churches reporting expenditures]

E EXPENDITURES DURING YEAR SUNDAY SCHOOLS
3
STATE E’g gé‘ For current beFO:; E Omeeml
: E e8 Total expenses | J0OVO- || BF | gnd ol-
35 B2 amount and im- missions, || 25 & teach- | ars
g o8 provements ete. s e ers
United States____._ 18 M $5, 486 $4, 590 $896 13 70 341
West Virginia_ ... _._.____ 10 8 2,747 2,153 594 8 49 172
Other States.._._......... 8 2,739 2,437 302 5 21 169

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION !
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The Church of God (Apostolic) was organized at Danville, Ky., in 1897,
by Elder Thomas J. Cox. At that time it was called the Christian Faith Band
Church, under which name it was later incorporated (1901). At the General
Assembly held at Freeman, W. Va., August 15, 1915, the general overseer held a
council with the elders concerning the name. The desire was expressed for a
more scriptural name, and the report of the council recommending that the name
of the church be changed to ¢ The Church of God (Apostolic)’’ was adopted by
& more than two-thirds vote of the Assembly; the latter, however, seeing that a
number desired to hold the old name, did not press the matter, and the church
was not incorporated under the new name until 1919, at Paris, Ky.

DOCTRINE

Admission to the church depends upon repentance for sin, confession of faith,
and baptism by immersion in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The members
believe in holiness and sanctification, practice the washing of feet, and celebrate
the communion, or Lord’s Supper, with unfermented grape juice and unleavened
bread.

ORGANIZATION

The governing body is the General Assembly, and the officers are the apostle,
or general overseer, the assistant overseer, district elders, pastors, evangelists,
and local preachers. The church field is divided into districts, each of which
holds a ministerial council once a year. The various churches have local names,
the headquarters church being known as Zion Hill Church of God (Apostolic).

WORK

The organizations of the church, besides the Women's Circle, include missionary
societies and the maintenance of sick and burial funds. The Sunday school also
occupies a prominent place in the work of the church, in order that the young and
the old as well may acquire a religious education. It is recruited by a revival
held once a year and indorsed by the church. The church is also preparing
ministerial courses for its preachers, which work will start in the near future,
together with the publication of a religious periodical.

1'This statement was furnished by Rev. T. J. Cox, of Bluefield,W. Va., apostle and general overseer
of the Church of God (Apostolic).



