
EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT
Under this head are included various associations of churches which are more

or less completely organized and have one general characteristic, namely, the
conduct of evangelistic or missionary work.
In a few cases they are practically denominations, but for the most part,

while distinct from other religious bodies, they are dominated by the evangelistic
conception rather than by doctrinal or ecclesiastical distinctions. None of
them is large, and some are very small and local in their character.
Since 1916 there have been some changes. The Church of God (Apostolic)

has been added but the Lumber River Mission is now known as the Holiness
Methodist Church and listed with the Methodist bodies. The Church Trans
cendent and the Voluntary Missionary Society in America have ceased to exist,
and no report was received from the Peniel Missions. Two bodies are listed
under new names—Apostolic Faith Mission, reported in 1916 and 1906 as Apostolic
Faith Movement, and Missionary Bands of the World, formerly reported as
Pentecost Bands of the World.
The bodies grouped under the head "Evangelistic Associations" in 1926, 1916,

and 1906 are listed as follows, with the principal statistics as reported for the
three censuses.
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54G CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

Summary of Statistics fob the Evangelistic Associations, 1926, 1916,
and 1906
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CHURCH OF GOD (APOSTOLIC)

STATISTICS
Summary for the United States, with urban-rural classification. —A general

summary of the statistics for the Church of God (Apostolic) for the year 1926
is presented in Table 1, which shows also the distribution of these figures between
urban and rural territory.
The membership includes all baptized believers enrolled, but those under IS

years of age are not considered communicants nor are they eligible for official
position.

Table 1.—Summary of Statistics for Churches in Urban and
Territory, 1926: Church of God (Apostolic)
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38.8
61.8

43.1
61.4
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43.2
36.9
75.3

40.2

530

61.2
48.2

66.9
48.6

22.6

12.9

66.8
631
24.7
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■Urban territory includes all cities and other incorporated places which had 2,500 Inhabitants or more
in 1920, tho date of the last Federal census; rural territory comprises the remainder of the country.
1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.' Based on membership with age classification reported.

The data given for 1926 represent 18 active organizations of the Church of
God (Apostolic), with 492 members. The classification of membership by sex
was reported by all of the 18 churches, and the classification by age was reported

~\
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CHURCH OP GOD (APOSTOLIC) 587

by 13 churches, including, however, only 6 which reported any members under
13 years of age. No parsonages were reported by these churches.
Although it had a prior existence, this body was reported for the first time in

1926.
State tables. —Tables 2, 3, and 4 present the statistics for the Church of God

(Apostolic) by States. Table 2 gives for each State the number and member
ship of the churches classified according to their location in urban or rural terri
tory and the total membership classified by sex. Table 3 gives figures for West
Virginia and combined figures for other States, showing the number and mem
bership of the churches, together with the membership classified as under 13
years of age and 13 years of ago and over. Table 4 presents the church expendi
tures for 1926, showing separately the amounts expended for current expenses
and improvements, and for benevolences, etc., and also gives the data for Sunday
schools. Separate presentation in Table 4, also, is limited to West Virginia, the
only State in which as many as three churches reported expenditures, in order
to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of any individual church. The States
omitted from these tables can be determined by referring to the complete list
which appears in Table 2.

Table 2.—Number and Membership of Churches in Urban and Rural
Territory, and Total Membership by Sex, by States, 1926: Church op
God (Apostolic)
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1 (')
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1Ratio not shown where, number of females is less than 100.

Table 3.—Number and Membership op Churches, and Membership by
Age, by States, 1926: Church op God (Apostolic)
[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches]

Number Number
MEMBERSHIP BY AOE

STATE of
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of
members Under
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13 years
and over

Ape not
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under 13'

United States 18 492 21 364 107 5.5
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3
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62 7.6

Other States 55 2.0

1 Based on membership with age classification reported..
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Table 4.—Church Expenditures and Sunday Schools, by States, 1926:
Church of God (Apostolic)

[Separate presentation is limited to States having 3 or more churches reporting expenditures]
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION1
denominational history

The Church of God (Apostolic) was organized at Danville, Ky., in 1897,
by Elder Thomas J. Cox. At that time it was called the Christian Faith Band
Church, under which name it was later incorporated (1901). At the General
Assembly held at Freeman, W. Va., August 15, 1915, the general overseer held a
council with the elders concerning the name. The desire was expressed for a
more scriptural name, and the report of the council recommending that the name
of the church be changed to "The Church of God (Apostolic)" was adopted by
a more than two-thirds vote of the Assembly; the latter, however, seeing that a
number desired to hold the old name, did not press the matter, and the church
was not incorporated under the new name until 1919, at Paris, Ky.

DOCTRINE

Admission to the church depends upon repentance for sin, confession of faith,
and baptism by immersion in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The members
believe in holiness and sanctification, practice the washing of feet, and celebrate
the communion, or Lord's Supper, with unfermented grape juice and unleavened
bread.

ORGANIZATION

The goveriung body is the General Assembly, and the officers are the apostle,
or general overseer, the assistant overseer, district elders, pastors, evangelists,
and local preachers. The church field is divided into districts, each of which
holds a ministerial council once a year. The various churches have local names,
the headquarters church being known as Zion Hill Church of God (Apostolic).

WORK

The organizations of the church, besides the Women's Circle, include missionary
societies and the maintenance of sick and burial funds. The Sunday school also
occupies a prominent place in the work of the church, in order that the young and
the old as well may acquire a religious education. It is recruited by a revival
held once a year and indorsed by the church. The church is also preparing
ministerial courses for its preachers, which work will start in the near future,
together with the publication of a religious periodical.

i This statement was furnished by Rev. T. J. Cox, of Blueflcld ,W. V a., apostle and general overseer
Of the Church of God (Apostolic).


