EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT

Under this head are included various associations of churches which are more
or less completely organized and have one general characteristic, namely, the
conduct of evangelistic or missionary work.

In a few cases they are practically denominations, but for the most part,
while distinct from other religious bodies, they are dominated by the evangelistic
conception rather than by doctrinal or ecclesiastical distinctions. None of
them is large, and some are very small and local in their character.

Since 1916 there have been some changes. The Church of God (Apostolic)
has been added but the Lumber River Mission is now known as the Holiness
Methodist Church and listed with the Methodist bodies. The Church Trans-
cendent and the Voluntary Missionary Society in America have ceased to exist,
and no report was received from the Peniel Missions. Two bodies are listed
under new names—Apostolic Faith Mission, reported in 1916 and 1906 as Apostolic
Faith Movement, and Missionary Bands of the World, formerly reported as
Pentecost Bands of the World.

The bodies grouped under the head ‘‘ Evangelistic Associations’ in 1926, 1916,
and 1906 are listed as follows, with the principal statistics as reported for the

three censuses.
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The data given for 19268 represent 48 active Pillar of Fire churches, with 2,442
members. The classification of membership by sex was reported by 47 churches
and the classification by age was reported by 31 churches, including 22 which
reported members under 13 years of age.

Comparative data, 1906-1926.—Table 2 presents, in convenient form for com-
parison, a summary of the available statistics of this denomination for the cen-
susecs of 1926, 1916, and 1906.

TaBLE 2.—COMPARATIVE SUMMARY, 1906 To 1926: PiLLar oF FIRE

ITEM ‘ 1928 1916 1906
Churches (tocal organizations) . . ... oooaeo i l 48 21 3
e over precoding census: |
Number. . . e ——————ee - I 27 18 e
Per cent b i el ccceccccccceeifeccccmenaaaa
Members. ... e cecca——aes ’ 2,442 1,129 230
Increase over preceding census:
VU DT L o e e —e—— e ————— 1,313 899 | oo
Percent .o e ceeceem————m————- 116.3 390.9 |oveenennnnn
Average membership per chureh_ .. ___...... 51 54 77
Chureh edifices
Number. .o cccemcacec——aman- 25 8
Value—Churches reporting 23

Amount reported

Average per church__ .. $23,318 $21, 444 $30,
Debt—Churches reporting. . o oo ool 17 4 2
Amount reported. .. ccecccaaa. $75,200 | - $14, 800 $11, 000
nages:
Value—Churches reporting. .- ...oceoeorommooeooe e cceccann 1 3
AmOount reported. . - .o ceoceecccicaccccceccnmaccaaa- $88, 000 $4,200 | ...
Debt—Churches reporting._......._._.. e L2 I F
Amount reported. . .o oioeaciiiioaooos $15,000 | Mo
tures during year:
Churches reporting .. o .o oo eicccmccccccccaaas 32
Amountreported. ... .. caaaan. $50, 080
Current expenses and improvements . $38, 854
Benevolences, missions, etc....._.... $11, 226
Average expenditure per church. ... ... ... $1, 565
Sunday schools:
Churches reporting. .. oo oo oo ccicaecaes 36 12 2
Officers and teachers_ . oo 200 80 14
BehOlArS . ot e 1,094 559 175

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100,

State tables.—Tables 3, 4, 5, and 6 present the statistics for the Pillar of Fire
by States. Table 3 gives for each State the number and membership of the
churches classified according to their location in urban or rural territory and
the total membership classified by sex. Table 4 gives for selected States the
number and membership of the churches for the three censuses from 1906 to
1926, togcther with the membership for 1926 classified as under 13 years of age
and 13 years of age and over. Table 5 shows the value of church property and
the debt on such property, for 1926 alone. Table 6 presents, for 1926, the church
expenditures, showing separately the amounts expended for current expenscs
and improvements, and for benevolences, etc., and also gives the data for Sun-
day schools. Separate presentation in Tables 6 and 6 is limited to those States
in which three or more churches reported the principal items shown (values or
expenditures), in order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics of any indi-
vidual church. The States omitted from these tables can be determined by
referring to the complete list which appears in Table 3.
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But notwithstanding this she continued to preach. In time she. began to
establish missions of an independent charac¢ter and soon acquired a considerable
following, organizing a regular society in 1901, which was incorporated in 1902,
in order to hold property. Her original plan was that the organization should be
a misgionary society for the conversion of sinners and the spread of Scriptural
holiness, similar to the societies which John Wesley organized. But as Mcthod-
ism, when it was raised up, had a special mission to perform, and finally became
a church in itself, distinct from the Church of England, so the Pillar of Fire in
its turn became a church distinct from the Methodist Church. It was found
that complete separation and independence from other denominations alone
could give the Pillar of Fire, with women as well as men in the pulpit, freedom to
pursue its course as an evangelizing and rcforming force.

The organization has grown rapidly and has acquired valuable property,
and in 1908 it established its headquarters at Zarephath, N. J., about 30 miles
from New York City. Here, and at Bound Brook, over 800 acres were acquired
and large buildings for schools and printing plants erected.

DOCTRINE

The doctrinal beliefs include the fundamental doetrines of other orthodox
denominations; they are, in fact, Methodistic, any difference which exists coming
from a closer adherence to primitive standards, guarding against modern liberal-
ism and heresies; another diffcrence is the extension of full ministerial orders to
women. Doctrinal points emphasized are: (1) Belief in the inspiration of the
Scriptures as the only sufficient rule of faith and practice; (2) repentance toward
God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; (3) justification by faith, evidenced by
holy living; (4) Christian perfection or entire sanctification, which is interpreted
as a cleansing of the believer’s heart from inbred sin or spiritual defilement, so
that the whole spirit, as well as the body, may be preserved blameless until
the coming of Christ—perfection or sanctification here not implying freedom
from mistakes or infirmities, but that Christian perfection which is purity of
heart and a perfect attitude toward God; (5) the immortality of the soul and
the resurrection of the body; (6) judgments as taught in the Scriptures; (7)
water baptism, which is a sign of regcneration, the mode being optional; (8) the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; (9) marriage is a divine institution; (10) divine
healing for the body; (11) the premillenial coming of the Lord, and the restoration
of the Jews; (12) eternal punishment for the wicked and life everlasting for the
righteous. ’

ORGANIZATION

The Pillar of Fire Church is episcopal in that, like the Methodist Church,
its discipline provides for bishops, presiding elders, etc. Its orders include
regularly ordained ministers (both men and women), regularly ordained dcacons
and deaconesses, consecrated deaconesses, licensed preachers, and missionaries.

Of the four classes of members, probationary, regular, full, and associate,
only the second and third classes are qualified to vote; regular members, consist-
ing of pcrsons who have passed the probationary period, are qualified to vote on
matters of ecclesiastical administration; while persons in full membership, con-
sisting largely of regular members who are in active service as missionaries,
teachers, ministers, etc., have power to vote also on matters pertaining to the
financial administration,
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WORK

Shortly after its incorporation the organization erected a training school at
Denver, Colo., and later a printing plant was established, from which were
issued the Pillar of Fire and numerous tracts and pamphlets. Upon the opening
of the larger buildings at Zarephath, N. J., the publication work in Denver
ceased for a short time, but was later resumed, the paper issued there taking the
name Rocky Mountain Pillar of Fire.

At Zarephath three schools have been established, Zarephath Bible Institute,
Alma Preparatory School, and Alma College, the latter being authorized by the
State of New Jersey to grant degrees in arts and sciences. There is also a large
printery, where four papers are published, the Eastern Pillar of Fire, the Good
Citizen, Woman’s Chains, and Pillar of Fire, Junior, besides numerous books
and pamphlets.

In 1919 the organization came into possession of Westminster College, near
Denver, Colo., once operated by the Presbyterians. They have also erected
a large auditorium at Denver, known as Alma Temple. In Los Angeles they
conduct a Bible school and other schools and publish the Occidental Pillar of
Fire. Near Cincinnati, Ohio, they conduct a school; and at Jacksonville, Fla.,
there is a school and missionary headquarters.

In 1909 the Pillar of Fire opened missionary headquarters in London, England,
and a publishing department, from which are issued the British Sentinel and
the London Pillar of Fire. New and enlarged quarters were secured, in 1925,
and it is the purpose to make this branch—known as Alma Institute—a center
and headquarters for general foreign missionary work.

A very important feature of the Pillar of Fire’s activities is its missionary and
colporteur work in large cities of the United States, another is the opportunity
which it affords for the training and education, at little or no expense to them-
gelves, of worthy young people.

The total valuation of church property is placed at $1,600,000, and school
property at $900,000. Money expended for educational work during 1926
amounted to $75,000; nearly $5,000 was appropriated for charity, in addition
to the assistance of students and others; and $5,000 was sent to the foreign
fields. Students in Pillar of Fire schools numbered about 300.



