PRESBYTERIAN BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

History.—As the Lutheran churches represent those features of the Refor-
mation emphasized by Luther, so the Presbyterian and Reformed churches
represent those emphasized by Calvin. The doctrinal and ecclesiastical system
developed at Geneva, modified somewhat in Holland and in France and trans-
ferred to Scotland, became solidificd there largely under the influence of John
Knox in 1550 and found a practical and thoroughly logical presentation in
the Westminster Assembly, London, England, 1645-1649. This was not a
distinctively Presbyterian body. Called by act of Parliament to consider
the state of the cntire country in matters of religion, it recpresented in its
membership all English-speaking Christians, although the Anglicans took
no active part in its deliberations. It had no ecclesiastical authority, yet its
deliverances on doctrine have furnished the basis both for Presbyterian and
many non-Presbyterian bodies; and the form of eccclesiastical government
it recommended has gone far beyond the country where it was formulated and
has had a marked influence not only on church life, but in civil and national
development. In Ingland it fostered the development of the Independents
who afterwards became the Congregationalists. In Scotland, in the eight-
eenth and nineteenth centuries, it resulted in the development of several Pres-
byterian bodies, each insisting upon some specific administrative phase; and
one of its strongholds was the north of Ireland, where so many Scoteh found
a more congenial home for the time being, until they should cross the Atlantic,

The distinctively Presbyterian churches of the United States trace their
origin chiefly to Greuat Britain. Whatever of English and Welsh Presbyterianism
there was in the Colonies, together with the few French Protestant, or Huguenot,
churches, combined at an carly date with the Scotch and Scotch-Irish elements
to form the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, from which the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church in the United
States afterwards scparated. The Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church, repre-
senting the Calvinistic Methodists of Wales, was united in 1920 with the Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America.!

Five Presbyterian denominations are directly connected with the Secession
and Relief movements of the church in Scotland in the eighteenth century:
The United Presbyterian Chiireh of North America; the Associate Synod of
North America, known also as the Associate Presbyterian Church; the As-
sociate Reformed Presbyterian Church, formerly the Associate Reformed Synod
of the South; the Synod and the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church.

In close harmony with these distinctively Presbyterian churches are the
Reformed churches; traceable to the influence of immigration from the Continent
of Europe: The Reforimed Church in America (Dutch) and the Christian
Reformed Church, both of which originated in Holland; the Reformed Church
in the United States (German), whosc beginnings were in Switzerland and
Germany; and the Free Magyar Reformed Chureh in America, representing the
State Reformed Church of Hungary. All of these, Presbyterian and Reformed,
substantially agree in government, and all maintain similar principles of the Cal-
vinistic system, whether expressed in the Westminster Confession of Faith, the

1 Bee Methodist bodies, p. 914,
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Canons of the 8ynod of Dort, or the Heidelberg Catechism. The Alliance of
Reformed Churches throughout the world holding the Presbyterian system,
whose special purpose is to secure cooperation by the different denominations
in general church work, has grown out of this concord, as has also the Council of
the Reformed Churches in the United States holdmg the Presbyterian system,
organized for the same general purpose.

Doctrine and organization.—Presbyterianism as a doctrinal system has as its
fundamental principles the undivided sovereignty of God in His universe, the
sovereignty of Christ in salvation, the sovercignty of the Secriptures in faith
and conduct, and the sovereignty of the individual conscience in the interpreta-
tion of the Word of God. As a polity, it rccognizes Christ as the only head
of the church and the source of all power, and the people of Christ as entitled
under their Lord to participation in the government and action of the church.
As polity and as doctrine, it maintains the right of private judgment in matters
of religion, the membership in the Church Universal of all who profess the true
religion, the validity of church organization, and the power of each association
of organizations to prescribe its own terms of communion. It further holds
that ministers are peers one of another, and that church authority is positively
vested, not in individuals, such as bishops or presbyters, but in representative
courts, including the session, the presbytery, and the synod; and in the case
of some bodies, especially the larger ones, the general assembly. This prineciple
of coordinate representative authority, by which the individual member of the
church has his own share in the conduct of that church, while at the same time
he recognizes not merely the headship of Christ but the fellowship in Christ,
has given to the system a peculiar hold wherever there has been representative
government and has exerted a strong influence modifying both individualistic
and hierarchical tendencies. Its advocates call attention to the resemblance
between its polity and the political constitution of the United States, in which
country it has had its strongest influcnce, its courts corresponding closely to
the local, State, and national organizations.

Statistics.—The denominations grouped as the Presbyterian bodies in 1926, in
1916, and in 1906 are listed in the summary table, with the prineipal sta.txstxos
as reported for the three periods.

Certain changes are to be noted. The union between the Presbyterian Church

in the United States of America and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
under discussion in 1906, was consumimated, but a considerable number of the
Cumberiand Presbyterian churches refused to adopt the plan and continued
the old organization. This explains the decrease in the statistics of the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church which is shown for both 1916 and 1926. The body
reported in 1906 as the Associate Reformed Synod of the South changed its
name in 1913 to Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. The single organi-
zation reported in 1906 by the Reformcd Presbyterian Church in the United
States and Canada later joined the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North
America, General Synod; the single organization reported in 1906 by the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church (Covenanted) was listed in 1916 with the Inde-
pendent churches. In 1920, the five synods of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist
Church were absorbed into the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America.
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SuMMARY oF STATISTICS FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN Bobpiks, 1926, 1916, ANnp 1906

k- ! VALUE OFCRURCH|| EXPENDITURES SUNDAY
2 ! EDIFICKS DURING YKAR SCHOOLS
DENOMINATION AND CENSUS 53 f‘,’,“,;'ﬂ,?.?f 2 ™ ™
YEAR g"—; bers. || 28 a4 £5 | Number
[3X%) [T <) (3]
-0 =% | Amount i | Amount || &£ of schaol-
g g8 28 22| % an
= (S vé of
1926 |
i
Total for the group......._. 14,848‘ 2,625,284 13, 852 $443, 572, 158 14, 259 $37, 833, 390 13, 222 2, 001, 928
Presbyterian Church in the h | ; i
United States of America.__.._ 8,047, 1,894,030 8,437 338,152,743 8, 656' 63, 230, 663 ' 8, 237 1, 407,308
Cumberland Presbyterian ! ! | i
Church.. ... acmia 1,097 67,938 986! 3,321,287 961 759,021 765 48, 052
Colored Cumberland Presby- ; ! ' I
terian Church._ ... _...._._._. 1 10,868| 162 353, 825 167 80,304, 152 5 23
United Presbyterian Church of | ;
North America. ... ........ 901 171,571 879] 29, 714, 845 800 6,642,820 871 148, 668
Presbyterian Church in the i ’ !
United States_ . __.....__...._. 8,469 451,043 3,148 67,798,658} 3, 18, 612, 028| 2, 367, 795
Associate 8ynod of North Amer- ‘
fca (Associate Preshyterian
Church).... . ocooomeeiaan. 11 329 1 28, 800 11 8, 841 150
Associate Reformed Presby- l i
terian Church.______.______._._. 143] 20, 410 139] 2,428, 100 142 809,883 137 15,908
8ynod of the Reformed Presby-
terian Church of North Amer-
1 P " 89§ 7, 166 79 1,427, I 851,178 83 7,495
Reformed Presbyterian Church
in North America, General
(3 1T S 13 L,920 12 346,800 13 40,65 12 1,28
1916 ! ;
1 i
Total for the group._______. 15, 840° 2, 255, 626) 14, 328 192, 989, 599 14, 661' 40, 058, 907 13, 978! 1, 947, 421
Presbyterian Church In the l | | m]
United States of America_.._.._ 9, 639; 1,611,251 8,677 150, 239, 123|| 9,050 30, 168, 158 ; 8, 1, 381, 653
Cumberland Presbyterian ! i
Church._ ... ... cea_... 1,313 72,052 1,150 1,935,072/! 1,009 830, 905 903 53, 431
Colored Cumberland Presby- i i )
terian Church. . ... ..._. 136, 13,077 130 230, 420/, 127J 39, 407 133 7,471
Welsh Calvinistic Methodist | |
Church. . ... 134 14, 566 126 1,012,000}, 129, 173, 977 127 10, 789
United Presbyterian Church of '
North America. _...__......_... 991 160, 726 952 13,543, 213 974 3,004, 945 976, 158,072
Presbyterian Church in the 1
Unijted Btates_______._..__....__ 3,365, 357,760, 3,041 28,924,915( 3,101 5,809, m 2,744 3813, 165
Associate Synod of North Amer- :
ica (Associate Presbyterian
Church) ... oocmeeaaees 12| 490 12| 26, 400| 12 8, 114 8 137
Associate Reformed Presby- |
terian Church__.______.__.._.. 133 15,14 128 667, 133 178,138), 1. 13, 411
8ynod of the Reformed Presby- !
terian Church of North Amer- |
[ S Uy 103 8,185 98, 1,131,600 103 225, 2634 l 1 9, 498
Reformed Presbyterian Church !
in North America, Genersal |
Bynod. . e cccacaccccaaaaa 14 2, 386 14 279, 2001 14 32, 001} I 1, 765
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shown (values or expenditures), in order to avoid disclosing the financial statistics
of any individual church. The States omitted from these tables can be deter-
mined by referring to the complete list which appears in Table 3.

Ecclesiastical divisions.—Table 7 presents, for each synod in the Presbyterian
Church in the United States, by presbyteries, the more important statistical
data shown by States in the earlier tables, including number of churches, mem-
bership, value of church edifices, debt on church edifices, expenditures, and
Sunday schools.

TaBLE 8.—NUMBER AND MEMBERSHIP OF CHURCHES IN URBAN AND RURAL
TERRITORY, AND ToTAL, MEMBERSHIP BY SEX, BY STATES, 1926: PBEBBY‘TERIAN
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES

NUMBER OF
CHURCHES NUMBER OF MEMBERS TOTAL MEMBERSHIP BY SEX
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
AND BTATE Sex not| Males
Total l?arn Rural| Total || Urban | Rural || Male |Female] re- | per 100
ported | females
Q]
United States_....[3, 469 932 |2, 537 |(451, 043 ({270, 188 [180, 855 ||182, 552 |245, 743 | 22, 748 743
Middle Atlantio:
Pennsylvania____... ) N | PO 1 78 |[-cceaee- 78 30 [ ¢ ) O S,
‘West North Central:
Missouri_.._.oo..... 137 30 98 |l 18,593 || 11,063 | 7,530 7,519 | 10,928 149 688
South Atlantic:
Maryland_...____... 14 3 11 1,920 1,120 809 764 | 1,105 |ceee_... 656
Disl:rict of Columbia. 2 21....4] Lo12{ 1,012 f-co_.... 280 399 338 0.2
Virginia.._.......... 421 83| 338 || 63,598 || 31,021 | 32,577 || 25,802 | 34, 621 3,175 745
‘WestVirginia._...... 150 25| 125 12, 652 | 10, 625 9,287 | 12,703 | 1,287 73.1
North Carolina. ... 570 1221 457 || 77,691 || 37,816 | 39,875 || 33,056 | 41,974 | 2,661 78.8
South Carolina..... 287 54| 233 | 37,604 || 17,687 | 19,9017 ;| 16,011 ,000 | 1,593 80.1
Georgia. .- ......_. 250 921 158 |1 20,675 [| 22,113 | 7,562 || 12,075 { 16,509 | 1,001 3.1
Florida. . ccecaeoo.. 135 39 96 14,929 | 5,273 7,501 | 10,272 | 2,429 730
East South Central:
Kentucky-..--_---.- 163 541 100 ]} 22,021 || 13,949 | 8,072 8,877 | 12,141 1,003 731
ennessee. . 182 651 11711 30,777 || 23,335 | 7,442 || 11,550 | 16,280 | 2,047 N9
Alsbama_.__ 213 59| 154 [ 22,530 || 15111 | 7,419 9,247 | 12,813 470 T2
Mississippi.... 29 40 | 239 |l 22,999 || 10,300 | 12,699 9,612 | 12,539 848 767
‘West South Central
Arkz}l}sas 111 40 71 [} 14,499 9,604 | 4,895 56351 7,5%0| 1,274 742
Louisiana 115 50 65 || 14,218 || 11,064 | 3,154 5,459 | 8,246 513 682
Oklahoma 54 17 37 4, 440 2,757 | 1,683 1,784 | 2,623 23 68 4
Texas. .ooooooo... 372 147 | 225 || 45,610 || 84,580 | 11,030 | 17,972 | 24,761 | 2,877 726
Mountain:
New Mexico......_. | 4 1 3 200 75 218 81 134 75 0. 4

! Ratio not shown where number of fernales is less than 100.

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

Previous to the Civil War the Presbyterian churches in the United States
held widely different positions in regard to slavery. The larger denominations
did not take positive ground but left local bodies free to act as they judged best.
Some of the smaller and stricter churches, however, were stringent in their
rules, and even went so far as to exclude slaveholders from their communion.
As early as 1818 the General Assembly expressed itself very strongly in denunci-
ation of slavery, but at the same time recommended consideration toward those
so circumstanced as to be unable to carry out the full recommendation of the
church. After the separation between the ‘“Old School’’ and the ‘“ New School,”’

1 This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Part II of the Report on Religious
Bodies, 1916, has been revised by Rev. J. D. Laslie, D. D., stated clerk and treasurer, General Assemhiy
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, and approved by him in its present form.
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tain elementary schools; 2 Mexican mission schools; and 15 orphans’ homes and
schools. Faculty members number 1,000; students, 14,153; buildings, 626, with
property value of $20,819,343 and endowment, $9,961,098; books in libraries,
386,063. Contributionsin 1926 for educational purposes amounted to $1,168,488.
The philanthropic work of the church in 1926 included 15 orphanages with 1,777
inmates. The orphanages are owned and controlled by the synods in whose
territory they are located. They have a property value of $2,746,485 and endow-
ments amounting to $713,444. The contributions for the support of these
orphanages in 1926 were $385,421.

The Executive Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief aids
young men and women in preparation for the ministry and for life service. In
1926, 388 candidates for the ministry and mission service were aided to the
amount of $61,851. In 1926 there were 741 men and women candidates for the
ministry and mission service; 153 ministers, 241 widows and 43 orphans of
deceased ministers, and 6 unordained missionaries were aided to the amount of
$173,085. The endowment fund for ministerial relief amounts to $1,513,105.

The Executive Committee of Publication and Sabbath School Work issued, in
1926, 16,596,483 copies of Sabbath school and missionary literature; 77 field
workers were engaged in Sabbath school extension and young people’s work.
The receipts for these departments for 1926 were $98,168. The young people’s
societies, generally called Christian Endeavor Societies, numbered 2,638 with
64,635 members.

The Woman’s Auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church in the United States was
organized in 1912. In 1926 there were 2,215 societies with 121,097 members,
and the contributions were $1,580,629.

In 1922 the men of the church were formally organized, with a secretary in
charge. Societies composed of men have since been organized throughout the
churches, which have as their aim the development of the spiritual life as well as
the development and training of leaders in all departments of church life and
activity.



