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After the Brethren came to America the details of the organization were devel-
oped and individual congregations increased in number—first in the immediate
vicinity of Philadelphia; then in New Jersey, southern Pennsylvania, northern
Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas; then reaching westward over the oid
Braddock road, immediately after the Revolution, to western Pennsylvania,
and from the Carolinas into Kentucky, they were among the first to enter the

_Ohio and Mississippi valleys, and from 1790 to 1825 the great central plain was
rapidly populated by Brethren.

The Brethren of colonia]l times (then known generally as Dunkers) were for
the most part German or Dutch farmers, although they engaged in some other
occupations, particularly weaving. They retained their own language, and this
oreatod a prejudice against them . on the part of their English neighbors, who
looked upon them as illiterate, although the Saur presses of Germantown, Pa.,
were famous in American colonial days. One private library contains over 400
different imprints of these presses, and their output of papers, almanacs, Bibles,
-and religious and secular work gives evidence not only of a flourishing business,
but of a literary appreciation.” This would seem to call for the organization of
schools, but, aside from the interest of certain members in the founding of Ger-
mantown Academy, there is no early school history to record.

There was also a widespread, though unjust, feeling that socially and politically
they belonged with the party that had opposed the Revolution, and the result
was a mutual dislike, which was probably increased by the fact that, though not
essentially selfish, they kept very much to themselves, mingled little with the
“world, and took little part in the general movements of the times.

The Brethren shared the experience of other religious bodies organized in the
early history of this country. As conditions changed they developed different
practices and to some extent different conceptions, which resulted in the forma-
tion of separate communities. The first to withdraw were John Conrad Beissel
and his followers, who founded, in 1728, the famous monastic community at
Ephrata, Pa.? In 1848, in Indiana, George Patton, Peter Eyman, and others
‘organized a small group.? From that time there was no further division until
.1881, when a comparatively small company withdrew ¢ in protest against certain
‘modifications which they felt to be inconsistent with their early history. The
xnext year another division took place,® based chiefly upon objection to the form
of govérnment which had gradually developed within the larger body. As the
years have passed there has grown up a fccling that, with a little more patience
on all sides, this division might have been avoided. Recently greetings from the
conferences of “ The Brethren Church” and “Church of the Brethren’’ have been
exchanged, and efforts have been made to unite these two bodies. In some
localities thre union is all but effected.

3 German Seventh Day Baptists, now Seventh Day Baptists (German, 1728), p. 349.
3 Church of God (New Duunkers), p. 253,

- 4 Old Order German Baptist Brethren, p. 239.

" ¥ The Brethren Church (Progressive Dunkers), p. 243.
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DOCTRINE

The Church of the Brethren in general terms is classed as orthodox trinitarian.

Baptism is by trine forward immersion, the person baptized being confirmed
while kneeling in the water. The rite of foot washing and the love feast or agape -
immediately precede the communion or eucharist, the entire service being observed
in the evening. Sisters are expected to be *veiled” during prayer, and especially
at communion services. In case of illness, anointing with oil in the name of the
Lord is administered as a means of reconsecration of spirit and healing of the mind
and body. The rule of the eighteenth chapter of Matthew with respect to differ-
ences between members is observed. Plain attire, excluding jewelry for adorn-
ment, is advocated. The civil law is resorted to but little. Taking an oath is -
forbidden, all affidavits being made by affirmation. Nonresistance is taught,
and all communicants are asked to be noncombatants, not because of personal
fear nor out of a desire to be disloyal citizens, but because war is outlawed by
the teaching and example of Jesus. Any connection, direct or indirect, with the
liquor business is prohibited, and there is a corresponding insistence upon total
abstinence.

The ideal in all these ceremonies and beliefs is the reproduction and perpetua-
tion of tlie life and activities of the primitive Christians, and, while its effect is
manifest in a somewhat stern and legal type of religious life, mysticism or the
Pietistic temper has modified it in the direction of a quiet moderation in all
things.

ORGANIZATION

The polity of the church corresponds more nearly to the Presbyterian than to
any other specific ecclesiastical form. The local congregation, usually presided
over by the bishop of that body, is governed by the council of all the members.
The power of discipline, including trial and excommunication, rests with the local
congregation.

Ministers are elected by individual ballot by all the members of a congregation,
from members of that congregation; but one feeling the call to the ministry may
present his desires for acceptance. When appointed by the congregation, he
exercises all the duties of the ministry save those especially assigned to the bishop,
and in due time is ordained to the bishopric. The bishop of a congregation may
or may not be resident. The pastorate and a salaried ministry are being rapidly
adopted by the congregations.

The individual congregation elects delegates, lay and clerical, to a State district
meeting, connected with which there is also an ‘“elders’ meeting,” composed of
the bishops of the respective congregations. Above the State district meeting is
the general conference of all the brotherhood. To this each district meeting
elects one or more bishops as delegates, while the local churches elect other dele-
gates. The delegates elected by the State district meetings constitute the stand-
ing committee of the general conference, which prepares business for presentation
at that meeting. In the general sessions of the conference there is free discussion,
and both classes of delegates vote together on the final disposition of a matter
Upon a proper request, a committee may be sent from the general conference to
any local congregation for the purpose of settling any difficulties that the congre-
gation itself or the bishops of the adjoining congregations may seem unable to

adjust.
- WORK

Although the Brethren from the time of the earliest seftlements in America
pursued a vigorous policy of church extension, moving forward into unoccupied
territory, it was not until 1885 that regularly organized missionary endeavor in
both home and foreign fields was undertaken.
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Home mission work is being done in the United States and Canada. This
territory is divided into 50 districts. The general conference elects a general
board of five members. This board administers both home and foreign missions.
Each district elects a district home mission board. These district boards in cooper-
ation with the general mission board constitute the home missionary organization.
About 150 enterprises are under direction of this organization. An average of
about $100,000 is spent each year in equipment and salaries. The program
includes work among foreigners, and mountaineers, in city and rural fields. N

The foreign mission enterprises of the Brethren are under the care of the general
mission board, which in 1926 carried on work in India, China, and Africa, also
superviging churches in Sweden and Denmark. In all theee countries there are
about 25 stations, occupied by 125 American missionaries, with 260 native
helpers, and 27 churches, with a membership of about 4,800. There were
also reported 180 schools of various grades with about 3,700 students, and §
hospitals treating more than 50,000 patients. The amount contributed in 1926
for the support of foreign missions was about $200,000; the value of property
belonging to the denomination in foreign countries is estimated at about
$650,000, and there are endowments amounting to approximately $1,500,000.

The denomination owns 8 senior colleges with an enrollment of 2,020 students,
3 academies enrolling 218 students, and 1 theological seminary and training school
with 148 students. The property and equipment was valued at $2,907,132 in
1926. These institutions have a total cash endowment of $1,634,539, notes and

pledges of $1,760,678, and annuities and nonproductive endowment of $631,561.

The total offerings of the Sunday schools is over $265,000 annually, of which
$105,000 goes to missions. Over 2,500 teacher-training credits are awarded
annually in the international standard course.

There are 509 young people’s departments, 336 young people’s organizations,
138 junior church leagues, and 310 Christian workers’ societies. More than 60 per
cent of the Sunday schools use graded lessons.

Many institutes and schools of method are provided. There are five well
organized and maintained camp sites, which provide for about one—thlrd of the
summer conferences and other special assemblies.

The church seeks to take care of her own poor and homeless by establishing
and maintaining comfortable homes for them. There are 15 such institutions in
the United States.



