REFORMED BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The churches, aside from the Lutheran, that were the direct outcome of the
Protestant Reformation, trace their ecclesiastical origin to republican Switzer-
land, and those leaders in the cause of representative government, Zwingli, Calvin,
and Melanchthon. Of these the Swiss, Dutch, and many German churches came
to be known as Reformed; the Scotch and English as Presbyterian; and the
French as Huguenot; while those in Bohemia and Hungary preserved their
national names.

In the early colonization of America, Dutch and Germans, as well as Scotch
and English, were prominent, and as a result there are 4 Reformed Churches—2
tracing their origin to Holland, 1 to the German Palatinate, and 1 to Hungary.
The first church in New Amsterdam was organized by the Duteh in 1628, and
for a considerable time the Hollanders were practically limited to the provinece of
New Netherland. Somewhat later a German colony, driven from the Palatinate
by the ruthless persecution of Louis XIV, settled in upper New York and Penn-
sylvania, and as it grew spread westward. Another Dutch immigration, which
established its headquarters in Michigan, identified itself with the New York
branch, but afterwards a minor part formed its own ecclesiastical organization.
The New York branch, known at first as the ‘‘Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church,” later adopted the title *“ Reformed Church in America’; similarly, the
German Reformed Church became, in 1867, the Reformed Church in the United
States. The third body is known as the Christian Reformed Church; while a
fourth is styled the Free Magyar Reformed Church in America. This denomina-
tion was organized in 1924 by certaln congregations which refused to accept the
“Tiffin Agreement,” under whose terms the majority of the churches constituting
the former Hungarian Reformed Church in America were formally transferred
to the jurisdiction of the Reformed Church in the United States. There are
also a number of churches called Netherlands Dutch Church or True Reformed
Dutch Church, and some of the Hungarian churches, which have no general eccle-
siastical organization and areincluded under the head of ‘‘ Independent churches.”

In its earlier history each body clung to its ancestral language, a practice
which not infrequently checked a natural growth, although it had the advantage
of giving to the newcomers a congenial church life, to which is largely due the
fact that these communities have grown up loyal to the best interests both of
their mother church and of their new country. As conditions changed, the use
of English was accepted, and the older churches blended with the general inter-
ests of the community.

In their doctrine, polity, and general public life, the Reformed churches remain
conservative. New ideas, simply because novel, have not had ready accept-
ance; yet new forms of organization, such as the various societies for young people
and similar enterprises, have found a cordial welcome. In interdenominational
relations they have always been friendly, are members of the Alliance of Re-
formed Churches, and the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
and early inaugurated foreign mission work. They have stood for high standards
in education and scholarship and have furnished many men prominent in public
life,
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TAPLB 7.—~NUMBER AND MEMBERsHIP OF CHURCHES, VALUE o EpIrices, DEBT,
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Total__.............. 1,709] 361, 286) 1, 680/344, 662, 875| 325/84, 415, 5571, 692/97, 488, 446/ 1, 614/ 315,343
Eastern Synod:
1. East Pennsylvania.| 64 | 17,648 64 | 2,226,300 || 20 | 195, 650 64| 329,118 62 ) 15,9073
2. Lebanon._ .......... 48 | 12,042 48 | 1, 614, 000 9 63, 517 48 | 205,784 47| 11,147
3. Philadelphia....... 37 | 11,004 37 ] 2,315,000 || 16 | 399,570 36 | 362,415 36| 11,079
4. Lancaster_______.._ 53 | 12,997 511 1,630,300 || 11 124, 836 53 | 318,706 4 11,630
5, East Susquehanna..| 66 | 9,862 85 843, 800 8 83, 625 56 | 124,629 54 9, 828
6. West Susquehanna.| 63| 7,148 | 63 685,100 || 4 44,000 ;| 62} 108,534 || 59 8, 708
7. Tohickon.._... 40 110,186 || 40| 1,142,500 (| 7 73,325 |, 40 | 224,809 39 9, 600
8. Goshenhoppen 30| 89991 301,177,500 || 4 63,000 || 30 | 120,797 { 30 7,953
9. fgh.__. 67 | 25,360 67 | 3,327,100 || 22 | 465,250 67 | 516,091 66 | 20,888
10. Schuylkill. 35| 8604 35 977, 000 2 54, 650 36 | 184,142 33 7,952
11, Wyoming 41! 8,500 11 41 069,000 || 7 62,260 || 41 ( 135, 86 6, 821
12, Reading... 20 | 15,374 29 | 2,205,500 || 12 | 251,510 29 | 285,625 26} 12,038
ohi 138. Eas:ltern Hungarian.| 9| 1,585 7 261,000 | 5 62, 500 7 25, 825 8 665
o 8ynod:
1. Central _Ohio ....... 43 | 6,821 43 589,200 {|--_leeeeoeaa 42 | 114,943 39 5,781
2. East Ohlo' .......... 60 | 14, 190 59 | 1,522,600 || 10 | 197,700 87 | 382,052 87| 12,358
3. North Ohio__._....| 25| 4,871 25 504, 500 2 56, 000 24 97, 3 4,477
4. Northeast Ohlo..._. 46 | 14,483 46 | 1,917,350 9| 268,000 45 | 419,182 46 | 13,587
5. Northwest Ohio....| 24} 5,22 23 924,000 || 11 | 151,300 24 | 119,901 22 4, 505
6. Southwest Ohio.._.| 37 | 9,558 37| 1,381,100 (] 11 | 217,775 37| 222,534 87 8,740
7. West Ohio__....__. 32| 5,658 (| 32 586,500 || 8 74, 000 32| 106,319 31 5,843
8ynod of the Northwest:
1. 8heboygan...._.... 42 | 6,805 42 528, 400 9 80, 500 42| 131,677 39 2,981
2. Milwaukee_........ 30| 5478 26 448, 9 42,200 | 80 1,633 || 30 8,677
8. Minnesota__.._.__. 191 2,793 18 190, 804 5 27, 900 18 46, 543 19 1, 180
4, Nebraska. _.....__.. 14! 1,873 13 98,100 || 1 2,000 || 14 23,015 || 11 967
5. Ursinus.__...._.... 14 2,187 14 99,800 || 1 5,000 | 14| 63,867 13| 1,085
6. South Dakota...... 21| 1,474 20 51, 200 2 800 21 26, 537 21 751
7. Portland-Oregon...| 15| 1,825 14 212,500 f|- oo |oeeeae . 15 36,662 || 15 1,243
8. Eureka__........... 27| 1,678 26 53, 400 2 3, 000 n 18, 750 25 758
9. North Dakota...... 16 550 || 14 30,600 || 1 180 || 15 , 679 13 380
Pittsburgh Synod:
1. Westmoreland.___._. 38| 9,103 38 835,500 || 8 24,000 | 38| 169,900 || 37 7,878
2. Clarion..._.._._...... 30| 8B, 514 20 370, 700 ] 21,300 20 85, 783 27 3, 501
3. 8t.Paul_._.._.__.... 19| 4,107 19 425, 300 4 81, 830 19 91,074 18 8, 659
4, Somerset. .. _....... 39| 5,184 38 629, 200 4 20, 950 39 83, 741 36 4, 186
5. Allegheny.__._._..... 251 6,119 |f 25 978,300 |} 6 85,425 || 26| 144,158 | 25 , 388
6. Central Hungarian_.| 12| 2,134 | 10 220,800 || 6 33,400 || 12 52,900 || 12 896
7. Western Hungarian.| 21 | 4,132 ) 20 487,000 || 7 20,885 || 21| 108,702 | 20 3,801
Potomac Synod:
1. Zlon. . ceeeccaaaaeae 8, 499 37 | 1, 495, 500 4 89, 853 36 | 212,809 31| 10,457
2. Maryland.. 9, 062 53 | 1,085, 500 1 5, 000 52 | 142,567 47 8,419
3. 4, 169 20 806, 000 3 65, 700 20 | 118,641 20 4,015
4, Virginia.__.____ , 109 29 323, 400 2 25, 000 29 04, 504 26 3,145
5. 8, 002 56 952,800 || 13 | 128,600 56 | 141,501 55| 10,028
6. 8, 155 32 624, 300 1 225 83 | 115,224 33 7,375
7. 2,206 | 21 861,700 {| 1 44,000 || 21 46,860 || 21 2, 534
g. 7,405 || 48 697, 4 13,000 || 46| 132,118 || 46 6,767
ton_ .. o-_... 6, 056 18 | 1,219,500 || 12 | 174,408 18 | 129, 532 17 3,812
German Synod of the East:
1. New York__.__..... 14| 3,866 14 866,000 || 10 | 118 580 14 81, 061 14 2,454
2, West New York..... 14| 5162 14 652,600 || 8 98, 800 14| 100,112 14 2,983
3. German Phfladel-
phia_ . ___.._.... .16 | 5,081 16 688, 100 5 49, 400 16 a3, 064 16 3,004
4. Heldelberg..._._.... 6| 2,34 ] 336, 4 51, 500 ] , 623 [} 1,485
Mid-West Synod:
1. Fort Wayne.__..... 25| 4,873 25 663, 500 5 27, 400 25 | 102,508 25 4,862
2. Chicago. ..o, 18| 2,200 17 396,500 {| 4 49, 100 18 58, 901 16 1,082
8. Iowa_ . e 16 [ 1,289 15 116, 300 1 7, 500 16 27, 965 14 1,612
g. %(V? R lg 1.33(1, 9 224,000 || 2 28, 000 10 65, 571 lg l'g?g
. chita. . occeeaaaaas 1
5 Wichita............. 51 ml{ 8| wesseoff 1| 200f 8| uermll 2| 23
7. Indianapolis._....... 19| 4,202 19 474, 300 5 95, 625 19| 134,338 19 3, 664
8. Missouri............ 11| 1,254 9 114, 500 1 700 10 28,763 9 1,084
9. Kentucky........... 17| 2,704 17 219, 500 2 16, 900 17 47,399 13 2,348

1 Amount for Wichita Classis combined with figures for Lincoln Classis, to avoid disclosing the statis-

tics of individual churches,
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identified with the organization of the United Brethren in Christ. A number of
independent ministers declined to identify themselves with the coetus, among
whom one of the most prominent was John J. Zubly, pastor of a church in Charles-
ton, S. C., and for a time a member of the Continental Congress.

The latter part of the eighteenth century was not a period of great growth,
although the general status of the individual churches was good. With the
general development of the feeling of independence and the association with
other denominations—particularly the Lutherans under the lead of Muhlenberg—
the German Reformed congregations became dissatisfied with the conditions of
their connection with the Amsterdam Classis. That connection had proved as
heavy a burden for them as for the Dutch churches of New York and New Jersey,
and it was finally decided to act independently of the Classis.

The first synod of the German Reformed Church met at Lancaster, Pa.,
April 27, 1793, and reported 178 congregations and 15,000 communicants. Of
the congregations, at least 55 had no ministers. The churches were scattered
through New York, northern New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia,
with several congregations west of the Alleghenies. The most important congre-
gations were Philadelphia, Lancaster, and Germantown in Pennsylvania, and
Frederick in Maryland. Many churches in sections of Pennsylvania, about
which no certain information was available, were reported as vacant. It was
difficult for them to secure any ministers, either from their own synod or from
the Dutch Reformed Church, especially ministers who could use the German
language.

With the development of the Protestant Episcopal Church some congregations
joined that body and others joined in the organization of the United Brethren.
Various movements sprang up for union with other bodies, such as the Dutch
Reformed Church, and especially the Lutheran, at the time of the organization
of the first Lutheran Ministerium. This latter union was especially encouraged
by the union in 1817 of the Lutheran and Reformed churches of Prussia. It did
not, however, materialize and after a few years was no longer spoken of.

Then followed the revival period, in which two opposing influences were
developed—the liberal and the conservative. The conservative party was
anxious to preserve the faith, and the liberal party laid greater stress on fellow-
ship. Another complication arose from the fact that the younger element pre-
ferred to use the English language in church services, while the older element
preferred the German. As the difficulty of securing trained leaders became more
apparent, a theological seminary was founded. During the discussions that
followed, a number of churches withdrew and formed, in 1822, the “Synod of
the Free German Reformed Congregations of Pennsylvania,” later known as the
“German Reformed Synod of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States.” These
churches returned in 1837, and eventually the discussion resulted in the establigh-
ment of a theological seminary at Mercersburg, Pa.

Meanwhile the church had been developing westward, but the difficulties of
intercommunication made the mutual relations uncertain, and the western classes
soon developed into the Western Synod, which, while holding generally fraternal
relations with the Eastern Synod, was not identified with it. As graduates of
Mercersburg found their way into the distant sections, the two synods came into
more intimate relations, and in 1844 a convention was called in which the Dutch
Reformed Church and the two German Reformed synods were represented.
Although the convention was purely advisory, it prepared the way for later
union. The western congregations meanwhile had met the same difficulty as
those in the East in securing ministers and had established their own educational
institutions, one of which, Heidelberg College, at Tiffin, Ohio, was founded in
1860.
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During this perfod the church developed its general activities. The earliest
German church papers were the result of private enterprise, but in 1840 the
synod founded a printing establishment at Chambersburg, Pa., which was re-
moved to Philadelphia after the destruction of Chambersburg during the Civil
War. .

As early as 1755 Michael Schlatter proposed the establishment of a Widows’
Fund. In 1773 the Coetus at Lancaster decided to establish such a fund, and a
charter was granted by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania March 26, 1810. In
1826 a Board of Domestic Missions was organized, and in 1838 a Board of Foreign
Missions, working in relation with the American Board. In all departments of
Christian activity there appeared indications of renewed life. . The three hun-
dredth anniversary of the formation and adoption of the Heidelberg Catechism was
celebrated by the Reformed Churchin 1863 by the union of the two synodsin a Gen-
eral Synod. With the organization of the General Synod began the rapid exten-
sion of the work of home missions; the German work in the West rapidly assumed
unexpected proportions, and the English-speaking portion increased also; as a
result, separate district synods and specific classes were organized—the latest
being the addition of two Hungarian classes, Eastern and Western. These had
formerly been a part of the denomination known as the “ Hungarian Reformed
Church in America,” which until the World War had general supervision and
financial aid from the General Convention of the Reformed Church of Hungary.
After a series of conferences, beginning in 1920 and culminating in 1924 in the
“Tifin Agreement,” the mother church, through its official delegates, formally
transferred the Hungarian Reformed churches in America to the jurisdiction of
the Reformed Church in the United States. A few of the churches, however,
would not accept the terms of the agreement and organized a new denomination
under the name, ‘“Free Magyar Reformed Church in America”’; others became
independent.

Through these experiences the church has developed strength, and at the
same time has entered into the most cordial relations with other bodies. It is
a member of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, of the
Alliance of Reformed Churches throughout the world holding the Presbyterian
System, and of the Western Section of the Alliance. It has given cordial welcome
to consideration of closer union, both with the Reformed Church in America and
with the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.

DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

Both in doctrine and polity the Reformed Church in the United States is in
hearty accord with the other Reformed and Presbyterian churches. The Heidel-
berg Catechism is in universal use in the churches, and the system of church
courts corresponds to that of the Reformed Church in America, except that they
do not speak of the *particular synod,” but of the “synod.”

WORK

The missionary work is under the supervision of boards appointed by, and
reporting to, the General Synod. The Board of Home Missions reported in 1926
a total of 265 workers in the cities of the United States, reaching English, Ger-
mans, American Indians, Hungarians, Japanese, Italians, Jews, Czechs, and
Bohemians. They cared for 277 churches, with a communicant membership of
37,800, and a Sunday-school enrollment of 34,048, and the amount received for
this work in its varied departments was $481,698,
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The Foreign Mission Board of the General Synod, which carries on work in
Japan, China, and Mesopotamia, in 1926 reported 10 stations with 114 American
missionaries and 291 native helpers; 61 organized churches, with §,335 members;
11 schools, with 2,061 scholars; and 3 hospitals and dispensaries, treating 23,920
patients. It also cooperates in the maintenance of the Sendai Christian Orphan-
age with 70 orphans, and also with the Union Theological Seminary at Changsha,
Province of Hunan, China. The churches in Japan are united with those of
other Reformed and Presbyterian missions in the Church of Christ in Japan and
the Church of Christ in China, retaining no formal ecclesiastical connection with
the church in the United States. The total value of property in the foreign field
is estimated at $1,969,748, with invested funds amounting to $16,950. The
amount contributed during the year for the support of the work was $516,148.

The Reformed Church has 12 educational institutions of high grade, including
3 theological seminaries and 3 academies, with 3,429 students, property valued
at $7,357,300, and endowments of $2,689,929. There are 5§ orphanages, with
565 orphans, supported by the church. The value of property used for philan-
thrapic purposes is estimated at $1,015,000, and the amount contributed during
the year for their support was about $85,000. The number of young people’s
societies reported was 800, with a membership of 43,848.

. During the period from 1920 to 1925 the Reformed Church in the United States
organized and carried to its conclusion a ‘‘Forward Movement” for placing the
work of the five boards and the educational interests of the church upon a cash
financial basis. As a result of the ‘“Forward Movement,” gifts amounting to
$5,080,277 were received and distributed for the special needs of the various
boards and educational institutions of the denomination.



