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The same antagonistic tendencies are noticeable, in the history of the Univer-
salist churches, that appear in others holding to the congregational principle; on
the one hand, an impulse toward liberty, opposition to ecclesiastical tyranny,
jealousy of freedom, and suspicion of authority; on the other hand, appreciation
of the value of centralized authority as against a crude, chaotic condition, and
the realization that in order to efficiently carry out important ends in the denomi-
nation there must be some definite church organization with powers that are
restricted, indeed, but still real. -

About 1860 agitation began for a more coherent organization and a polity
better correlated than the spontaneous congregationalism which had developed
during the earlier period, and the result was that at the centennial convention
of 1870 a plan of organization and a manual of administration were adopted
under which the denomination has since been conducted.

DOCTRINE

The historic doctrinal symbol of the Universalist denomination is the Winches-
ter Profession, adopted at the annual meeting of the General Convention held
in Winchester, N. H., in September, 1803, and is essentially the same as the first
profession of faith in the five articles formulated and published by the Philadel-
phia Convention in 1790. The convention adopting it was simply a veary
gathering of Universalists without ecclesiastical authority, and the articles were
merely set forth as expressing the general belief of the churches. They have
ever since been acknowledged by the denomination at large, however, as express-
ing its faith. They are as follows:

We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain
a revelation of the character of God and of the duty, interest, and final destina-
tion of mankind.

We believe that there is one God, whose nature is Love, revealed in one Lord
Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of Grace, who will finally restore the whole
family of mankind to holiness and hapgines_s.

We believe that holiness and true happiness are inseparably connected, and
that believers ought to be careful to maintain order and practice good works;
for these things are good and profitable unto men.

At the session of the General Convention in Boston, October, 1899, a still
briefer Statement of Essential Principles was adopted and made the condition of
fellowship, in the following terms: ““The Universal Fatherhood of God; the spirit-
ual authority and leadership of His Son, Jesus Christ; the trustworthiness of the
Bible as containing a revelation from God; the certainty of just retribution for
sin; the final harmony of all souls with God.” However, to this statement of
principles was added the so-called “Liberty Clause,” as follows: “ The Winches-
ter Profession is commended as containing these principles, but neither this, nor
any other precise form of words, is required as a condition of fellowship provided
always that the principles above stated be expressed.”

The theology of Universalism, while setting forth the predicates of its con-
clusion, that all souls are included in the gracious purpose of God to make at
last a.complete moral harmony, discriminates between belief in a result and faith
in the forces by which the result is to be achieved. It points out and emphasizes
the fact that effective faith in final universal salvation must rest on implicit
belief in the value and potency of truth, righteousness, and love, witnessed by
the free and steadfast use of these great and only means to the desired end.
The teaching of Jesus, with which His life and works accord, is interpreted as a
distinct revelation of these facts and principles, to wit, that God is the Father of
all men; that all men are brethren; that life at the root is spiritual and therefore
eternal; that the law of life is righteousness and its motive force is love; that
human society, properly conceived, is a natural social and moral unity, or king-
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dom of heaven; that this life is ‘‘the suburb. of the life elysian’’; and that physical
death is the neocessary prelude to immortal life. Universalism avers that the
sinner—*‘‘and no man liveth that sinneth not’—¢an not escape punishment;
but this is remedial and is meant both to vindicate the inflexible righteousness of
God and to -induce repentance and reformation in His wayward children.
Throughout the history of the Universalist Church there has been a growing
emphasis upon the responsibility of men as free moral agents to cooperate with
God in the creation of His world. A favorite Universalist statemens of to-day is
“If all men are to be.saved, then we are to save them.” -

The Universalist position as to the nature and place of the Christ has been
stated as follows: ~ -

‘It is necessary to say, in view ini lly held amo
Christians, thatyUniverZ;lists are ng{- (’i%nxot?ml:? f‘I‘ubfde gz?ﬁ:mytalﬁg by tg
Unitarians of Channing’s day, and held for a generation or more subsequently
would fairly represent the view that has been consistently set forth in Universali
literature and teaching. That view is that Jesus (the Christ) had the same essen~
tial spiritual and human nature as other men; but that he was chosen of God
%o sustain a certain unique relation, on the one hand toward God and on the othex
toward men, by virtue of which he was a revelation of the divine will and character
and a sample of the perfected ar “full-grown” man. There is, therefore, pro-
g;zty and accuracy in describing this unique man as a God-man, a divine Son of

, the mediator, or way, between God and men. :

Universalists, as a body, are now practically Unitarians, so far as the person,
nature, and work of Christ are concerned. - ' : '

As to the mode of baptism, both immersion and sprinkling are practiced, but
usually in Universalist churches the candidate, whether adult or infant, is baptized
by the minister placing his hand, which has been previously dipped in the font,
on the head of the candidate, and repeating the baptismal formula. In Uni-
versalist parishes where a church has been organized the Lord’s Supper is regularly
observed, usually four times a year, and all members are expected to participate;
but all others who would like thus to show their loyalty to their Master and culti-
vate Christian graces are cordially invited to join in the memorial.

ORGANIZATION

According to the laws of organization for the Universalist Church there is the
General Convention having jurisdiction over all Universalist clergymen and
denominational organizations, State conventions, exercising within State or
provincial limits a similar jurisdiction subject to the General Convention, and
parishes composed of persons organized for religious improvement and the support
of public warship. In practice the local parish or society is independent in the
management of its affairs, in the choice of officers or of ministers, and in the
details of its administration. The State conventions consist of the clergymen in
fellowship with such conventions and of lay delegates chosen by the parishes in its
fellowship. The General Convention consists of its officers, present officers of
each State convention, all ordained ministers ‘actively engaged in the work of the
ministry, and two delegates from each local parish, one of whom must be & man
and one a woman. The State conventions meet annually, the General Conven-
tion biennially. _ .

In order to remain in the fellowship of its own State convention and of the
General Convention, the local church must be organized on the common profes-
slon of faith, employ a minister in the fellowship of the convention, and promise
obedience to the laws of the convention. The State conventions have complete
control of matters of common interest to the local societies in their territory, but
they must administer these affairs according to the laws made by the General
Convention, which is the supreme legislative body of the denomination. '
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" In the interval between sessions of the General Convention a board of trustees,
oonsisting of 11 members, and including the president of the convention, adminis.
ters the affairs of the denomination, except those which are reserved to the
State conventions and the general membership.

In 1898 a system of supervision was adopted which includes a general superin-
tendent and local superintendents in many of the States, as well as regional
superintendents in some sections where churches are comparatively few. BSuch
superintendénts act as advisory officers to local churches in securing ministers,
solving problems, and as supervisors of new missionary work.

The General Convention, while it has general supervision over all auxiliary
organizations, helps to support the work of such organizations as the Women's
National Missionary Association, the General Sunday School Asaociation, and the
Young People’s Christian Union, each one of thése functioning in its particular
field for the advancement of the general welfare of the church. All of them have
their headquarters, together with the Universalist Publishing House, in Boston.

State conventions have committees of fellowship, which grant letters of
Hoense; examine candidates for ordination; authorize their ordination or refuse
it, as the case may be; give full fellowship; transfer fellowship from one State to
another; receive clergymen who are transferred from another State; and under
the laws of the General Convention have full supervision of questions of fellow-
ship and of discipline of ministers within their territory. Only ordained min-
isters are permitted to baptize or administer the Lord’s Supper in the churches,
and there are laws and standards of conduct which minjsters must observe in
order to maintain themselves in the fellowship of the State and General Con-
ventions.

Owing to the peculiar early organization of Universalists into societies, rather
than churches, the term ‘commaunicant’” or ‘““church member’’ does not accu-
rately apply in this body. In a considerable number of societies there are as yet
no church organizations, and consequently no ‘‘communicants,”” and in any
society or parish the number of registered church members falls far short of the
whole number of Universalists. Where there is church membership, the method
of admission is not the same in all churches. There is, however, a uniform
custom of requiring subscription to the Winchester Profession or the later State-
ment of Essential Principles. Most churches have a form of covenant also, in
which the members join, but a large freedom of personal preference as to form of
profession and covenant is favored.

WORK

The home missionary woark of the denomination devolves, in the first instance,
on the several State conventions, each of which has a board of trustees, and
many of which have State superintendents charged with this particular branch
of work within its territory. 'The home missionary work in new fields, and
where the organization is weak, is in charge of the board of trustees of the Gen-
eral Convention or of the Women's National Missionary Association, and under
the general supervision of the General Superintendent. The Women’s National
Missionary Association has confined its efforts in home work largely to North
Carolina and Tennessee, the Young People’s Christian Union has been support-
ing missjonaries in Texas for some years, the contributions of the General Sunday
School Association are used for the support of a school for colored children in
Suffolk, Va., and for general work under the General Convention. The home
missionary work of the General Convention has been carried on largely in the
South and Middle West.

The repert for the period Qctober 1, 1925, to October 1, 1926, showed 20
agents employed, 14 churches aided, and $48,432 expended. During the same
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year the aggregate expenses for home missions by the different State conven-
tions and their auxiliary societies, so far as reported, was $71,983. For prac-
tically the same objects the National Young People’s Christian Union expended
$1,552 and the Women’s National Missionary Association, $13,625. Thus the
total amount expended for home missions in 1926 was $87,160.

The Universalist denomination has, since 1890, maintained a mission in
Japan. At the present time there are 8 centers of work, where 7 American and
5 native missionaries are regularly employed, with teachers and helpers of vary-
ing numbers. The report for 1926 showed 6 churches, besides a number of other
preaching places, 348 church members, the Blackmer Home and a social service
center in Tokyo, teaching and training conduoted under the auspices of the
mission in general universities and schools, property valued at $96,000, and an
cndowment of $71,422, with expenses for the last year of $23,034.

The educational activities of the denomination in the United States include
3 colleges, among them Tufts College in Massachusetts, 8 academies, 3 theo-
logical schools, with a total of 6,166 students, and property valued at $12,892,008.
During the year October 1, 1925, to October 1, 1926, scholarships amounting to
$3,775 were distributed to students in the theological schools.

~There are 4 homes in different cities, having a total of 166 inmates. The
amount contributed toward the support of these homes from ousside sources
was $64,399 and the value of the property used for this work was estimated at
$572,000. . '

There is a publishing house in Boston, with a branch in Chicago.

The auxiliary societies of the denomination report as follows: General Sunday
School Association, 421 societies with 25,119 members; Women’s National
Missionary Association, 225 societies, with 6,799 members; Young People's
Christian Union, 160 societies, with 3,500 members.



