LITHUANIAN NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA

STATISTICS

The data given for 1926 represent 4 aclive organizations of the Lithuanian
National Catholic Church, all reported as being located in urban territory.
The total membership was 1,497, of whomn 761 were males and 736 were females.
The classification by age was reported by ull of the 4 churches, all of which re-
ported members under 13 years of age.

The membership of the Lithuanian National Catholic Church includes all bap-
tized persons connccted with the several parishes.

Comparative data, 1926 and 1916.—Table 1 presents, in convenient form for
comparison, a summary of the available statistics of this church for the censuses
of 1926 and 1916. A change in organization since 1916 accounts in part for the
loss in membership.

TaBLE 1.—CoOMPARATIVE SuMMARY, 1926 AnNp 1916: LitauaNiaN NATIONAL
CatorLic CHURCH OF AMERICA

ITEM 1926 1916
Churches (local organizations) . . ..o oceoomacc oo ececcaccccccccacccaacaaan 4 7
Increase ! over preceding census:
Number _ . e cccmcmccanaan ot 2 PO,
Per cent 2 e cccececcec]eccmc e ceemee|eccccccacacana
Members. .. i ceacccmcccececcecceecaccemaeemces 1,497 7,343
Increase over preceding census:
NUMDeL . - e e cceeccemececeacm—c—— e g’; ..............
Per CONt e aeceeeeame———nen L) I R,
Average membership per church. __ ... L L. 374 1,040
Church edlfices:
Number. i ccccccccececicececccacenconenan (] [}
Value—Churches reporting. ... oo e icicmcccccecanan- 4 [}
Amountreported . ... e icccecccccceacame—aa- $139, 000 $88, 000
Average per church . e ecececcaeeeas $34, 750 $14, 687
Debt—Churches reporting. - ..o e ceeceecccmeecaan 4 6
Amount Teported . ..o v aaeeccccccecacaccceccamacme—————- $44, 800 ’ $65, 700
Parsonages: |
Value—Churches reporting. . . . ..o vcco oo iccccccccccceaccaan- 4 1 1
AmMount reported - . e e e cee e eceec———————— $39, 000 $5, 000
Debt—Churches reporting. ..o .o e e cccccccmccmcccem—————- 2 e .
Amount reported . .o ceccemcmecmcecmacccenne $14,000 ...
Expenditures during year:
Churches reporting. . e eeeccecaceccecaccaemecacom—enann 4 7
Amount reported . - ... ieaec e cmcececceecaan $22,151 817,374
Current expenses and improvements. ... ... $17,77 $11, 258
Benevolences, missions, €0C. . _ . w . oo ei e ccceeecceme———————— $4,373 $1,738
Not classified . e e cmcccmc|eeem—— oo an $4,353
Average expenditure per church__ ..o $5, 538 $2, 482
Sunday schools:
Churches rePoOrting . - oo eecccccccccccccccacscccanaans 1 1
Oficers and teachers _ ... eicememacens 3 2
BChOlALS -« - e cicaccesciceeececacee—a————- 217 140

1 A minus sign (—) denotes decrease.

2 Per cent not shown where base is less than 100.

3 Becm'lﬁe of organic changes between 1916 and 1926 the membership figures for the two censuses are not
comparable.
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State table.—Table 2 presents the statistics for the Lithuanian National
Catholic Church by States, giving for each State in 1926 the number and mem-
bership of the churches classified by sex, and also the membership classified as
under 13 years of age and 13 years of age and over. Separate presentation, by
States, of financial data is omitted, to avoid disclosing the statistics of individual
churches.

TasLe 2—NuMBER AND MErmBERsHIP OF CHURCHES, AND MEMBERSHIP BY
SEx AND AGE, BY StaTES, 1926: LiTHUANIAN NaTIioNAL CatBOLIC CEURCH
OF AMERICA

! i MEMBERSHIP BY BEX i! MEMBERSEIP BY AGE
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Nm‘;r}bcr ‘ Nu‘x)r!\ber ' ; 'f“ I —
AND BTATE churches members Mal 'F al Ma}% ! TUnder 13! 13 years | Per cent
' l: ~ale [ om eT emales | years |and over| under 13
o | | 1 |
United States. ... o vl w7l 1emal sod 993 3.7
Middle Atluntic: | ; | ( \
. Pennsylvania____. 2 7687 |i 415 352 117.9 274 493 38.7
East North Central: ! ; :
DlnofS - «oom .. 2 ' 730 : uo| i w01 l 230 500 315
| f

HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!

The first Lithuanian National Catholic Church was organized in 1914 by
Lithuaniaus, at Scranton, Pa., by the advice and with the help of Bishop Hodur,
head of the Polish National Catholic Church of America. He appointed Rev.
S. B. Mickiewicz as its pastor, and later the present pastor, Rt. Rev. J. Gritenas.
Mickiewicz subsequently organized several Lithuanian congregations in Chicago,
Ill,, under the jurisdiction of Archbishop Carfora. of the Old Roman Catholie
Church.

At a synod held by the Polish National Catholic Church in 1924, at Scranton,
the Rev. J. Gritecnas was elected and consecrated as bishop of the Lithuanian
churches, and at the present time has under his care four churches in Pennsylvania
and Illinois.

These Lithuanian churches are in no way connected with the Old Roman Cath-
olic Church; they accept the first four general councils of the church and use the
Niceno-Constantinopolitan creed. The liturgy is Lithuanian. The supreme
ecclesiastical authority is vested in a Synod. The Church maintains a seminary
which prepares students for the priesthood of the church.

1 Thisstatement was furnished by Rt. Rev. John Gritenas, bishop, Lithuanian National Catholic Church
of America.




