UNITED BRETHREN BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The denominations grouped under the name United Brethren, in 1926, 1918,
and 1906 are listed in the table below, with the principal statistics as reported
for the three periods. These three bodies had a common origin, in the formation
about 1800 of the denomination called the United Brethren in Christ; the small
group known as the United Christian Church and reported in 1926 for the first
time, separated in 1864; and the Church of the United Brethren in Christ (Old
Constitution) separated in 1889. The general history for these three bodies,
as well as the general statement of doctrine and organization, is presented in
connection with the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, the largest body.
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WORK

The missionary weyk: of the ahgroh is conducted by a general board named the
‘“ Domestic, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society,’”” of which each annual
conference is a branch, and by the Woman’s Missionary Association, auxiliary
to the society.

In the home mission department of the soclety’s work 29 conferences and
churches were. aidled. The smount.contributed for this work was $12,588,

. The principal foreign mission work of the society is in the Imperreh district in
Sierra Leone, West Africa,:and in Canton, China. A recent report shows 6
stations in Africa and 1 in China. In Africa there are 6 American missionaries
with 19 native workers; 6 organized churches; 6 schools with 200 pupils; 3 dis-
pensaries, treating 4,456 patients, with 5,700 prescriptions; 32 towns regularly
served by itinerants; property valued at $32,800; and a total income for the
foreign work of $13,426. In China there is 1 station, with 8 native preachers
and teachers; 1 school, with 112 pupils; and a total incomne for this field of $2,711.

Owing to the slow transition from the use of German to that of the English
language, there was delay in founding an institfution for advanced education until
1845, when the General Conference projected a plan for the establishment of a
college. After the division of 1889, however, only 1 college, located at Hartsville,
Ind., remained in the Old’ Constitution body, and this was destroyed by fire in
1897 The report for 1926 shows but 1 college now, located at Huntington,
Ind., and a Chinese school in Portland, Oreg. These schools, together with the
1in Canton, China, report about 350 students and property valued at $128, 360.
The contributions for general educational purposes during the year amountéd to
$33,912.

The number of Christian Endeavor societies is 229, with a membership of 5,137.
These societies support a medical missionary in Africa. The church owns a
printing plant at Huntington, Ind., valued at $100,000, from which a denomi-
national organ, a missionary monthly, and Sunday school periodicals are issued



