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accepted by the General Conference with some additions. It is thus a modified
Arminian theology. In addition, it accepts the premillennial teaching concerning
the return of the Lord, for which it looks at any day, not as an event in time,
but as the advent of a person. In the atonement made by Christ, it believes that
provision was made for the healing of the body, but it does not antagonize the
practice of medicine as something essentially evil, emphasizing the claim that
there is a more excellent way. Physicians are employed and simple remedies
used by many of the people, as occasion may require. Two sacraments,
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are recognized. Only those are received to
membership in the church who have been consciously regenerated. They must
give evidence of the fact that they are ‘‘pressing on to the complete cleansing of
heart and soul from all remaining sin, and to the real Baptism of the Holy Spirit.”

ORGANIZATION

The polity of the church in general accords with that of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, though the local church has a large share of self-government, and in
some respects the congregational system is in vogue. The organization of the
church includes quarterly conferences, annual conferences, and a General Con-
ference. The annual conferences embrace in certain instances part of a State,
and in others, parts of several States; and all licensed and ordained ministers in
that territory are members of this conference. It meets once a year, and ati ts
session the character of each member is examined; if found acceptable, he receives
his appointment for another year. The officers of this conference are superinten-
dent, assistant superintendent, secretary, and treasurer.

The General Conference is the national body and meets every four years.
It is composed of delegates from the annual conferences, and its chief function is
to make laws for the government of the church. It elects a general superintendent
who holds office for the four years and whose chief duty is to preside over the
sessions of the annual conferences. A general secretary and general treasurer
are elected by the conference, also a general board which has oversight of the
missionary and educational work of the church. No one can be ordained to the
ministry of the gospel until he has been licensed to preach and has served two
years in the itinerant service.

The mode of worship in the church is informal rather than ritualistic. Freedom
of the spirit is encouraged and enjoyed by all 8o far as ‘ consistent with sobriety.”

WORK

The missionary work of the church is in charge of the General Board appointed
by the General Conference, consisting of the general officers of the church and
six other persons appointed for that purpose.

The discipline provides that each Sunday school shall be organized into a
missionary society for the purpose of disseminating information concerning the
various fields of the world and for raising funds for the needs of the work in
these fields. These societies have been organized throughout the church, and
the work done in the interest of missions at home and in foreign lands is con-
stantly increasing. Each year witnesses a greater increase of funds for mis-
sionary activities on all lines.

The discipline also provides that each local church may employ one or more
evangelists to conduct revival services in the territory adjacent to it, and some

-of the churches are taking up this form of work. In this way new places are
opened, where regular services are held under the auspices of the churches which
employ the evangelists, and in places where the situation demands it, new
churches are organized and come under the jurisdiction of the annual conference.
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The foreign missionary work is limited to three fields—South Africa, South
China, and India. The headquarters of the work in Africa are at Johannesburg,
where property has been purchased and a mission home established. Another
home has been erected at Krugersdorp, and a mission station has been estab-
lished there. The headquarters of the mission work in South China are at
Hong Kong. At this place a school is maintained for the training of boys and
girls. The headquarters of the work in India are at Jasidah Junction, Bihor
District, United Provinces, and a large up-to-datc home has been purchased at
that place.

The church has two educational institutions—one at Franklin Springs, Ga.,
and the other at Kingfisher, Okla. At the former place there is the Franklin
Springs Institute, and at the latter, Kings College.



