METHODIST BODIES

GENERAL STATEMENT

The Methodist churches of America, in common with those of England and
other lands, trace their origin to a movement started in Oxford University
in 1729, when John and Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, and a number of
others began to meet for religious exercises. Finding as they read the Bible
that, as John Wesley expressed it, they ‘‘could not be saved without holiness,
they followed after it, and incited others so to do.”” During the succeeding
years the little company was derisively called “ The Holy Club,” ‘‘Bible Bigous,”
“Methodists,” etc.; and this last term, intended to describe their methodical
habits, seems to have been accepted by them almost immediately, as the move-
ment they led soon became widely known as the “ Methodist movement.” The
next step and its outcome are described by John Wesley as follows: “They saw
likewise that men are justified before they are sanctified, but still holiness was
their object. God then thrust them out to raise a holy peaple. * #* #* In
the latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten persons came to me in London and
desired that I would spend some time ‘with theri in prayer, and advise them
how to flee from the wrath to come; this was the rise of the United Society.”

About this time, the Wesleys came into intimate relations with the Moravians,
first on a visit to America ! and subsequently in London, and at their head-
quarters in Herrnhut, Saxony, and to the influence of these conferences may be
traced much of the spiritual power of the new movement.

The three leaders, although ordained ministers of the Church of England,
soon found themselves excluded from many of the pulpits of the Established
Church on the ground that they were preachers of new doctrines, and they were
obliged to hold their meetings in private houses, halls, barns, and in the fields.
As converts were received they were organized into societies for worship, and as
the work expanded class meetings were formed for the religious care and training
of members. Then the circuit system was established, by which several congrega-
tions were grouped under the care of one lay preacher; the itinerancy came into
existence, as the lay preachers were transferred from one appointment to another
for greater efficiency; and finally, in 1744, the annual conference was instituted,
in which Mr. Wesley met all his workers. Thus the principal distinctive features
of the Methodist organization grew out of the necessities of the work.

As was natural, the doctrinal position accorded in the main with that of the
Church of England, and the Articles of Religion were largely formulated from the
Thirty-nine Articles of that church, although no formal creed was accepted save
the Apostles’ Creed. The stricter doctrines of Calvinism, predestination, and
reprobation were cast aside, and the milder emphasis of Arminianism on repent-
ance, faith, and holiness was accepted. As John Wesley said: * The first of these
we count as it were the porch of religion; the next, the door; the third, religion
itself.” This acceptance of Arminianism caused a divergence, though not a
permanent breach, between the Wesleys and Whitefield. Whitefield was Cal-
vinistic, though not of the extreme type, and became identified with the Calvin-
istic Methodists, both the Welsh body2? and the Countess of Huntingdon’s
Connection. He afterwards withdrew from the leadership of the latter body, and
gave himself to general revival work in England and America.

15ce Methodist Episcopal Church, p. 926,
1 8ee Presbyterian bodles, p. 1112.
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Though the Wesleys lived and died in full ministerial relations with the Church
of England, serious differences arose, as already noted, between that church and
the Methodists. In 1745 John Wesley wrote that he was willing to make any
concession which conscience would permit, in order to live in harmony with the
clergy. of the Established Church, but he could not give up the doctrines he was
preaching, dissolve the societies, suppress lay preaching, or cease to preach in the
open air. For many years he refused to sanction the administration of the sacra-
ments by any except those who had been ordained by a bishop in the apostolic
succession, and he himself hesitated to assume authority to ordain; but the
Bishop of London having refused to ordain ministers for the Methodist societies
in America, which were left by the Revolutionary War without the sacraments,
Wesley, in 1784, by the laying on of hands, appointed or ordained men and gave
them authority to ordain others. He thus ordained Thomas Coke, D. C. L.,
who was already a presbyter of the Church of England, to be superintendent of
the Methodist societies in America, and set apart for a similar purpose in Great
Britain Alexander Mather, who had not been episcopally ordained.

The development of church government, while following the general lines laid
down by Wesley, was somewhat different in England and in America. In England
the conference remained supreme, and the superintendency was not emphasized.
In America the superintendency was in fact an episcopacy which, while not
corresponding exactly to the episcopacy of the Church of England, became a
very decided factor in church life. In each country, but especially in America,
considerable opposition has developed at different times in connection with some
features of the parent body, and divisions have resulted. In every case, how-
ever, the general principles of the founders have been preserved, and, notwith-
standing the various separations, the Wesleyan Methodist Connection in England
and the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States remain the strongest
representatives of the movement initiated in Oxford nearly two centuries ago.

It is to be noted that the influence of the Methodist doctrine and church organ-
ization has jnot been confined to those bodies which have adopted the name
Methodist, but has been manifest in the development of a number of bodies
which use modified forms of the episcopal, presbyterial, and congregational
systems. In the United States several bodies, including the Evangelical Asso-
ciation and the United Evangelical Church (now one denomination), the United
Brethren bodies, and particularly the large number of organizations emphasizing
the doctrine of ‘“holiness,” or entire sanctification, claim to be true exponents of
the doctrines of the Wesleys, while their polity is generally Methodist in type.
On the other hand, the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, with whom Whitefield
identified himself, were Presbyterian in polity, though Methodist in every other
respect, as are the Wesleyan Methodist and some other Methodist churches in
England and America.

STATISTICS

The denominations grouped as Methodists in 1926, 1916, and 1906 are listed
in the following table with the principal statistics as reported for the three periods.
Since 1916 there have been some changes. The African American Methodist
Episcopal Church has disbanded. Other bodies have been added—the Reformed
Methodist Church, the Independent African Methodist Episcopal Church, and
the Holiness Methodist Church, the last an organization listed in 1916 as the
Lumber River Mission under the Evangelistic Associations. For general con-
venience of reference the Negro bodies have been grouped together in 1926, as in
1916. There were 15 independent churches reported at the 1890 census, with
a membership of 2,569; these were not reported as a group, however, at the two
succeeding censuses, probably having been absorbed by various denominations.
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the property of the Book Concern, while receiving a majority of votes in the
annual conferences, failed to obtain the requisite three-fourths required by the
constitution of the church; and in the General Conference of 1848, held at
Pittsburgh, Pa., the entire plan was repudiated and declared null and void. A
fraternal delegate from the South was denied reception, the conference stating
that it did ‘‘not comsider it proper, at present, to enter into fraternal relations
with the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.” Suits were finally decided by
the Supreme Court of the United States declaring the plan valid and binding
in all its parts.

The Southern Church began with two bishops, Joshua Soule and James O.
Andrew, and 16 annual conferences. In 1846 there were 1,519 traveling preachers,
2,833 local preachers, 327,284 white members, 124,961 Negro members, and 2,972
Indian members, or a total of 459,669. The growth was rapid, and when the
Civil War began the membership had increased to 757,205, including 207,776
Negroes. v

The Civil War of 1860-1865 wrought havoe. Hundreds of church buildings
were burned or dismantled, college buildings were abandoned, and the endow-
ments were swept away. During the war, the annyal conferences met irregularly
or in fragments; the General Conference of 1862 was not held; and the whole
order of the itinerancy was interrupted. Many of the most liberal supporters
of the church and its institutions were reduced to abject want; the publishing
house was seized for a United States printing office, and the church press was
silent. The missionaries in China were cut off from their home board and would
have suffered much but for the fact that the treasurer of the Missionary Society
of the Methodist Episcopal Church indorsed the drafts for their support. By
1866 the membership had been reduced to 511,161, showing a loss of 246,044.
Three-fourths of the Negro members had joined either the African Methodist
churches, or the Methodist Episcopal Church, whose representatives were to be
found everywhere throughout the South. The remainder formed, in 1870, an
independent organization, the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, the Method-
ist Episcopal Church, South, cooperating in that organization,

In spite of these facts the work of reconstruction was begun at once. At the
General Conference of 1866 changes were made in regard to lay representation
in annual and general conferences, the probationary system, class meetings, and
the itinerancy. In 1874 the first fraternal delegation from the Methodist Epis-
copal Church was received. Since the Civil War contributions to foreign missions
have greatly advanced, and home mission work for Indians, Mexicans, and others
has developed. Vanderbilt University was opened for the reception of students
in 1875, and four years later reported 519 students. In 1884, the centennial
year of Episcopal Methodism, a special contribution of $1,382,771 was made,
mostly for local objects. By 1882 the membership had increased to 860,687,
and at the General Conference in 1890 it was reported as 1,177,150.

The church has entered heartily into the various movements for church unity
and fellowship, is a constituent member of the Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ in America, is represented on the Committee on a World Conference on
Questions of Faith and Order, and is closely identified with interdenominational
movements, as the Y. M. C. A., American Bible Society, etc. It has participated
with the Methodist Episcopal Church in the consideration of plans for the union
of the two churches. As yet, however, there has been no action that has resulted
in the unjon of these bodies.
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DOCTRINE AND ORGANIZATION

In doctrine the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, is in agreement with other
branches of Methodism throughout the world, putting special emphasis upon
the universality of the atonement, the witness of the Spirit, and the possibility
of holiness in heart and life.

In polity it is in close accord with the Methodist Episcopal Church and empha-
sizes the episcopate. The bishops hold office for life, unless removed by due
process of law for personal or official misconduct, and have a limited veto on
constitutional questions over the acts of the General Conference. There is
equal clerical and lay representation in the General Conference and effective lay
representation in the annual conferences. Attendance on class meeting ceased
to be a condition of membership in 1868. The fixed probation of six months is
not required of candidates for membership, nor are they required to subscribe
to the 25 Articles of Religion, as in the northern branch of the church. The
ftinerancy is still maintained, the pastoral term being limited to four consecutive
years, but is so modified that a bishop may reappoint a minister for a longer term
when a majority of the presiding elders vote for the extension of the pastoral
term. In other respeots there is little difference from the polity of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.
WORK

The general denominational work of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
is under the care of the General Board of Missions, which includes the home and
foreign missionary work of the women, a Board of Church Extension, a Sunday
School Board, an Epworth League Board, a General Board of Education, a
Board of Lay Activities, a General Board of Temperance and Social Service, a
General Hospital Board, and a General Board of Finance, supplemented by special
boards in the several annual confereftces. The Board of Finance is charged with
the work of providing funds for retired ministers, their widows, and orphans.

The home mission work is conducted by the Home Department of the General
Board of Missions, by the annual conference boards, the Board of Church Exten-
sion, and women’s boards of city missions in various cities, the last-named being
auxiliary to the women’s department of the general board. The general board
gives particular attention to the work among immigrants, mountain people,
miners, Negroes, and Indians, as well as to work in congested quarters of the
cities. The various city mission boards deal chiefly with the last-named problem
by means of social settlements and the like. The annual conference boards of
missions are concerned chiefly in supplementing pastoral support in poor ter-
ritory, where without their help preachers could not be maintained. During
1926 these various home mission agencies employed 284 missionaries, gave mis-
gionary support in whole or in part to about 2,380 mission workers and pastors,
and aided 1,870 churches. The Board of Church Extension assisted in the build-
ing of 591 churches during the year, and has a loan fund of $2,741,854 which is
used for this purpose. The church contributed to all of these home mission causes
in 1926 the sum of $1,364,000.

The foreign missionary work of the church is carried on by the General Board
of Missions, and the fields occupied are China, Japan, Korea, Brazil, Mexico,
Cuba, Africa, Belgium, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Siberia. The report for
1926 shows 442 stations, occupied by 476 missionaries, and 701 native preachers
and other helpers; 761 churches, with 64,005 members; 323 schools, with 27,774
pupils; and 11 hospitals and dispensaries, treating 44,181 patients. There were
1,259 Sunday schools, which enrolled 57,170 scholars. The contributions of the
church to foreign missions in 1926 were $1,564,879, an increase of more than
$150,000 over the total for the previous year. The board has property in mission
lands valued at approximately $10,000,000.
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The educational institutions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, in the
United States, include 28 senior colleges, 23 junior colleges, 21 academies, and 3
universities, with 1,856 teachers and 33,060 students. The total value of these
institutions was $40,740,756, with an endowment of $21,647,282. The annual
contribution of the churches to the current account of the institutions was

" $529,676.

The church has under its care 13 hospitals, with property valued at $6,250,000;
and 19 orphanages, valued at $4,935,000 and caring for 2,708 orphans. It reports,
also, endowment for these institutions amounting to $2,105,000, and about
$2,625,000 contributed for their establishment and maintenance.

The young people of the church are organized in 8,683 Epworth Leagues, with
a membership of 265,087; and there are 2,014,788 enrolled in the Sunday schools.
In 1926 the Church Publishing House, in Nashville, Tenn., with branches at
Dallas, Tex., Richmond, Va., and San Francisco, Calif., had assets of $2,859,932,
and reported sales amounting to $2,550,016. The publishing house in Nashville
publishes 19 periodicals, including Sunday-school literature, having an aggregate
circulation of 1,800,000 copies. In addition there are 16 periodicals supported by
the annual conferences, which have a circulation of about 175,000.

The Board of Lay Activities promotes the organization of Wesley Brotherhoods
among the men and fosters church-wide programs of Christian stewardship. The
various district boards also render valuable service in providing lay speakers and
furnishing religious services for places otherwise neglected.

The General Board of Temperance and Social Service especially concerns itself
with law enforcement in the case of the liquor traffic and with the development of
better interracial relations and the substitution of law for lynching and mob
rule.



