
FRIENDS

GENERAL STATEMENT

The general history of the different bodies of Friends is presented in the state
ment for the older, or Orthodox, body. The specific statements, therefore, in
regard to each of the other bodies indicate the differences between them and the
Orthodox Friends.
The four bodies included in this group in 1926, in 1916, and in 1906 are listed

below, with the principal statistics as reported for the three periods.

Summary of Statistics for the Friends, 1926, 1916, and 1906
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FRIENDS (PRIMITIVE)

STATISTICS

The only meeting of Primitive Friends in 1926 was in the State of Pennsylvania,
a rural church which reported a membership of 25, comprising 13 males and 12
females, all of whom were reported as over 13 years of age.
In this branch of the Religious Society of Friends, as in all the others, the

membership consists of those who are enrolled by the local meeting, including
both "birthright" members, who are enrolled because their parents were mem
bers, and those who have joined upon application.
There was no debt on the one church edifice reported, and there were no par

sonages nor Sunday schools.
Comparative data, 1890-1926. —Table 1 presents, in convenient form for com

parison, a summary of the available statistics of this body for the censuses of 1926,
1916, 1906, and 1890.

Table 1.—Comparative Summary, 1890 to 1926: Friends (Primitive)
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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION1

DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

The PrLuitive Friends withdrew from the Wilburite body because of the failure
of that branch to bear what seemed to them practical testimony against the
modified and modernized beliefs and practices introduced into the Society of
Friends during the middle and latter part of the nineteenth century. Their
chief interest is to "maintain the ancient testimonies of the society" intact, with
the idea of bearing witness to the spirituality of the Gospel rather than of propa
gating it.
The general Meeting of Men and Women Friends (Primitive) of Pennsylvania,

New Jersey, Delaware, etc., was organized in the year 1861, at Fallsington, Pa.
This was organized by a few members of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting who
were not satisfied with what they considered the Unitarian tendency of Elias
Hicks, about 1828, and the influence of the Church of England upon Joseph
John Gurney, who came to America in 1845.

<This statement, which is substantially the same as that published in Part II of tho Report on Religious
Bodies, 1910, has been revised by Charles Henly Moon, cleric of Falls Monthly Meeting, and approved by
him in its present form.
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632 CENSUS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES: 1926

This society was composed of three monthly meetings, namely, Philadelphia,
Falls Monthly Meeting of Men and Women Friends, and Nottingham and
Little Britain monthly meetings, which met quarterly at Philadelphia and twice
a year at Fallsington.
One by one the monthly meetings have been laid down, until, at the present

time, Falls Monthly is the only survivor. This general meeting has been affiliated
with a small meeting held at Fritchley, England, and also with Friends at Poplar
Ridge, N. Y., and Newport, R. I.


