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HISTORY, DOCTRINE, AND ORGANIZATION!
DENOMINATIONAL HISTORY

Christian Science is the religion founded by Mary Baker Eddy and represented
by the Church of Christ, Scientist. The Christian Science denomination was
founded by Mrs. Eddy at Boston in 1879, following her discovery of this religion
at Lynn, Mass., in 1866, and her issuing of its textbook, Science and Health
with Key to the Scriptures, in 1875.

For many years prior to 1866 Mrs. Eddy observed and studied mental causes
and effects. Profoundly religious, she was disposed to attribute causation to
God and to regard Him as divine Mind. At Lynn, Mass., in that year, she
recovered almost instantly from a severe injury after reading an account of healing
in the Gospel according to Matthew. The discovery of what she named Christian
Science ensued from this incident. As she has said, ‘I knew the Principle of all
harmonious Mind-action to be God, and that cures were produced in primitive
Christian healing by boly, uplifting faith; but I must know the Science of this
healing, and I won my way to absolute conclusions through divine revelation,
reason, and demonstration’’ (Science and Health).

At first, Mrs. Eddy did not expect to found a distinet church or denomination;
she hoped that her restoration to original Christianity of its healing power would
be accepted by existing churches, as her teachings and the results of their practice
became known. In a few years, however, it became evident that a distinct
church was needed to facilitate cooperation and unity between Christian Scien-
tists, to present Christian Science to all people, and to maintain the purity of
its teachings and practice. Accordingly, she and her followers organized the
Church of Christ, Scientists, ‘‘to commemorate the words and works of our
Master”” and to “‘reinstate primitive Christianity and its lost element of healing”’
(Church Manual, p. 17).

Mrs. Eddy passed away in 1910. Until then, she had initiated every step in
the progress of Christian Science. Nothing of moment was done without her
approval. Furthermore, although the organic law of the Christian Science move-
ment, its Church Manual, confers extensive and sufficient powers upon an admin-
istrative board, The Christian Science Board of Directors, yet this board always
had functioned under her immediate supervision. Mrs. Eddy’s demise, therefore,
immediately tested the adequacy of the Church Manual as an organic law and the
loyalty of Christian Scientists to this law, in the absence of its author. In spite
of all doubts and predictions, in some instances concomitant with friendly interest,
both the law of the Church and the loyalty of its members have fulfilled the
most confident expectations, and the period since 1910 has actually been the
most fruitful and prosperous in the history of Christian Science.

The primary source of information about Christian Science is Mrs. Eddy’s
book, Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, first published in 1875 and
occasionally revised ‘‘only to give a clearerand fuller expression of its original
meaning.” This book received from the author its final revision in 1907. Mrs.
Eddy was the author of numerous other books on Christian Science, published
from 1886 to 1913.

1This statement was furnished by The Christian Science Board of Directors, Church of Christ,
Belentist.
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DOCTRINE

Christian Science is a religious teaching and practice based on the words and
works of Christ Jesus, which is applicable to health for the same reasons that the
Christian religion originally was. As defined by Mrs. Eddy, the religion she
founded is ‘“divine metaphysics’’; it is ‘' the scientific system of divine healing’’;
it is ‘‘the law of God, the law of good, interpreting and demonstrating the divine

Principle and rule of universal harmony’ (Science and Health, pp. 111, 123;
" Rudimental Divine Science, p. 1).

The theology of Christian Science begins with the propositions that God is
the only might or mind; that He is the ‘“divine Principle of all that really is.”
To define God further, it employs frequently the word ‘good,” besides such
terms as Life, Truth, Love, and also Soul, Spirit, and Infinite Person. Next to
God, the name of Jesus and references to Him occur most frequently in the
authorized literature of Christian Science. Concerning Jesus Christ and His
relation to God and man, Christian Science distinguishes between what is in
the New Testament and what is in the creeds, doctrines, and dogmas of later
times. Accordingly, Christian Scientists speak of Him oftenest as the * Way”’
or the “Way-shower,” and they regard the atonement, His chief work, as ‘‘the
exemplification of man’s unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth,
Life, and Love’’ (Science and Health, p. 18).

The most distinctive feature of Christian Science teaching is its absolute
distinction between what is real and what is apparent or seeming, but unreal.
This distinction Mrs. Eddy explains, for instance, as follows: ‘‘All reality is in
God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good,
and He makes all that is made. Therefore the only reality of sin, sickness, or
death is the awful fact that unrealities seem real to human, erring belief, until
God strips off their disguise. They are not true, because they are not of God”
(Science and Health, p. 472).

Contrary to common misapprehension, Christian Science does not ignore
what it regards as unreal. This religion teaches its adherents to forsake and
overcome every form of error or evil on the basis of its unreality; that is, by
demonstrating the true idea of reality. This it teaches them to do by means of
spiritual law and spiritual power.

In this connection, Christian Science maintains that the truth of being—the
truth concerning God and man—includes a rule for its practice and a law by
which its practice produces effects. To a certain extent Jesus declared this rule
and law when he said, “ Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you
free’’ (John viii, 32). Accordingly, for an individual to gain his freedom from
any form of error or evil, he should know the truth, the absolute truth of being,
applicable to his case; and Christian Science further teaches that this practice
is effective when employed by one individual for another, because such is the
unity of real being and such is the law of God. For these reasons, evidently
Jesus could and did declare the possibility of Christian healing in unlimited
terms. (See Matthew x, 5-10, and xxviii, 16-20; Mark xvi, 14-18; John xiv, 12.)

The practice of Christian Science is not merely mental; it must be also spiritual.
Indeed, it is truly mental only as it is absolutely spiritual. ‘The nonspiritual
elements in the so-called human mind do not contribute to harmony or to health.
The practitioner must know or realize spiritually, and his ability to do this is
derived from the divine Mind. Therefore, he must agree with the Teacher and
Way-shower, who said, “I can of mine own self do nothing”’ (John v, 30), and he
must prepare for the healing ministry and keep himself in condition for it by liv-
ing the life of a genuine Christian. The practice of Christian Science is not
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limited, as is commonly supposed, to the healing of the sick. On the con-
trary, Christian Scientists regard their religion as applicable to practically every
human need.

Membership in this denomination is limited to those applicants who are at
least 12 years of age; not members of any other denomination; of Christian
character; and who believe in and understand Christian Science according to
the teaching and tenets in its textbook, Science and Health with Key to the

Secriptures.
ORGANIZATION

Since its reorganization in 1892, the denomination has consisted of The Christian
Science Mother Church, the proper name of which is The First Church of Christ,
Scientist, in Boston, Mass., and branch churches or branch societies at all places
where there are enough adherents for a local organization. A branch church is
called First Church of Christ, Scientist, of its city or town or is called Second
Church of Christ, Scientist, of that place and so on. A society is the beginning
of & church, and is called Christian Science Society of its locality.

Viewed in another way, The Mother Church consists of members who constitute
the local congregation in ‘Boston and of members who reside in other places
throughout the world, either where there are branch organizations or where there
are not. Thus, on November 30, 1926, The Mother Church had 166,320 members,
of whom 149,957 were in the United States (not including Canal Zone, Alaska,
Hawaii, and Philippine Islands) and 16,363 were in these possessions and in other
countries. At the same time, The Mother Church had 87,940 members in the
United States (as dcfined above) who were members of branch organizations.
At approximately the same time, 1,913 of the branch organizations in the United
States (eight not reporting) had 140,081 members of whom 87,940 were members
of The Mother Church and 52,141 were not. Therefore, at the end of 1926, there
were in the United States (as defined above) 202,098 persons who were enrolled
as members in the Christian Science denomination, or Church of Christ, Scientist.

At the same time, there were enrolled in the Sunday schools of this denomina-
tion in the United States 140,566 pupils not more than 20 years of age, of whom
comparatively few were members of the church. Other interesting figures are as
follows: Number of branch organizations in the United States at the end of 1926,
1,921; number of Christian Science practitioners listed in the Christian Science
Journal (official organ of The Mother Church), 7,659. In a sense, the Christian
Science Church can be said to include a large number of persons who believe in
Christian Science and attend its services, or study the Bible with Mrs. Eddy’s
writings, but are not yet admitted to membership; and the number of adherents
who are not members is estimated as exceeding the number who are.

The officers of The Mother Church consist of The Christian Science Board of
Directors, a president, the first and second readers, a clerk, and a treasurer.
The governing body of the denomination is The Christian Science Board of
Directors, but each branch church has its own self-government.

The Lesson-sermon which constitutes the principal part of the service, is pre-
pared by a committee connected with The Mother Church and is rcad in every
church by two readers who read alternately, the first reader from Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures, the second reader from the Bible.

A Wednesday evening testimony meeting, led by the first reader, is likewise
held, at which are given the testimonies of those who have been healed and
reformed by Christian Science.

All of the activities of the Christian Science denomination are intended to
promote spiritualization of thought, together with the innumerable results thereof
which include Christian healing. In the healing of the sick, pmtiwd for the
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benefit of particular persons, the service rendered by healers or practitioners is
regarded as an individual ministry, subject only to a degree of regulation by the
Church. The efficacy of Christian Science as a practical religion is attested by
a constantly increasing multitude of witnesses who can speak from personal
experience.

The following are the principal publications of The Christian Science Publish-
ing Society: The Christian Science Journal (a monthly in English including
directorics of churches and practitioners); the Christian Science Quarterly
(containing citations from the Bible and from the Christian Science textbook for
Sunday” services and study, and published in English, Danish, Dutch, French,
German, Norwegian, Swedish, and revised Braille); the Christian Science
Sentinel (a weekly in English); Der Herold der Christian Science (a monthly
in German); Le Heraut de Christian Science (a monthly in Freneh); and The
Christian Science Monitor (an international daily newspaper).



