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DOCTRINE

This church holds the beliefs commonly held by holiness denominations.
Sanctification is stressed, and also the belief that persons who are entirely sancti-
fied and baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire may speak in ‘‘new tongues.”
Divine healing is recognized as a *‘gift and also as a sign in answer to fervent
prayer.” Tithing is opposed, as being contrary to Scripture. Although members
are admonished to respect the Government and the laws, they are averse to war
in all its various forms. In general, emphasis is placed on the teachings of Jesus
rather than on creeds.

ORGANIZATION AND WORK

In organization this church is practically congregational. Each local church
elects a clerk, a treasurer, 3, 5, or 7 deacons, and a pastor. In cases where there
are not sufficient men to fill all offices, women may be elected as deaconesses or
even as preachers. The pastor, assistant pastor, S8unday-school superintendent,
and president of the missionary band are the governing officers of the local
churches. General leadership of the church is vested in a ‘‘ presbytery of ordained
elders.” Each ordained elder is allowed to establish his right to apostleship by
organizing churches, the organizing of 7 churches being the ““seal of his apostle-
ship.” Every apostle (of whom there may be more than 12) is made bishop or
overseer over the churches which he has organized. There is no general overseer
of this denomination, that office being considered contrary to the teachings of
Scripture. The senior bishop, however, is called the ‘‘General Leader,” and
is the presiding officer.

Missionary work, both home and foreign, is carried on by a general missionary
board. The organizations of the church are the Home Mission Band, Sunday
schools, and Young People’s Christian workers.

The general headquarters of the church are in Wichita, Kans.



