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TasLE 4.—NUMBER AND MEMBERSHIP OP CHURCHES, 1906 70 1026, AND MEM-
BERSHIP BY AGE, 1926, BY StaTms: Sociery or FrixNps (ORTHODOX)

{Separate pressatation is limited to States having 3 or more churches in either 1926, 1016, or 1906}

NUMBER OF | i
CHURCHES ! NUMBER OF MEMBERS | MEMBERSHIP BY AGEK, 1926
BTATE I
| | . Under| 33 | Age | FPer
1926 1916 | 1906 || 1926 1916 | 2%6 | 13 | YO8 Inoire.| OBt
| | years | ver |DPorted| Tygy
| i ‘

United Statea.| 715 | 805 ‘ 967 |l 91,326 | 92,379 | 91,161 | 13,735 | 69,468 | 8,124 16.5
Malne_ ... 18, 26| 26 1,250| 1,518 1,713 109 ] 1,130 11 8.8
New Hampshire. .. .. 8 8| 12 316 345 357 2 284 10 7.2
Vermont—........... 3 3 3 150 155 177 17 128 5 1.7
Massachusetts. .. 20| 21| 281 1,529 1,386 1,734 176 | 1,353 |.._.___. 1.5
Rhode Island........ 6 7 8 517 548 75 47 300 161 18.3
New York........... 25| 37 42| 3,085| 3,489 | 3,206 336 | 2503 156 1.5
New Jersey.......... ] 18 20 935 1,217 1,043 45 355 11.3
Pennsylvania..___._.| 221 34| 41| 3,570] 3,264 | 3,427 176 | 1,026 | 2,877 14.6
OO _ooeaaenn 89| 100| 107 | 10,600 | 12,228 | 12,894 || 1,436 23 031 14.9
Indiana ... ... ___ 154 | 183 | 101 | 25,279 | 26,658 | 29,255 | 3,588 | 19,979 | 1,712 15.2
Ilinois_ .o ... 13 13| 20!} 1534] 1,417 1,902 185 | 1,348 |._.o... 121
Michigan. ... ... 13{ 16| 19 1,001 | 1, 1,348 184 817 |2 . - 184
Wisconsin. ... ... 2 2 3 142 118 111 28 14 0200 19.7
Minnesota........... 3 3 3 303 27 274 2 28 | 8.3
Yowa ... 57| e8| 85 7,441 7,707 8762 1,118 17.6

uri..... 4 5 6 488 603 62 12.8
South Dakota_ 3 3 5 159 102 103 47 2.6
Nebraska. . 14| 13| 234 1,306| 1,130] 1,243 316 .3
Kansas____. 54| 57| 72| 68| 7,588 ! 7,304 1,448 20.9
Maryland......__... 4 5 6 533 498 508 51 9.6

8o 20! 18| 21 1,157 941 133 13.6

North Carolina______ 68| 63| &5 9,875| 8220 6425 1,509 17.5
Tennesses. ........... 6 9 1 Al 117 5.7
Oklahoma_.________ . 27| 28| 30 20| 2159| 2187 453 25
exas. . _........... 3 3 1 333 413 114 92 27.6
Idaho. . ooeoonen... 5 4 4 73 695 273 213 7.6
Qolorado_ ... ... 18 9 2 1,031 820 94 188 18.2
Washington........_. 7 8 5 551 503 451 102 18.5
Oregon............... 14| 14] 1| 2285 2120 1,688 377 15.1
Chalifornia..........__ 23| 23] 14| 5256 3,904] 2,55 1,146 21.8
Other States. ... ' 3 6 3 215 353 207 31 14.4

! Based on membership with age classification reported.

It was in the midst of this period, in 1624, that George Fox was born, in Fenny
Drayton, Leicestershire. He was a sober-minded, serious youth and early had
his mind turned to religious matters. After severe mental and spiritual struggles,
he was led to emphasize the spiritual side of Christianity. While external forms
of religion were not ignored, he taught the necessity of divine power within the
man to enable him to live according to the will of God, the direct communication
of this will to the individual believer in Christ, and the necessity of a perfect
consistency between the outward life and the religious profession. This was
unfamiliar teaching to most persons in that day of rigid adherence to creeds and
of great formalism in religious observances. Fox soon gathered around him
a band of preachers who, with himself, spread their doctrines far and wide in
Great Britain, and later extended their missionary efforts to Ireland, the Conti-
nent of Europe, the West Indies, and North Ameriea, in which countries, partic-
ularly America, they gained many adherents. It does not seem to have been
their intention to establish a new branch of the church, but, almost before they
knew it, an organization had developed.
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ing baptism and the Supper, on the ground that they are not essential, were
not commanded by Christ, and, moreover, tend to draw the soul away from the
essential to the nonessential and formal; (3) the manner of worship and appoint-
ment of ministers; (4) the doctrine of peace or nonresistance, in accordance with
which no Friend can fight or directly support war.

ORGANIZATION

The organization of the Society of Friends includes monthly, quarterly, and
yearly meetings, each being a purely business organization. The monthly meet-
ing is either a single congregation, or includes two or more congregations, called
variously, weekly, local, or preparative meetings. The monthly meetings in a
certain district combine to form a quarterly meeting, and the quarterly meetings
in a wider territory constitute a yearly meeting.

The yearly meetings in the United States are 14 in number: New England,
established in 1661; Baltimore, 1672; Philadelphia, first held at Burlington,
N. J., 1681; New York, 1695; North Carolina, 1698; Ohio, 1812; Indiana, 1821;
Western (Indiana), 1857; Iowa, 1863; Kansas, 1872; Wilmington (Ohio), 1892;
Oregon, 1893; California, 1895; and Nebraska, 1908. These meetings were inde-
pendent and each had its own discipline, but in 1902 all except Ohio and Philadel-
phia entered into a loose confederation and adopted a discipline that was uniform
in essentials but modified in details to suit local conditions. Each yearly meeting
is independent in the transaction of its own business but gives authority in
certain matters of common interest to a body of delegates from the yearly meet-
ings composing the confederation referred to, which is known as the Five Years
Meeting, from its convening once in five years. The functions of this body,
however, are chiefly advisory.

The unit of authority in the society is the yearly meeting, to which every man,
woman, and child who is counted in the society’s membership belongs, and
every one of these has an equal right to speak on any matter before the meeting.
Members of different quarterly meetings, sometimes called delegates, are ap-
pointed to attend the yearly meetings, in order to insure a representation, but
no one of them has precedence over any other member. The quarterly meeting
receives reports from the monthly meetings, appoints committees on various
lines of meeting business and Christian work, and informs the monthly meetings
how much each is expected to contribute toward the expenses of the yearly
meeting. The monthly meeting is the executive power so far as the member-
ship is concerned, although appeal may be made to the quarterly and yearly meet-
ings. It receives and, on occasion, can disown members and has the direct over-
sight of the congregations. Its regular officers are elders and overseers, ap-
pointed by the monthly meeting. The elders and overseers have general super-
vision of the membership. Ministers are not spoken of as regular officers,
inasmuch as the organization is complete without them.

There is no formal provision for the training of ministers. While the value of
intellectual training is recognized, it is not considered essential, since ministers
are ‘‘called of God, and the call to work is bestowed irrespective of rank, learning,
orsex.” The theory is that the church recognizes when a man or women is quali-
fied and has received the ‘‘gift,”’ and acknowledges it, after which he or she is
called and acknowledged, recommended, or recorded as & minister. There is no
ceremony of ordination, ahd often the minister receives no salary, although a
change has taken place in this respect, and in most places where pastoral work is
expected ministers are paid. When a minister feels a eall to engage in special
religious work or to visit another section on a religious mission, he asks the
monthly meeting to which he belongs for liberty to do €o. For an extended
journey he must obtain the consent of the quarterly meeting. If that consent is
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refused, he is expeeted to remain at home. If he wishes to cross the ocean, the
certificate given him is not complete without the indorsement of the yearly
meeting and of the yearly meeting on ministry and oversight. The yearly
meeting on ministry and oversight, composed of ministers, elders, and, with a
single exception, of overseers also, meets at regular times to review the general
state of the membership and consider the needs of the work, although it has no
disciplinary powers. A similar meeting, sometimes called the ‘'select’’ meeting,
of ministers and elders is held in connection with the regular quarterly meeting.

Woman is in a position of absolute equality with man in Friends’ polity.

The worship of a Friends’ meeting is distinctly nonliturgical. Since the
Friends believe that worship is fundamentally a personal matter between the
soul and God and can be carried on with or without a minister, meetings for
worship can be held partly or even wholly in silence. Formerly there was.no
prearrangement of service, but some prearrangement is now generally common,
with the exception of the more conservative groups, including those in Phila-
delphia, There is no-stated length for any sermon, prayer, or exhortation, and
often several persons, not necessarily ministers, take part during the same
meeting.

WORK ,

The home missionary work of the Orthodox: Friends is carried on through
individuals, local groups, or organizations, and in a cooperative way through
the Board of Home Missions, Associated Executive Committee on Indian Affairs,
and Board on Prohibition and Public Morals. In 1927 about 20 persons engaged -
in home mission or Christian extension work in the United States were partly
or wholly supported by funds administered through these cooperative agencies.
Their combined budgets totaled approximately $30,000. Statistics are not
available in regard to work carried on by individuals and through local or
sectional boards or other agencies.

The foreign missionary work of the Friends of the Five Years Meeting is
carried on by the American Friends Board of Foreign Missions. The fields of
labor are Palestine, East Africa, Cuba, Jamaica, Mexico, and West China. In
1927 the board reported 48 missionarics and 378 native workers in 136 centers;
and they reported 38 churches, with 6,495 members; 301 schools, with 33,121
pupils; and 1 hospital. The contributions for foreign missions during the year
amounted to $100,813. The endowment fund totaled $72,417.

Philadelphia Friends carry on work in Japan, Ohio Friends in China and
India, and California Friends in Central America and Alaska.

Without doubt the outstanding development of Quaker activity within the
decade 1916-1926 has been registered in the far-reaching reconstruction, relief,
and good-will work carried on by the Socicty of Friends in Europe. This
is a work in which not only the so-called Orthodox but all groups of Friends
have united, with headquarters at Philadelphia. In 1917 representatives of all
Friends groups organized the American Friends Service Committee, which
proceeded to enroll, train, and equip reconstruction units for work in the
devastated war areas of France. This work rapidly spread to include service
in Serbia and Russia, and the armistice was hardly declared before preparations
were under way for entering the central powers with a child-feeding program
which soon included more than 1,000,000 children and involved an expenditure
in money and kind of more than $25,000,000. Obviously this amount of money
was not all contributed by so small a group as the Society of Friends, but it
was made the dispensing agency of the American Relief Administration and
other relief-fund organizations. As the era of the need of food and physical
relief gradually passed, Friends continued their work in Europe in the areas
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which they had served, now emphasizing moral and spiritual values as & means
of the furtherance of understanding and good will among the European peoples.
In this work, in cooperation with British Friends, they maintain a number of
peace “embassies’’ or good-will centers in Europe, chief among which are those
at Paris, Geneva, Vienna, Berlin, and Warsaw.

Throughout their history Friends have been keenly interested in fostering the
interests of Cliristian education. In keeping with this historic concern they
maintain 9 colleges in which are enrolled approximately 4,000 students. They
are as follows: Haverford College, Haverford, Pa.; Guilford College, Gulilford
College, N. C.; Wilmington College, Wilmington, Ohio; Earlham College,
Richmond, Ind.; Penn College, Oskaloosa, Iowa; Nebraska Central College,
Central City, Nebr; Friends University, Wichita, Kans.; Whittier College,
Whittier, Calif.; and Pacific College, Newberg, Oreg. With the exception of
Haverford these institutions are all coeducational. Formerly Friends main-
tained a large number of strong secondary schools, but with the development
of the public high school as an important factor of the system of public education
these have largely been discontinued. However, several strong boarding schools
are maintaincd in the Atlantic States. Among these are Oak Grove School for
Girls, East Vassalboro, Me.; Lincoln School for Girls and Moses Brown School
for Boys, Providence, R. I.; and Oakwood School, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; and
Westtown School, Westtown, Pa., which are coeducational.

- Among the philanthropic institutions supported wholly or in part by Friends
the following may be mentioned as representative: Christiansburg Institute,
Christiansburg, Va.; Adult School for Industrial Workers, New York City;
Light Street Mission, Baltimore, Md.; Bertha Ballard Home for Business Girls,
Indianapolis, Ind.; and Mexican Girls’ Home, Whittier, Calif.



